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POLLAK THEATRE
For more information contact the box 
office at 732-263-5730.

CHiLdREn’s THEATER
July 8-9
Rapunzel 
Tickets: $10 Children 12 and under 
Adults $12

sHAdOW LAWn sTAGE 
For more information contact Linda Delaney 
at 732-571-3634.

JunE 6-22
Wait Until Dark by Frederick Knott
8:00 PM (June 6-7, 12-14, 19-21)
2:00 PM & 7:00 PM (June 8, 15, 22)
Tickets: $15-$25

JunE 27-JuLy 13
The Way You Look Tonight by Niall Williams
8:00 PM (June 27-28, July 3-5, July 10-12)    
2:00 PM & 7:00 PM (June 29, July 6. July 13)    
Tickets: $15-$25

JuLy 18-AuGusT 3
The Odd Couple by Neil Simon
8:00 PM (July 18-19, July 24-26, July 31-
August 2)
2:00 PM & 7:00 PM (July 20, July 27 August 3)
Tickets: $15-$25

MUSIC	&	THEATRE	PERFORMING	ARTS

General InforMatIon:
www.monmouth.edu

732-571-3400

Monmouth University supports equal opportunity in recruitment, 
admission, educational programs, and employment practices, and 

complies with all major federal and state laws and executive orders 
requiring equal employment opportunity and/or affirmative action.

ALUMNI	EVENTS For more information, contact 732-571-3489

JuLy 19
Young Alumni Summer Reunion ’08 
Classes of 2005-2008
Wilson Hall - Erlanger Gardens
 6:00-10:00 PM

sEPTEmbER 12
Speed Networking
Location: TBA
7:00-9:00 PM

OCTObER 3
Sports Hall of Fame Dinner
Wilson Hall
6:30-10:30 PM

OCTObER 25
Homecoming 2008: Celebrating 75 years

nOvEmbER 6
Alumni Reception
Trump Taj Mahal Casino Resort 
Atlantic City, New Jersey
5:30-6:30 PM

nOvEmbER 19
Career Fair
Anacon Hall
12:30-4:00 PM

OTHER	EVENTS

JunE 11
Kislak Real Estate Institute 
15th Leadership Excellence Award Dinner 
Honoree: Carl J. Goldberg, Managing Partner, 
Roseland Property Company
Wilson Hall
5:00 PM

JunE 16
25th Annual Monmouth Athletics Golf Outing 
Deal Golf and Country Club
Time: TBA

sEPTEmbER 22
1st Annual Monmouth Social Work 
Department Golf Outing 
Glenwood Country Club, Old Bridge
Time: 11:00 AM Registration, 12:00 PM Tee-
Off, 6:00 PM Cocktails/Hors d’oeuvres, 6:30 
PM Awards

All proceeds benefit Monmouth’s School of 
Social Work. For more information contact
Eileen Corcoran at  (732) 571-3543.
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On the cOver:  
Dr. Ursula Howson, assistant professor of Biology snorkeling off Eleuthra island in  
January as part of the Tropical Island Ecology class. She is holding a kings helmet 
(sassis tuberose) and a sea biscuit (clypeaster rosaceus). Photograph courtesy of Professor 
John Tiedemann.

Correction: Page 6 of the previous issue erroneously identified 1964 as the year that Dean 
Edward Schlaefer died.  He retired as president of Monmouth College on June 30, 1962. 
He died in January 1963. 

MusiC & theatre PerForMing arts

aLuMni events For more information, contact 732-571-3489
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Your comments and suggestions regard-
ing Monmouth University Magazine are 
welcomed and encouraged. Please send 
your communications in one of the four 
ways below:

e-mail: 
mailquad@monmouth.edu 
Please include the word “mailQuad” in the subject line.

Post:  
“mailQuad”
Monmouth University Magazine
Room 320a, Wilson Hall
400 Cedar avenue
West long Branch, NJ 07764-1898

fax:  
“mailQuad”: 1-732-263-5315

PHoNe:  
1-732-263-5317

N.B.: Because of space limitations, we regret 
that we can publish only a small sampling of 
the letters we receive.

