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Data & Methodology
Descriptive and multivariate analysis

American Community Survey 
◦ 2012-2014 Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) file

◦ 2010-2014 5-year summary data

Immigrant gateway typology (A. Singer)

Suburban typology (ULI/RCLCO)
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Data & Methodology
Immigrant Gateway Typology
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Data & Methodology
Suburban Typology
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Data & Methodology
Suburban Typology
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Key Takeaways
Immigration has been an important source of population 
growth and housing demand in regions across the country.

Immigrants have strong aspirations for single-family 
homeownership.

The suburbs are increasingly attracting new immigrants 
from all economic and cultural backgrounds. 

Areas experiencing or expecting significant immigration 
should be proactive in accommodating new immigrants. 
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Immigration has been an important 
source of population growth and housing 
demand.
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Immigrants have strong aspirations 
for single-family homeownership.
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Source: ACS PUMS file



Immigrants have strong aspirations 
for single-family homeownership.
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Immigrants have strong aspirations 
for single-family homeownership.

Key factors associated with single-family 
homeownership:

• Household income

• Length of time in the U.S.

• Region of origin
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The suburbs are increasingly attracting 
new immigrants from all backgrounds. 
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The suburbs are increasingly attracting 
new immigrants from all backgrounds. 
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The suburbs are increasingly attracting 
new immigrants from all backgrounds. 
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The suburbs are increasingly attracting 
new immigrants from all backgrounds. 
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The suburbs are increasingly attracting 
new immigrants from all backgrounds. 
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The suburbs are increasingly attracting 
new immigrants from all backgrounds. 

Household characteristics are not strongly 
correlated with the likelihood of living in the 
suburbs:

• Length of time in the US

•Household size

•Age

•Household income 
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No consistent correlations
with suburban residence



Areas experiencing significant immigration 
should accommodate new immigrants. 

Immigrants are critical to the economic well-being 
of cities, suburbs and regions across the country.

An influx of immigrants to a suburb may be 
followed by additional flows of migrants from the 
same country.

Investments in housing, retail, recreational and 
cultural amenities, as well as social assistance and 
education programs are key.
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Areas experiencing significant immigration 
should accommodate new immigrants. 

Challenges to suburban communities
◦ Lack of existing immigrant networks and institutions

◦ Insufficient government resources for immigrant services

◦ Potential opposition from existing residents

Opportunities for suburban communities
◦ Key segment of the demand for suburban housing

◦ Single-family homes currently occupied by Baby Boomers

◦ Population growth in declining suburbs

◦ New investment in suburban commercial centers

23



Questions?
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