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Understanding Air Pollutants and 
Climate Change  

This lecture will discuss individual air pollutants that result as a 

product of the combustion of fossil fuels and the consequences of 

their emissions on our health and the environment.  Differences   

between air pollutants and misconceptions such as in the role of 

carbon monoxide versus carbon dioxide and ground level ozone 

versus stratospheric ozone will be addressed.  Air pollutants can be 

harmful to human health, other organisms, become deposited in 

water and land and/or cause global warming. Distinguishing air 

pollutants is critical in the discussion of climate change. 
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