MAILQUAD
post + e-MAIL + fAx + phone

how to submit 
a letter to the editor:

REMEMBERING MONMOUTH 
It was such a pleasure to read the 

“Humble Beginnings” in the University 
magazine.

I was in the graduating class of ’38, 
and the article took me back to those years 
in an instant. (I shall be 90 on April 14.) 

I’m so fortunate to be able to remember 
much of what is in the report!

Having graduated from Long Branch 
High School in February of ’36, I entered 
MJC at once, so had 2 ½ years of 
preparation for Paterson State Teachers 
College—now William Paterson University 
(masters at Seton Hall).

My career was at the Radburn School 
in Fair Lawn (kindergarten).

The teachers at MJC were so dedicated 
and gave us such a great educational 
background.

They, also, were down to earth and 
friendly. When we students had a party, 
the teachers were there if their personal 
schedule allowed.

The acappella choir, led by Larry 
Dilsner, was “THE” organization to join. 
We traveled by car to many churches in 
the state, and presented Gilbert & Sullivan 
operettas locally. Also had lots of picnics.

We had a basketball team that also 
traveled around, but there was not a bus 
to transport them. Any team member who 
had a car, used it!

Jeanette (Levy) Kearns ‘38

It was exciting to receive the notices 
that Monmouth is celebrating its 75th 
Anniversary. To try to be a part of the 
Diamond Jubilee I thought I would share 
my background. 

I enrolled at Monmouth Junior College 
in 1952 just after my graduation from 
Long Branch High School. My college 
attendance was then cut short when I 
joined the Marines and was sent to the 
Korean service front. Three years later 
I returned to Monmouth to continue my 
studies.  

In order to afford my college education 
I had to work full time and attend 
Monmouth at night. Even though I was 
primarily a “night” student I tried out for 
the Monmouth basketball team (during my 
final year as a night student) and had the 
honor of being “cut” three times before I 
accepted Coach Boylan’s decision.  

That was in the days before the Boylan 
Gym when we practiced in a nearby West 

Long Branch school, and played our 
home games at Asbury Park’s Convention 
Hall.  I did however, earn my “M” letter 
for golf.  Aside from my limited “sports” 
participation, I was also the President of 
the International Relations Club.

I finally graduated in 1961 and my 
Monmouth grade average got me into 
Stetson University College of Law. After 
graduation from law school I passed the 
New Jersey Bar exam and was a trial 
attorney for several prominent Monmouth 
County law firms, before retiring from my 
own law firm and moving to Wilmington, 
NC.

I remained active with Monmouth and 
was President of the Alumni Association 
when Annie was filmed at the College.  
In addition to campus activities for the 
Alumni office I even provided some legal 
assistance that involved an infamous beer 
party on campus.

One of the highlights of my association 
with Monmouth was an invitation to the 
President’s residence in 1984 for a dinner 
gathering where I invited my future wife 
Cecile, daughter of Dr. Harry Brindle, 
former Chief of Staff at Jersey Shore 
Medical Center.  Cecile and I were married 
in August of 1985.

I remember when the Athletic Hall of 
Fame was opened and Anne Kuhlman 
Novak was honored.  Anne was a 
Monmouth supporter and had pushed for 
a school for nursing.

Unfortunately, I will not be able to 
attend the celebration, due to prior 
commitments.  But I thank Monmouth 
for my education and salute Monmouth 
University on its 75th ANNIVERSARY!!

Fred Blankenhorn ‘61

HONORING EDUARD HELLY
Your exciting essay on Eduard Helly is 

thought-provoking and uncovers a vital link 
in the history of Monmouth’s intellectual 
life. Helly’s example is an archetype for 
distinguished scholarship. 

It would be fitting for Monmouth 
to commemorate him with a series of 
lectures, a scholarship, or by naming an 
area on campus in his honor. Given Helly’s 
life, work, and times, Monmouth should 
recognize his contributions as important to 
our history and commitment to humanistic 
values.

Howard Nitzberg, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus

THANKS TO THE WRITERS CLUB
I am not a writer or a poet but I was 

drawn into an earnest group of students 
who enjoyed each others’ company and 
enjoyed the art of writing. To me it was 
somewhat of a mystery how anyone could 
put together such well-crafted stories and 
poetry; I watched the process unfold and 
began to proofread and help organize the 
page layouts of Monmouth Letters. For me 
it was education beyond the classroom. 
Somewhere, in one of those journals, I’m 
listed as an editor. Fancy that, an editor of 
a literary journal whose contribution was 
essentially mechanical. 

