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Objectives 

Acquire deep understanding of Vietnam's culture and 
healthcare to design relevant and impactful OTD 
capstone experiences. 

Master crafting effective OTD capstone program 
frameworks, focusing on student engagement and 
achievement in Vietnam. 

Learn to forge and maintain ethical, sustainable 
partnerships with Vietnamese healthcare providers and 
communities for mutual benefit. 
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Stages of Development 

Reconnaissance Visit 
Sustaining Partnership 

Student Site Visits 
Project planning, 

making connections 

- Capstone Projects 
- Symposium 

Roadmap of Presentation 
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Project TVD 
- US-based nonprofit organization 
- Mission: TVD is dedicated to advancing 

access to health care for people of Vietnam and 
improving current standards of patient care 

- Dr. Robin Mama, Dean of Social Work at 
Monmouth University, has served on TVD’s 
board of directors for over 10 years 

Pre-existing Connections: MU SW 

Project Planning & Initial Connections 
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Orthopedic/Psychiatric Hospital 

Dr. Patro & Dr. Mama with Da 
Nang Psychiatric Hospital 

Director and some physicians. 

Spreading Awareness of OT 

Hosting meetings with hospital board of directors, TVD 
volunteers, & TVD’s founder, Dr. Tung Van Dinh 

Reconnaissance Visit 
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Background: Vietnam’s Culture & Healthcare 

The Vietnamese healthcare system first began efforts to include profession of 
OT in 2019, however, many barriers remain. 

The inaugural class of OTs graduated in 2019 with a Bachelors in OT. 
marking a historical moment for the country. 

Current educators in Vietnam's rehabilitation settings are participating in 
PhD and master’s programs to further competence and learning. 

(Causey & Björn, 2019; Demey et al., 2022; Van et al., 2024) 
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Student Involvement 
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bx6zT8umJn5ANJJe2fbsCqYYp26qXgmb/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1GNH9LmPPbnvwJ8-29kxkJRDNt3P-L-Rz/view


© 2024 by the American Occupational Therapy Association 



© 2024 by the American Occupational Therapy Association 



© 2024 by the American Occupational Therapy Association 

Healthcare Professionals’ Knowledge of Occupational 
Therapy in Vietnam: A Pilot and Exploratory Study 
• Examined knowledge and awareness of OT among 

health care professionals 
Healthcare Professionals Understanding and Attitudes 
Toward Occupational Therapy Practice Following an 
Interprofessional Program in Vietnam: A Case and 
Cross-Analysis 
• Investigated how exposure to OT impacts Vietnamese 

psychiatric staff’s understanding and attitudes towards 
client-centered care within a psychiatric hospital 

Capstone Implementation 
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• Continued capstone experiences 
▪ 2025, 2026, to be continued. 

• 2024 Psychiatric Practice Symposium: 
Monmouth University-Da Nang 
Psychiatric Hospital 

Psychiatric Practice Symposium 
Agenda 

Sustaining Partnership 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZznMMCRS4ZcBqOelUR4GkqxXV3Cx79ed/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZznMMCRS4ZcBqOelUR4GkqxXV3Cx79ed/view?usp=drive_link
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Cultural Humility/ 
Competence 

Effective 
communication 
& collaborative 

problem-solving 

Sustaining Ethical Considerations 
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Increased 
opportunities for 

research & scholarship 
efforts 

Acquisition of 
knowledge & skills 

for all parties 

Opportunities for 
dissemination of 

knowledge & skills 
interculturally 

Reciprocal Impacts: A Cross-Cultural 
Approach 
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