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Presentation Outline

●What is Sustainable Jersey for Schools?

●Benefits of Participation

●Framework for Sustainability 

●Certification

●Support for schools – guidance & resources 

●New initiatives 

●Grants & Events

●Q&A
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Sustainable Jersey for Schools

• Launched in 2014

• Modeled after successful municipal 
program

• New Jersey based and consensus driven 

• Awards certification to individual 
schools but requires School Board and 
district level support
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A free, voluntary program that provides tools, training, and grants to 
New Jersey public schools to help them implement sustainability 

initiatives and achieve certification.
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Program Participants

School Program

64 % of NJ Districts Registered

42% of NJ Schools Registered 
(>1000)

335 Schools Certified
● 292 Bronze
● 43 Silver

37 Digital Schools Stars

Municipal Program

81% of NJ Municipalities 
Registered (463)

215 Certified
● 148 Bronze
● 67 Silver
● 2 Gold Stars  .

School Program Participants Municipal Program Participants 
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Why Participate?

Sustainable Jersey for Schools…

• Identifies actions to become more sustainable 

• Provides tools, resources, and guidance to make progress

• Provides access to grants for schools and school districts

• Recognizes accomplishments
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What is Sustainability?
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PEOPLE

PROSPERITY

PLANET

Components of Sustainability

Stewardship of People, Planet & Economic Resources
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Sustainability Framework

Designed for New Jersey Schools
• Program actions developed by Task Forces 

of subject matter experts from:

• Professional associations

• Local non-profits

• State and federal agencies

• Private sector

• Schools choose from menu of actions to 
earn points for certification
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Choose from 100+ 
Actions for Sustainability

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/

So far….
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Five Steps to Certification

1
• School district adopts resolution of participation and registers.  

Then any school in the district may also register to participate. 

2
• School principals register their school with letter of participation 

signed by principal and superintendent

3

• Green Team created at district or school level to coordinate 
certification effort 

4
• District/School completes certification actions totaling at least 

150 points 

5
• Green Team uploads documentation and submits application 
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Annual Certification Cycle

Online application for certification has 3 
rounds of submissions and reviews each year

2022 Application Cycle:

• January 13 – Initial Application Deadline

• Late February – Reviewer Comments

• March 29 – Second Submission 

• Early May – Reviewer Comments 

• June 15 – Final Application Submission

• Early August – Certified Schools Notified

• October – Certified Schools Celebration

1

1

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/2022-certification-cycle/
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Levels of Recognition

Bronze Certification
• 150 points
• Green team

• 2 out of 14 priority actions

• Actions completed in 6 of 22 
categories

Silver Certification
• 350 points
• Green team

• 3 out of 14 priority actions

• Actions completed in 8 of 22 
categories

1
2

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/certification-overview/

Digital Schools Star
• 7 Digital Learning actions
• 3 Student Learning actions 

with digital technology

• 1 School Culture & Climate 
action with digital learning

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Digital_Schools/SJDS_Info_Sheet_2021.pdf
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Priority Actions

These are actions considered to be especially important and foundational for 
sustainability in New Jersey schools. They cover a diverse range of  education-
related topic areas – from Student Learning to Operations.

• District Sustainability Policy 

• Professional Development for 
Sustainability

• School Carbon Foot Print

• District Commitment to Digital 
Learning

• Equitable Access to Digital Learning

• Digital Citizenship

• Education for Sustainability Actions 
(category of 14 actions)

• Energy Efficiency for School 
Facilities

• Green Building Policy

• Green Purchasing Policy

• Indoor Air Quality Review

• Community Education & 
Outreach

• School Wellness Council

• Waste Audit

14+ Priority Actions
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Activate A Green Team

• Recruit members from diverse sectors of the district –
administration, educators, facilities, food services, 
school nurse, parents, students, community partners

• Use existing committees (e.g. Wellness Council) to also 
serve as green team

• Tips to encourage and facilitate
staff participation in the green team:

o Make sustainability part of district goals
o Include sustainability-related professional development

in staff goals
o Provide stipends to staff to coordinate green team 

initiatives and the application process
o Release staff from hall/lunch/recess duty for green team 

meetings and to work on application
o Use a shared drive (e.g. Google) to compile documents 

for application
o Publicly recognize green team efforts and the 

contributions of volunteers

Wellness Council

iSTEAM

Creative 
Team

Green Team

Technology 
Team
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Check out Green Team 
Resources at: 
https://www.sustainablejersey
schools.com/resources/green-
team-resources/

TIP: Download the Master 
Action Tracking Spreadsheet 
to survey actions and plan: 
https://www.sustainablejerse
yschools.com/fileadmin/medi
a/Grants_and_Resources/Gre
en_Team_Resources/Certificat
ion/SJS_Master_Action_Tracki
ng_Spreadsheet.xlsx

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Green_Team_Resources/Certification/SJS_Master_Action_Tracking_Spreadsheet.xlsx
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Partner With Your 
Municipal Green Team

1

6

Look up your town on the 
Sustainable Jersey Municipal 
Program website: 
https://www.sustainablejersey.com/
certification/search-participating-
municipalities-approved-actions/

Search for “Collaboration” actions.  
These are actions that schools and 
municipalities can work on together 
and each earn points for their 
respective certifications.
https://www.sustainablejerseyschoo
ls.com/actions/

https://www.sustainablejersey.com/certification/search-participating-municipalities-approved-actions/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/
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Action Descriptions on Website

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/
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Check out Examples:
Action Spotlights

Exemplary submissions from schools that were certified 
are “spotlighted” in the action descriptions:
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Check out Examples From Your Peers:
Certification Reports

Use the Participating Schools Map to find examples of documentation from 
certified schools

Search by action
View certified schools 

approved for that action

View certification report for 
example documentation

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search -participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search%20-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/
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20
Example of certification report; 
scroll down report to find 
submission information for 
searched action.
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Moving Forward to Certification!