For three or so years, I rubbed shoulders 
with some really proficient members of 
our writers’ group.  Those memories were 
revived when our group recently had a 
small reunion; once again I listened to 
some marvelous poetry. Steve Friedland 
(Brute Force) gave us a personal concert.

Our Writers’ group got together not only 
at our little space across Norwood Avenue, 
but at each others’ homes as well.  At one 
of those homes I saw this lovely young girl 
and it was love at first sight, but she was 
holding a baby; damn, I thought, she’s 
already taken. I was most happy to find out 
the baby was her nephew. At this writing, 
Joan and I have been married for forty-five 
years. Thanks Writers’ Club.

Harvey Phillips ‘63
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On April 12, 1945, Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt 
suffered a cerebral hemor-
rhage and died at Warm 

Springs, Georgia. Elected to four terms 
in office, Roosevelt served from 1933 to 
1945, longer than any other president 
of the United States. After 12 tumultu-
ous years, the reigns of power changed 
hands in Washington, D.C.

In Long Branch, New Jersey, Ed-
ward G. Schlaefer who began as dean 
of the junior college in 1933 remained 
at the helm at Monmouth. Schlaefer 

would continue at the school, started 
as an emergency program under Roos-
evelt, throughout its tenure at the Long 
Branch High School and beyond. 

Although now indelibly linked with 
Wilson Hall, the former Shadow Lawn 
Mansion, Monmouth Junior College 
had enrolled more than 7,000 students 
over nearly a quarter century before 
moving to the palatial estate in West 
Long Branch in 1956.  

The day-to-day routine that al-
lowed Monmouth Junior College to 
occupy the same building as the Long 

Branch High School varied little from 
the privations of the Great Depression 
through the energetic growth follow-
ing World War II.

“Desks must be cleared, rooms left 
blank and impersonal for whatever class 
the college might put in there,” recalls 
Nancy Schlaefer Bruch ’58. Bruch, 
daughter of Dean Schlaefer, remembers 
that the college’s relationship with the 
high school was always a little edgy. 

“For the most part, the high school 
teachers were not happy about having 
to clear out of the building by four in 
the afternoon, at which time the col-
lege would take over,” she said.

“The janitorial staff had scarcely an 
hour to clean the building. One teacher 
of senior English who ruled the roost, 
and the principal as well, made dire 
threats should the upstart college in-
terfere with her arrangements.”

Returning veterans had saved Mon-
mouth Junior College, but increasing 
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The history of Monmouth in the decade following the end of 
World War II is often captured in a single paragraph. Yet 
important academic and institutional milestones including 
incorporation as a non-profit, gaining the ability to confer 
Associate degrees, and accreditation from the Middle States 
Association were achieved in these ten years. These advances 
laid the foundation for the future of Monmouth University.  

Michael Maiden

celebrating

75 Y Part 2: 1945 - 1955ears

Post War Boom
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enrollment exacerbated tensions over 
limited space. In an editorial dated Feb-
ruary 26, 1946, Dean Schlaefer observed 
that “the biggest education boom in our 
academic history has contributed to the 
growth of the junior colleges in the past 
year. Many of them were forced to close 
during the war and re-opened…dou-
bling their enrollment.”

A later story in the October 16, 1946 
edition of The Outlook cautiously cel-
ebrated a 200% increase in the student 
body. The “largest co-ed enrollment in 
the 13-year history of Monmouth Ju-
nior College has taxed the facilities of 
both faculty and building to the utmost 
and is correlated with the nationwide 
quest for education, particularly on the 
part of service men.”

Enrollment jumped from a “record 
high of 344 registrations” in March of 
1946 to more than 600 students in Feb-
ruary of 1948. 

Academic Accreditation and 
Advancement

In late 1947, following years of ef-
fort seeking the privilege, the New 
Jersey State Department of Education 

accredited Monmouth Junior College 
to award Associate in Arts (A.A.) de-
grees. Only the second New Jersey 
junior college granted such authority, 
the change meant that “there must be 
strict adherence to standards set by the 
State Department, and at least one-
fourth of the teachers must hold the 
Ph.D.,” read a cover story in the Octo-
ber 3, 1947 issue of The Outlook.

