
Each year, Monmouth Uni-

versity has a time where 

not only the student body 

gathers together, but the 

alumni do as well. Home-

coming is one of the best 

days of the year for Mon-

mouth’s student body, and 

none of it would be possi-

ble with out our football 

team and of course our 

SGA homecoming chair. 

This year Keith Lee took 

on the challenge to make 

this homecoming one of 

the best Monmouth has 

ever seen. Keith not only 

made that happen, but he 

also impressed us all with 

his dedication, organization 

and fun ideas. 

Homecoming this year 

took place on October 24, 

2015. Keith shared with us 

his feelings about being the 

homecoming chair, “My 

central challenge was trying 

to achieve everything I 

wanted to happen. I am a 

“big picture” type thinker, 

and sometimes overlook 

some steps required to be 

successful with making a 

vision a reality. I would 

sometimes not realize cer-

tain tasks I needed to com-

plete before getting to a 

goal. I was able to over-

come this with delegating 

tasks to my committee and 

further analyzing and or-

ganizing everything I need-

ed to do.  
Even though it took 

months of planning I feel as 

though the Monmouth 

community really enjoyed 

Homecoming 2015! My 

favorite part of the event 

was the Pep Rally. I loved 

seeing everybody so excit-

ed to get their Homecom-

ing shirts and seeing such 

great school pride and spir-

it was phenomenal. The 

performances at the Pep 

Rally were great and I 

loved seeing the reactions 

of those who were an-

nounced to be on the 

Homecoming Court.  
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I have heard great feed-

back from Senators, Pro-

fessional Staff, as well as 

other students around 

campus. I hope to see the 

next chair really get crea-

tive with the event and 

theme and make it very 

dynamic. I want the next 

chair to get a great expe-
rience from this and 

know that he or she will 

be successful if they ap-

proach this position with 

energy and passion.” 

 
This years homecoming 

couldn’t have taken place 

without the hard work 

that Keith put into it. We 

are proud to have him 

with us in SGA and we 

hope you were able to 

join us and had just as 

great of an experience! 

 

-Arianna Duncan 

Junior Senator 

 



THE BIG EVENT  NOVEMBER 2015 

“SGA thanks all the 

community services 

for their 

appreciation, clubs 

for their help, and 

Megan and 

Vannessa for their 

hard work on 

putting the event 

together. The most 

important part is 

that the Monmouth 

students were able 

to have an impact 

on the surrounding 

community, in which 

they succeeded.”  

 

-Paul Haines                                                                                             

Sophomore Senator 
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SGA Senators,  A.K. 

Obafemi and  
Manuel Colon are 

seen as site cap-

tains. 

SGA Newsletter  

Every year there is always 

anticipation for the school 

wide Big Event. This year’s 

co-chairs went through an 

extensive planning process 

to make sure it was the 

best Big Event Monmouth 

had seen thus far, and we 

definitely think their hard 

work paid off. Megan 

Kleeschulte and Vanessa 

Leverich planned out The 

Big Event for Monmouth 

University a year in ad-

vance. Working together 

Megan and Vanessa were 

rewarded with the Big 

Event Chair position on 

SGA in January and that is 

when they started plan-

ning. It took the whole 7-

8 months for them to 

plan. Some of the chal-

lenges they faced this year 

was marketing for the Big 

Event and making sure 

everyone signed up and 

was on time for the event. 

Extending the sign up 

deadline is something they 

had to do for the Big 

Event every year. Also, 

another challenge was 

getting enough work sites 

for all of the volunteers 

this year. Through hard 

work and planning, Megan 

and Vanessa were able to 

pull it off. The SGA and 

Monmouth University 

community feel that the 

event was a huge success 

because of Megan and 

Vanessa’s commitment.  

DIVERSITY TALKS! 

Diversity talks are talks 

given by someone who em-
bodies a particular aspect of 

diversity in society, about 
how their personal story 

was challenged due to di-
versity, how they overcame 

those challenges, and ulti-
mately how we can all ap-
proach diversity in the fu-

ture.  On Friday November 
20, SGA’s Human & Com-

munity Relations Commit-
tee, along with ten other 

clubs, held their first 
“Diversity Talks” featuring 

Michael Namelum. Diversity 

Talks aims to educate the 

Monmouth community on 
issues happening around the 

world. Our guest speaker 
Michael is an advocate for 

the LGBT community and 
currently works in Wash-

ington D.C for the non-
profit organization, The 
International Center for 

Research on Women. Mi-
chael, originally from Azer-

baijan, told his story to an 
audience of Monmouth Uni-

versity students in the 
Pozycki Hall auditorium. He 

told about a time where he 
once had 

to hide 
his sexu-

ality 
from 

friends 
and fami-

ly be-
cause he 

knew what it meant to be 

gay in his home country. 
This lead him to marry a 

woman he did not love in 
order to keep his secret 

away from his family and 
friends. These events ulti-

mately lead him to work in 
the Peace Corps and come 
to America and work in 

Texas and eventually work 
with the ICRW. From his 

life in Azerbaijan to his 
work here in the United 

States, Michael told a 
touching story to the stu-

dents about the hardships 
of the LGBTQ community 

in Azerbaijan and even here 
in America. At the end of 

the event students thanked 
Michael for his courage and 

telling his story.   

 

-A.K. Obafemi  

Junior Senator  



MEET THE NEW SENATORS 

Inside Story Headline 

Taylor Klemm and Austin 

Skelton have worked vig-

orously this year to reach 

out to freshman students 

in order to inform them 

about Student Govern-

ment. To start the year off 

early, Taylor and Austin 

began promoting Student 

Government and the 

Fresh Start application in 

the Monmouth University 

Class of 2019 Facebook 

page in the beginning of 

the summer. Both of them 

together began posting on 

the page to discuss dates 

and times for interview 

and information sessions. 