Make a plan!

 Focus on completing your Green Team Action 

 Two Priority Actions

 Then review remaining actions to determine which actions 
you could complete by the final application deadline.  

 Low-hanging fruit – Look for actions that your school/district 
is already doing or could easily complete. 

 Add additional contributors to your dashboard to help with 
the online application.
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Resources On Our Website

• Participating Districts & Schools:  Check list of participating schools 
and search certification reports

• Actions page:  Review actions to see where your district and 
schools can earn points.  Link to Master Action Tracking 
Spreadsheet - lists all actions and brief summary of their 
requirements

• Grants and Technical Assistance page: Participating districts and 
schools may apply for SJS Grants and technical assistance to 
support sustainability initiatives.  

• Events page: Find out about upcoming webinars or view recordings 
of past webinars
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www.SustainableJerseySchools.com

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/certification/search-participating-districts-schools-approved-actions/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/actions/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/grants/
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/nc/events/
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New Initiatives: 
Food Waste Pilot Project
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Food Waste Pilot Project

Reduce Food Waste Recover Uneaten Food Recycle (compost)
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By September 2022

Future Updates

With the adoption of the 2020 New Jersey 
Student Learning Standards (NJSLS), New 
Jersey became the first state in the nation 
to include climate change across content 
areas. These standards are designed to 
prepare students to understand how and 
why climate change happens, the impact it 
has on our local and global communities 
and to act in informed and sustainable 
ways. 

Districts are encouraged to utilize the 
NJSLS to develop interdisciplinary units 
focused on climate change that include 
authentic learning experiences, integrate a 
range of perspectives and are action 
oriented.

Visual and Performing Arts
Comprehensive Health and Physical Ed .
Science
Social Studies 
World Languages
Computer Science & Design Thinking 
Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key 
Skills 

English Language Arts
Mathematics 

Climate Change Education Learning Standards

New Initiatives: 
Climate Change Education
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Implementation

2

6

Key Needs & Recommendation

• Professional Learning
• Curricular Resources
• Community-Based Climate Education
• Support from Boards of Education

Documents findings of a

Thought Leader Committee

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fil
eadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Resour
ces/climate-change-ed-online-Final.pdf

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Grants_and_Resources/Resources/climate-change-ed-online-Final.pdf


Climate Change Education Resources
2
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https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/climate/

https://subjecttoclimate.org/

https://cleanet.org/
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• New Jersey public schools serving students in grades 6 -12

• Climate Challenge integrated into classroom or club activities

• Student teams complete a school or community-based project 
addressing a cause or impact climate change and create a short video

• Awards ceremony hosted by Governor and First Lady at Drumthwacket

• Recognized schools receive grants ranging from $2,500 - $500

• 2021 – 2022 school year submissions due April 20

• 2022 – 2023 Challenge will be announced in October 22
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Sponsor Project 

Type

Funding 

Levels

Cycle 

Announced

Application 

Deadline

Funding 

Distributed

Gardinier 

Environmental 

Fund

Energy $10,000-

$50,000*

Late August End of 

October

By January

NJEA General $2,000

$10,000

Late August End of 

October

By March

PSEG 

Foundation

General $2,000

$10,000

Mid-October Mid-May By June

• Fund your projects and certification efforts with a Sustainable Jersey grant!
• All cycles are contingent upon annual funding received by sponsors
• Once funding is confirmed for a cycle, it will be announced via our website 
at: bit.ly/SJSgrants

Sustainable Jersey Grants

*Subject to change

https://bit.ly/SJSgrants
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EDF Climate Corps Fellows

Fellows help municipalities and school districts track 
and analyze energy usage and apply for New Jersey’s 
Clean Energy Program and utility incentives!

Join us for “Drop-in” Sessions!

• March 24th @ 3PM

• March 25th @ 11:30AM

Register or apply at: 
bit.ly/SJEDFClimateCorps

Questions?

Contact Brandon Rothrock at 
rothrocb@tcnj.edu

mailto:rothrocb@tcnj.edu
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Sustainability Summit 2022

Save the date for the 2022 New 
Jersey Sustainability Summit: 
Friday, June 24, 2022 at 
@BellWorks in Holmdel, NJ. 
#NJSustainabilitySummit
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Program Partners

33
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Founding Sponsor

Founding Sponsor

Founding Sponsor

BRONZE

PLATINUM

GOLD SILVER

Program Underwriters

Grants Program

Corporate Sponsors

Sustainable Jersey for Schools Supporters & Sponsors

Founding Sponsor
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BRONZESILVER

Program Underwriters

Corporate Sponsors

Sustainable Jersey Digital Schools Funders & Partners

Interested in becoming a Corporate Sponsor?

Click here or our contact Development Director, Joe Grillo at 908-406-1901 or email grillog@tcnj.edu.

GOLD

https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/fileadmin/media/Support_Us/Corporate_Sponsorships/SJDS_Sponsorship_Form.pdf
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Véronique Lambert
Sustainable Jersey  

609-771-2469

lambertv@tcnj.edu

mailto:orlambertv@tcnj.edu