Until then Monmouth had been 
limited to awarding diplomas and 
relying on transfer agreements with 
other institutions to validate the value 
of MJC academic credentials. 

A different article in the same Oc-
tober 1947 issue noted that scores of 
students entered other colleges.  With a 
steady increase in enrollment thanks to 
the new A.A. degree program, students 
who transferred away to other schools 
were seen as a source of academic and 
institutional pride rather than as con-
tributing to a loss of revenue or decline 
in enrollment.

The State resolution of approving 

MJC to grant official degrees, the 1947 
Outlook said, “symbolizes the constant 
effort of Dean Schlaefer, who has 
unceasingly worked for the full recogni-
tion and growth of the college. It adds 
prestige to the credits of students seek-
ing transfer. It has materially caused 
an increase in enrollment.”  The first 
degrees were awarded in June 1948.

One hundred students, “the larg-
est graduating class in the history of 
Monmouth Junior College,” received 
engraved diplomas in June of 1948. “To 
commemorate [the] occasion the office 
is procuring leather encased, engraved 

diplomas, as well as engraved invita-
tions to the exercises,” read a notice in 
the April 12, 1948 issue of The Outlook. 
Non-veteran graduates were required 
to pay a $10 graduation fee.

The change in status wasn’t enough 
to overcome occasional complaints of 
lackluster school spirit, or muster the 
resources needed to publish a yearbook.  
Editorials, letters to the editor and even 
cartoons in The Outlook throughout 
1947 and 1948 repeatedly called for a 
yearbook, or emphasized the Sisyphean 
nature of the task. 

“After studying the problem,” a 
March 11, 1948, editorial declared, 
“the Outlook has come to the conclusion 
that the student body does not even 
know that M.J.C. has school colors. We 
have two, for your information, orange 
and black. The only way those colors 
could be changed to something more 
pleasing to the eye, such as scarlet and 
white…would be if a majority of stu-
dents petitioned the Board of Directors 
to change them.” 

The first Monmouth yearbook was 
finally published in June of 1949, 16 
years after the first issue of The Outlook 
and two years after Monmouth earned 
the right to confer Associate in Arts 
degrees. 

Although incredible by the litigious 
standards of the early 21st century, 
Monmouth did not officially incor-
porate until May 13, 1948, 15 years 
after opening its doors. Regulations to 
“incorporate associations not for pecu-
niary profit” had been on the books in 
New Jersey since 1898. Incorporation 
may have been a State requirement 
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Part 2: 1945 - 1955

Almost a third of Monmouth’s history 
happened outside the boundaries of our 
current campus.

CoaCh abe SChwartz fielded the firSt 
MonMouth baSeball teaM in 1951. twenty-
five CandidateS reSponded to the Call for 
playerS. after SChwartz reduCed the Squad 
to fourteen MeMberS, the nighthawkS 
Swung into aCtion playing bayonne Junior 
College, JerSey City Junior College, Maryk-
noll, bergen Junior College and otherS. 
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for granting degrees, or it may have 
reflected the newfound stability of the 
junior college.  

In 1949 Monmouth began its sixth 
year of cooperation with the Monmouth 
Memorial (now Monmouth Medical 
Center) School of Nursing and the 
Ann May School of Nursing at Fitkin 
Memorial Hospital (now Jersey Shore 
University Medical Center) in the pre-
clinical training of student nurses.

Monmouth gained further academic 
prestige in 1952 with accreditation by 
the Middle States Association of Col-
leges and Secondary Schools. Founded 
in 1887, the Association initially of-
fered accreditation to four-year colleges 
and universities and traditional high 
schools. Not until the mid-fifties did 
Middle States introduce the ten-year 
cycle of accreditation that exists today.   

Then as now, accreditation was 
vital to the reputation and survival of 
the school. “Accreditation by Middle 
States…gives everyone a sense of se-
curity in realizing that our stability 
is recognized,” said one anonymous 
staffer in the May 13, 1952 issue of The 
Outlook. 

