
Global Food Waste: 
A Concern of Today

• The consumer s per ception of “suboptimal food” : 
cultur al nor ms ar ound what is consider ed “food,” 
“waste” or  “edible” (Aschemann-Witzel et. al 2015). 

• Two Routes: Intentional r oute cater ing towar d the 
nor ms or  intentions ar ound thr owing away food & 
Routinized r oute of ever yday habits and household 
pr actices (str onger  influence).

• Theor y of Planned Behavior  (TPB) : how nor ms, 
per ceived behavior s, and attitudes influence intentions 
behind food waste pair ed with  r outine theor y to expand 
on the subconscious patter n of consistent habitual 
r outines in their  daily life (Stancu et. al 2016). 

Produced 
to Landfall

0.4 Political Ecology
• Industr ial agr icultur e ---> cheap calor ies ---> 

over pr oduction

• Capitalist food pr oducer s, mar keting, global economies, 
and supplier s cr eate social and capital inequalities by 
sculpting what is consider ed “waste.”

• Food waste is positioned with in a power  str uctur e 
manipulated by political decisions and gover nance that 
inevitably pr oduce envir onmental har ms and lack of food 
accessibility. 

• Cor por ations cr eate inequality of land use, gover nmental 
policies shape wor ldwide diets, and industr ial agr icultur e 
kills ecosystems fr om toxic pr oducts.

0.2 Social Construction
• Landfill --> Anaer obic Decomposition -->  

Methane --> Atmospher e --> War ming

• Har mful landfills str ain fr esh  water , land, 
and ener gy

• The EPA’s “Feed It Onwar d” initiative is a 
voluntar y pr ogr am. It enables par tner ships 
between feder al cor por ations, businesses, 
and communities to r edir ect excess, edible 
food to r educe food insecur ity and suppor t 
local communities and militar y families

• Redir ection of 15% edible food waste it 
could r educe hunger  of +/- 18.4 million 
people & 35% of calor ic needs met in 
Amer icans suffer ing food insecur ity.

• Help fr om anaer obic digestion pr ogr ams 
and or ganizations (ie. Feeding Amer ica).

0.3 
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0.1 The Problem and Global 
Significance 

Amelia Benol
Monmouth  Univer sity, West Long Br anch , NJ 

• Landfills cr eated by r otting food impact the 
envir onment by r eleasing gr eenhouse gasses such  
as methane into the soil and atmospher e. Methane 
is ar ound 20x str onger  than the aver age CO2 gas 
being r eleased. (Walia and Sander s 2017). 

• People ar e still suffer ing gr eatly fr om 
malnour ishment, while an impr essive per cent of 
edible food is being wasted. Food waste impacts 
mor e issues than food insecur ity (Steiner  et. al 
2019). 

Journey 

From

• Waste is not just unwanted or  discar ded food. It is 
socially constr ucted by challenging how society 
decides what is consider ed “food” and “waste” 
shaped by cultur e, the capitalist power , and is 
economically embedded (Cooks 2018). 

• Lack of awar eness of envir onmental har m or  lack 
of concer n - little knowledge ar ound the lar ger  
phenomenon of food waste.

⅓ of food is globally wasted annually

0.5 Environmental Policy and 
Redirection

133 
Billion 

Pounds

<--- Amount of food waste dir ectly 

tied to r etail and consumer  waste 

in the U.S.

Food waste is the disposal of any 
form of edible food

Consumer  households = 
one of the main sour ces 

of food waste, 
specifically middle - 

upper  income countr ies
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