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New Jersey Future is a nonprofit, 

nonpartisan organization that brings 

together concerned citizens and 

leaders to promote responsible land -

use policies. The organization 

employs original research, analysis 

and advocacy to build coalitions and 

drive land - use policies that help 

revitalize cities and towns, protect 

natural lands and farms, provide more 

transportation choices beyond cars, 

expand access to safe and affordable 

neighborhoods and fuel a prosperous 

economy.



Population by Age Group, 

2000 vs 2013



Change in Population by Age 

Group, 2000 vs 2013



Millennials

Ågenerally defined as people born from ~1980 to 
~2000. So they are/were:

ÅAge 0 to 20 in 2000 (and hence not relevant to 
analysis of locationalpreferences)

Å!ƎŜ мо ǘƻ оо ƛƴ нлмо όŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !/{ LΩǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ 
for my analysis) ςthe 22-to-34 age group thus 
roughly corresponds to the bulk of the Millennials, 
the ones in young adulthood, in 2013.

ÅAge 17 to 37 in 2017



Change in Population by Age 

Group, 2000 vs 2013

MillennialsΧΦ
definitely not 
smaller than 
GenXΣ ȅŜǘ bWΩǎ 
22-to-34 
population has 
decreasedas 
Millennials
aged into this 
age group ς
what is going 
on here??
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Where did they go?  

To Brooklyn?

To Pennsylvania in 
search of cheaper 
housing?

To cheaper cities in 
the Midwest?



ÅNearly half of 18-
to-34-year-olds in 
NJ live with their 
parents, vs. only 
1/3 nationally and 
37% in PA

ÅNearly 2/3 of 
bWΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ-at-home 
Millennialsare 
employed



NJ Millennials

What about the ones who have 
stayed, and who can afford to move 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΚ

Where have they moved to?

Do Millennialsreally love cities?



Finding Concentrations of 

Millennials : Location Quotients 

for Age Groups

To find out where an age cohort is concentrated geographically, we can 
use location quotients (LQs).  For a given municipality, its location 
quotient for a given age group is:

Å҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ
Å% of all NJ residents that fall in that age group

LQ > 1 means that age group is more prevalent in the municipality than 
in the state as a whole

LQ < 1 means that age group is less prevalent in the municipality than in 
the state as a whole



Finding Concentrations of 

Millennials : Location Quotients 

for Age Groups

Example: Hoboken (which ranks #1 in the state)

IƻōƻƪŜƴΩǎ [v ŦƻǊ нн-to-34-year-olds in 2013 is:

774.2
%4.16

%4.45

34  to22 age residentsJersey  New of  %

34to22ageresidentsHobokenof%
==

Millennialsare 177.4 percent more common in Hoboken 
than they are statewide!



Municipalities with Highest 

Location Quotients for 22 - to - 34-

Year - Olds, 2013

county municipality name

22 to 34 
LQ, 2013

Hudson Hoboken 2.774 

Cumberland Maurice River township 2.003 prison

Burlington New Hanover township 1.877 McGuire AFB

Hudson East Newark 1.826 

Mercer Hightstown 1.730 

Hudson Jersey City 1.694 

Hudson Harrison 1.694 

Burlington Chesterfield township 1.688 prison

Bergen Palisades Park 1.650 

Middlesex New Brunswick 1.586 

Burlington North Hanover township 1.578 McGuire AFB

Cumberland Bridgeton 1.531 

Burlington Maple Shade 1.527 

Bergen Fairview 1.522 

Hudson Weehawken 1.519 

Hudson West New York 1.492 



Typology of Places

More generally, what types of places are attracting Millennials?  What kinds 
of places have high LQs for 22-to-34-year-olds? 

If we want to know if MillennialsƭƛƪŜ άǎƳŀǊǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘέ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
a working definition of smart growth.  Criteria from Creating Places to Age in 
New Jersey:

Å Density of destinationsΣ ŀǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ άnet activity densityέ Ґ 
(population + employment) / developed acres

Å Presence of a mixed-use center, as indicated by:
Å designated center in the State Plan or Pinelands (or Highlands)

Å {L5Σ .L5Σ ƻǊ άaŀƛƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘέ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ

Å Walkability, as measured by local road density ςroute-miles of local 
road per square mile ςwhich is a good indicator of connectivity

Each municipality is assigned to a category on each of 
these 3 metrics.
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