The same article described Middle 
States as “the third and most valuable 
rating the college has received during its 
19-year history. In 1940 it was granted 

accreditation by the 
State Department of 
Education to award 
diplomas. In 1947 
the state approved 
the college to award 
the Associate in Arts 
degree.”

Growing Pains
“Until about 

1950,” remembers Bruch, “the col-
lege office was located in the former 
Teachers’ Lounge of the High School.  
Don’t know where the teachers fled to 
during those years. The room was long 
and so narrow that two desks could 
not be placed across it, making for a 
zig-zag course to the far end, and lit 
by a 10-12-foot window. A secretary-
receptionist occupied the desk nearest 
the door. Behind her sat the bursar and 
maybe his secretary, then Dad [Dean 
Schlaefer] and Helen [Wardell].”

“It was a big day when the college 
was able to buy a house across West-
wood Avenue and convert it carefully 
to meet their needs without relinquish-
ing the ability to resell it as a home. 
The space was sorely needed for, after 
the influx of students after the war, the 
student body continued to grow, be-
coming just too great for half a dozen 
people to handle.

“About that time,” Bruch said, “a 
counseling office was started under 

Albert T. Ball (indeed, a cousin of 
Lucille), an assistant dean was hired, 
and the secretarial staff increased. The 
finished room in the basement of the 
building gave the college its first lo-
cale for group meetings. It was soon 
scheduled tight with the various clubs, 
societies, even faculty groups.

Looking Forward
“From about 1945 on,” remembers 

Nancy Schlaefer Bruch, “different 
large properties along the Shore were 
investigated as possible sites for a new 
campus. One evening, the Schlaefer 
family drove down Norwood Avenue 
and paused on the westward side at the 
gate of the drive to a tall, two- or three-
story white stucco Italianate building 
with a red tile roof. What did we think 
about that as a site? We also looked at 
others through their hedges, including 
Shadow Lawn, which seemed entic-
ingly out of reach as it was occupied 
first by a boys’ military school, then a 
girls’ school.”

“Occasionally, Dad [Dean Schlaefer] 
would meet with Eugene Lehman, the 
proprietor of the for-profit Highland 
Manor School for Girls. For many 
years, not much ever came of these dis-
cussions except that both knew that the 
other was available.”

In his Early History of West Long 
Branch New Jersey, former Monmouth 
College librarian Robert F. Van Ben-
thuysen wrote, “After 20 years of late 
afternoon and evening classes…the col-
lege needed more space and provision 

a new SChool Seal, drawn by Staff artiSt 
allan MaCilroy, appeared in the february 
26, 1948 iSSue of The OuTlOOk. like itS SuC-
CeSSor, the Seal inCorporated leaderShip, 
ServiCe, and truth aS MottoS. the MaCilroy 
Seal waS uSed in The OuTlOOk and elSe-
where until a reviSed Seal appeared in the 
SeCond MonMouth yearbook in 1950.

MonMouth Junior College purChaSed 422 weStwood avenue 
and Moved the offiCeS of the dean and burSar to that building. 
the original offiCe Sign iS Stored in the univerSity arChiveS.
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had to be made for day-time instruction-
al hours. There was a growing demand 
for higher education, and the time was 
appropriate for expanding to a four-year 
program.”

By 1953 it became apparent to the 
Board of Trustees that the high school 
was becoming inadequate for the op-
eration of the Junior College. The Board 

began to investigate the purchase of a 
campus of its own. 

An unpublished “History of the 
Acquisition of Shadow Lawn and Beech-
wood Campuses,” written in 1976 by Dr. 
William M. Smith (former Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees), Milton Cranmer 
(former Monmouth College attorney), 
and Walt Withey (former Vice Presi-
dent of Business Affairs at Monmouth 
College), recounts the events culminat-
ing in the move out of Long Branch.

“The Board first visited the Liedes-
dorf estate on Norwood Avenue; another 
property which was considered was the 
broadcasting station of AT&T on Deal 
Road; at another time the estate or part 
of the estate of Mrs. Louis S. Thompson 
in Lincroft was considered. None of 
these sites was acquired.”