Together, Austin and Tay-

lor worked to then book 

rooms, send out emails, 

and answer questions that 

new recruits asked. After 

about two and a half 

months of hard work, an 

interview date was set for 

September 18th and 19th 

leaving preexisting sena-

tors to vote on new in-

coming members. The 

effort that these two chair 

members displayed left 

Student Government with 

numerous applications of 

interested students and 

eventually a great group of 

new eager senators, eyas, 

and general members.  
 Overall, the challenges of 

communicating efficiently 

with all applicants and cre-

ating dates for informa-

tional sessions were over-

come. The overall out-

come was very successful. 

Austin was quoted saying 

“We believe we got the 

best group of the senators 

to represent each grade 

level and the Monmouth 

Community as a whole”. 

Both Taylor and Austin 

agree that the only thing 

they would change looking 

back on their work was to 

“have held two infor-

mation sessions instead of 

just one”. This would have 

helped interested students 

who could not have made 

the session learn more 

about what Student Gov-

ernment has to offer, real-

izing that many students 

have busy lives with prior 

obligations.   
 With a job well done, 

these two leave the future 

recruitment chairs some 

advice. “We hope the fu-

ture co-chairs reach out 

to all of the Monmouth 

Community and get more 

applications than ever be-

fore to keep up the moral 

and spirit of the Student 

Government.” With that 

being said, Student Gov-

ernment applauds Taylor 

and Austin for their nu-

merous hours of time put 

into recruiting the new 

members and congratu-

lates the newly inducted 

senators. With such in-

spired new members, we 

are sure that the study 

body is left in great hands.  

 

-Bryan McCrea,  

Commuter Senator 
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Freshman Senator   

Joe Firetto 

 

Freshman Senator               

Phillip Russomano 

 

Freshman Senator  

Jabriel Belhadj 

 

Junior Senator  

A.K. Obafemi 

 

Freshman Senator  

Alyssa Delavecchia 

 

 
“Being a freshman 

on SGA , I feel noth-

ing less than a sense 

of family and unity. 

Although I am a 

commuter and not 

around as much,  I 

always feel at home 

with the members of  

senate” 

 

-Joe Firetto 

Freshman Senator 
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As a past member of Mon-

mouth’s Student Govern-

ment Association, 

Brockriede recalls her 

years serving on the Sen-

ate with fondness. During 

her three and a half years 

on SGA, she held the posi-

tions of Event Chair, Presi-

dent Pro-Temp, and Vice 

President. Unlike the 

structure of the current 

senate, as Events Chair, 

Brockriede was responsi-

ble for planning Home-

coming and Springfest, 

while overseeing the Big 

Event. Aside from being 

highly active within Stu-

dent Government, she 

also served in leadership 

positions in Greek Life and 

as the 2009 Senior Class 

President, while pursuing a 

BA in Communication and 

minor in Business Market-

ing. 

 
After graduating, 

Brockriede began working 

as an Undergraduate Ad-

mission Counselor at 

Monmouth. Following MU, 

Brockriede joined the Ju-

venile Diabetes Research 

Foundation team as a spe-

cial events coordinator 

and fundraiser, where she 

planned and executed 

fundraising events to raise 

support and awareness for 

type 1 diabetes research.  

Realizing her interest in 

development and medical 

research, Brockriede as-

sumed the position of de-

velopment associate at 

Hospital for Special Sur-

gery in Manhattan, the 

number one orthopedic 

hospital in the world.  To-

day, Brockriede has come 

full-circle, and currently 

serves as the Director of 

Leadership Programs at 

Monmouth University .  

 
Looking back on her expe-

rience with SGA, 

Brockriede most enjoyed, 

“Being in a room with 

bright, energetic, motivat-

ed peers, looking to do 

impactful things for a larg-

er whole.” She also recalls 

being inspired by the sea-

soned advisors who con-

tinue to help students re-

alize their leadership po-

tential.  She speaks highly 

of the Advisors Vice Presi-

dent Mary Anne Nagy and 

Vaughn Clay, who contin-

ue to advise the Senate 

today, saying that they 

helped positively guide her 

through her college expe-

rience. Of course, she 

spoke highly of her rela-

tionship with Bette as well, 

who continues to serve as 

the SGA secretary. The 

advisors continue to be in 

her life even after her sen-

ate days were over, joking 

“VP Nagy played match-

maker”, having introduced 

her to her husband.  

 
Aside from all of the great 

memories, Brockriede 

adds that SGA gave her 

real world experience, 

having learned time man-

agement skills, how to 

build relationships, collab-

orate with a team, ac-

countability and how to 

delegate responsibility. She 

added, “these are all trans-

ferrable skills for you to 

take with you into your 

life after Monmouth.” Her 

advice to current SGA 

members is to “no matter 

where you go in the world 

and the amazing things 

that you will all continue 

to do, don’t forget the 

people and experiences 

that helped shape you, like 

those at Monmouth Uni-

versity. Remember to stay 

connected and help the 

next generation of Mon-

mouth leaders.”  

 

-Casey Schellinger 

MEET OUR NEW SGA ADVISOR  

AMANDA BROCKRIEDE ’09 (KLAUS) 

Check us out on the 
Web! 

 
https://
www.facebook.com/
monmouth.sga 

 
 
https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1amWaeJWhxk   

 
 

 

 

Want to be featured in our 

next SGA Alumni Spotlight?  

Contact Victoria Wright 

s0938690@monmouth.edu 


