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Victims of domestic violence often choose not to report the
abuse to police due to fear of the abuser, fear of the law
enforcement process, and fear of losing the support of
loved ones. The number of acknowledged violent acts

within a case is often difficult to ascertain due to a legal
system that sometimes inadvertently penalizes victims

more than the perpetrators.

FINDINGS & DISCUSSION
The main component of domestic violence policy is too
focused on physical or criminal acts. Academic research

is limited on the psychological effects of intimate partner
violence. A solution would include a comprehensive

measure of IPV that outlines non-physical abuse in detail;
namely verbal abuse, threats, intimidation, isolation and

financial control over one's partner.

POOR DATA

ECONOMIC IMPACT
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC)

approximates that the lifetime cost of a
single act of intimate partner violence is

approximately $3.6 trillion. 

PROPOSED INTERVENTIONS

Considering the hyperfocus on criminalization, one
can conclude that increased arrests and incarceration
of perpetrators comes with a heavy price of resources

and a lack of return on the investment. Both victims
and perpetrators would benefit from a percentage of

funding spent on law enforcement programs to be
reallocated to prevention and education programs, as

well as rehabilitation efforts for abusers exiting jail
following their offense. It appears policy makers do

not acknowledge that while punishment is necessary,
change in behavior is instrumental in the fight to end

domestic violence.

FUNDING

GUN CONTROL

Current federal law governs firearms and domestic
violence attempts to protect women from such harm by
prohibiting possession of firearms or ammunition if the

respondent has a prior conviction for a violent
misdemeanor crime, or is subject to a court order that

restrains the respondent from harassing, stalking or
threatening an intimate partner.

 
These laws do not work as they should because they do

not account for live-in partners, and exclude dating
partners. Access to a firearm is a significant risk factor in

whether abuse against victims will be fatal or result in
homicide.

 
Congress needs to modify firearm laws related to

domestic violence to include unmarried, non-cohabiting
persons. Federal law only applies to cohabiting couples in

a committed intimate relationship (Merrefield, 2022).
Congress should expand the law so that victims of any

gender and those in any non-cohabiting intimate
relationship are afforded the same protections that

currently exist for victims that exist in marriage.
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PROBLEM & POPULATION
Domestic violence is a crime in the United

States, yet it is common for many Americans
to know a victim on a personal level. Physical

and sexual assaults, stalking, and rape
continue to cause tremendous physical and
emotional trauma, cost millions of dollars in
property damage and victim care, and have

substantial consequences for the victims and
children involved in such circumstances

related to intimate partner violence (IPV).
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT
 VAWA has a number of flaws that continue to challenge the

achievement of its objectives, including pre-trial diversion and
prevention. There is no mention of sexual harassment or control issues
that do not rise to criminal levels. Nor does VAWA address things like
“spiritual abuse” from a Christian Domestic Discipline perspective or

“economic abuse” via controlling where a wife or partner spends
money or how it is spent. 