Dean Schlaefer began to have more 

Part 2: 1945 - 1955

The career of 
Yolanda Mapp, 
MD, FACP, and 
member of the 
Monmouth Junior 
College class of 
1951 illustrates 
the unique role 
that Monmouth 

Junior College played in the community 
following World War II.

After graduating from nearby Red Bank 
High School in 1948, Yolanda spent 
three years at Monmouth Junior Col-
lege, where she earned her Associate 
in Arts degree. Yolanda was active in 

virtually every club or association on 
campus including the Student Council, 
the Lambda Sigma Tau honor society, 
Cheerleading, the Women’s Athletic 
Association, the French Club, German 
Club, Spanish Club, and the Psychology 
Club. 

After graduation, she attended the New 
Jersey College for Women at Rutgers 
University, receiving a Bachelor’s of 
Science in Chemistry and Bacteriology. 
After Rutgers, Yolanda continued her 
academic climb, ultimately earning her 
medical degree at Howard University 
College of Medicine. 

Following a series of internships and 
fellowships, Dr. Mapp was appointed an 
instructor of Medicine at Hahnemann 
Medical School in 1962. She went on to 
become a professor and instructor at 
Temple University School of Medicine 
in Philadelphia and Emory University 
School of Medicine in Atlanta. 

In June of 2000 Dr. Mapp retired from 
Temple University School of Medicine 
as an associate professor of medicine.  
In 2003 she was named to the Distin-
guished Alumni Hall of Fame by the Red 
Bank Regional Education Foundation. 
She is now the namesake of the Dr. 
Yolanda Mapp Scholarship sponsored 

by the Cherry Hill African American Civic 
Association. The educational opportunity 
offered at Monmouth Junior College was 
a vital link in the academic and medical 
career of a distinguished African Ameri-
can physician and educator.

Most people cannot say they practiced Kung 
Fu with monks in China, or speak Chinese 
Japanese, French, German and Spanish, 
but Yolanda Mapp ’51 can. Read more 
about Dr. Mapp’s life in an upcoming issue 
of the Monmouth University Magazine. 

Dr. Yolanda Mapp

Nighthawks Fly agaiN: “aFter three years oF 
iNactivity oN the basketball court because 
oF the war, the MJc Nighthawks will eNgage 
uNioN JuNior college oF craNFord, New Jer-
sey iN two hoMe gaMes,” read the cover oF 
the deceMber 14, 1945 issue oF The OuTlOOk.

the 1951 gerMaN club. First row: yolaNda (JoNes) Mapp, JohN devoNshire, bill evers, gladys 
(elxNat) petko, edwiN booreM. secoNd row: dr. robert e. pike, Michael kerestaN, royal 
FliedNer, Jack goldberg, wallace osborNe, audrey M. sculthorpe, shiela huNt.
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frequent contact with Eugene and 
Elizabeth Lehman. He discovered that 
the Lehmans were considering the sale 
of the purchase contract for the Shadow 
Lawn Estate and adjoining real estate.  

Bruch remembers, “In 1955, the pace 
stepped up to a come-hither-go-away 
process. There was an interest in sell-
ing; there was no intention of selling. A 
price was suggested -and then doubled 
-or withdrawn.”

Robert Schlaefer ‘60 vividly remem-

bers waiting alone in his father’s car for 
hours during one marathon negotiation 
session with Eugene Lehman.

Eventually, progress was made when 
West Long Branch and Maurice Pollak 
were persuaded to withdraw the deed 
restriction that prohibited boys on the 
property, the result of an earlier school 
for boys. Although at first watchful 
and cautious, Mr. Pollak became a firm 
supporter of the college. The eponym 
of Pollak Theatre, he became a Life 
Trustee in 1984 after serving on the 
Board for 26 years. 

Protracted Negotiations
“The description of an event is 

frequently distorted by the passage of 
time and the interpretation of the one 
describing the alleged details,” begins 
the chronicle of events surrounding 
the purchase of Shadow Lawn set down 
by Smith, Cranmer and Withey. The 
participants believed the details of the 
transaction were important enough to 
set down for posterity.

“By resolution of the Mayor and 
Council of the Borough of West Long 
Branch, dated March 9, 1955, consent 

was given to the assignment by Eugene 
Lehman to Monmouth Junior College of 
his purchase contract for the Shadow Lawn 
property.  On March 11, 1955 Charles L. 
Morgan, Lehman’s attorney, was notified 
of the intention of Monmouth Junior Col-
lege to proceed with the purchase of the 
Shadow Lawn and Beechwood properties 
in accordance with the agreement dated 
February 4, 1955.”

By agreement dated April 1, 1955 
between Eugene H. Lehman and Eliza-
beth N. Lehman and Monmouth Junior 
College, the Lehmans agreed to sell and 
the College agreed to buy Lehman’s 
purchase contract for the Shadow Lawn 
property and title to the Beechwood 
property. 

Because the sale included the contents 
of both places, the College paid an addi-
tional deposit for a total of $15,000.00.  
Even today, it is not unusual to find 
books stamped “Property of Highland 
Manor” while browsing the stacks of 
the Monmouth University Library. Like 
the name, “Woodrow Wilson Hall,” the 
books are quiet relics of the Highland 
Manor School for Girls.

SPRING     MonMouth university Magazine �

advertiseMeNts appeariNg iN the Now deFuNct 
Red Bank RegisTeR iN JaNuary 1946, JuNe 1946, 
aNd august 1947.

Maurice pollak
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Part 2: 1945 - 1955

From February 4, 1955 to July 2, 
1956 several contracts were drawn by 
Milton P. Cranmer, all representing 
matters agreed upon by Lehmans and 
the College.  

“Even though the initial contract 
embodied everything in agreement, 
Lehman refused to sign and insisted 
on additional items.  This resulted in 
a second contract which Lehman again 
refused to sign,” reads the record left by 
Smith, Withey, and Cranmer.

“This process was continued on sev-
eral occasions, up to and including an 
all day session in the office of Milton P. 
Cranmer on Saturday, June 30, 1956, at 
which time Lehman, with pen in hand, 
suddenly changed his mind and stated 
that he would not even go through with 
the closing on July 2, 1956.  He finally 
reversed himself and the closing was 
held.”

Then came 1956. MU

Robert Schlaefer ‘60, son of Dean 
Edward Schlaefer, recently recount-
ed the graduation ceremony that 
became tradition for many years 
while Monmouth Junior College was 
located in the Long Branch Senior 
High School.

“The full name of the graduation pro-
cession march that was used during all 
the years Monmouth Junior College was 
in the Long Branch Senior High School 
was “War March of the Priests” (from 
Athalia) by Mendelssohn.

 I can guarantee that hearing this 
music again will fill the eyes with tears 
and the hearts of any Monmouth Junior 
College graduate with nostalgia. It is 
a beautiful slow march and is seldom 
heard today.*

Here is the graduation scene when 
the “Priest’s March” was played: Long 
Branch High School Auditorium - eve-
ning - early June - The stage is lined with 
baskets of lilacs and peonies that are 
blooming at this time of the year. At sev-
en thirty o’clock the double doors  open 
at the corners of the auditorium adjacent 
to the stage and on cue an ensemble of 
several musicians sitting near  the apron 
of the stage strike the opening notes of 
the “Priest’s March”. The musicians play 
a piano, 2 violins, a cello, and a bass. 
Students and faculty are in traditional 
graduation gowns.

 Two lines of students begin to file in 
led on one side by Dean Schlaefer and the 
other side by a faculty member. Both lines 
file around the back of the auditorium and 

down the center aisle and fill the seats in 
the front of the auditorium. Friends and 
family sit behind the students. 

Dean Schlaefer proceeds to the steps 
of the stage and goes to his seat on stage. 
Accompanying him is Dr. Wesley Camp, 
faculty member, who will read each 
name on the A.A. diplomas before hand-
ing the diplomas to Joseph Erwin from 
the Monmouth County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders. Joseph Erwin (always 
dressed in a white suit and shoes) will 
hand each student his or her diploma. 

The diploma covers are black with or-
ange writing on the front. These are the 
college’s colors at this time. Also seated 
on stage is a member of the clergy for 
the invocation and benediction, the guest 
speaker for the occasion, and a student 
speaker.

 Dean Schlaefer will ask that applause 
be held until all degree recipients have 
received their diplomas. At the conclu-
sion of the ceremony, everyone including 
the musicians goes to the gym for a re-
ception. The gym is decorated with palms 
and streamers and the musicians play 
waltzes and fox-trots. Tables are ar-
ranged with cookies and punch made 
from ginger ale and raspberry sherbet. 
The reception lasts for about an hour. 
Everything is cleaned away in prepara-
tion for the Long Branch High School the 
next morning.”

A billboArd locAted neAr the long 
brAnch trAin stAtion promotes 
stAte certificAtion to AwArd 
degrees insteAd of diplomAs.

deAn edwArd schlAefer

*To hear an enthusiastic version 
of the “Priest’s March” by 

The Almost Perfect Fifth visit:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-EhpdR0CF0 
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RESEARCHINPARADISE

ABOVE: AAron shultz, of the islAnd school, 
speArs An invAsive lionfish for dissection. 
TOP RIGHT: solAr powered fAculty dorms. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: A “King’s helmet,” (cAssis 
tuberose), A lArge tropicAl snAil.

Imagine spending two weeks planting mangrove 
trees, counting lionfish and collecting conch 
shells, with a crystal clear ocean and a cloudless 
sky as your backdrop. While other students were 
trudging through snow in January, a dozen Mon-
mouth students were spending their time on the 
beach or snorkeling near schools of fish on Eleu-
thera, a 110-mile long island in the Bahamas. 

Karen DeMasters
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Developed by Biology Professor 
John Tiedemann, Tropical Island Ecol-
ogy is a two-credit course that enables 
students to study the ecology of the re-
mote island and collect data to be used 
in Eleuthera and other environments. 

After visiting many locales in the 
wider Caribbean, Tiedemann said “no 
other place fit the bill for the students’ 
experience as well as Eleuthera did. 
Through field work students interact 
with scientists in a location that offers 
a vast diversity of marine life.” Tiede-
mann is the assistant dean of the School 
of Science, Technology and Engineer-
ing as well as assistant director of the 
Urban Coast Institute at Monmouth 
University.

Although the atmosphere sounds 
idyllic, the research was serious and 
the conditions far from glamorous.  On 
Eleuthera, as on many islands, there is a 
slim supply of groundwater. At The Is-
land School where Monmouth students 
lived, fresh water is supplied primarily 
by rain collected by roof runoff which 
is then stored in cisterns.  

In theory, students “learn to become 
conscious users of precious fresh water 
and keep track of usage rates.” In prac-
tice, this translates to judicious use of 
toilet facilities and a crash course in 
“navy showers.”  

The Tropical Island Ecology class 
evolved as the University’s marine 
biology program was being developed 
five years ago. Tiedemann wanted his 
students to expand their horizons by 
studying a tropical marine environ-
ment, as well as the temperate region 
in New Jersey. When they return from 
the trip, students are required to follow 
up with course papers related to the 
experience. 

Tiedemann expects research con-
ducted by Monmouth students to 
build each year as a new group of 
students journeys to the island for 
further research on existing projects. 
Some students have made the trip both 
of the first two years of the program.  
Heather Tyrrell, a junior from Barne-
gat, has been to the island twice and 
is studying sponges, which were once 
commercially harvested off the island 
before many were killed by disease.

“The people of Eleuthera are trying 
to build a commercial sponge business 
again and, to do that, the sponges have 
to be harvested in a sustainable man-
ner. That is what we are looking at,” 
says Tyrrell, who hopes to publish the 

results of her research as well as use it 
for the basis of her honors thesis.

Tiedemann and the students work 
with Dr. Andy Danylchuk, director 
of research for the Cape Eleuthera In-
stitute, and with the Cape Eleuthera 
Foundation.  The Foundation is the par-
ent organization of The Island School, 
which was built to be self-sustaining. 

Monmouth students stayed at the 
Island School campus, which was 
designed and constructed using the 
principles of sustainability. It gener-
ates its own electricity using solar and 
wind power, saves rain for island water 
use, and grows its own food reusing 
the water from aqua-culture projects. 
The geography of Eleuthera creates a 
sheltered environment on the western 
side of the island that makes it ideal 
for marine research, as well as a beau-
tiful place to live and work. Eleuthera 
remains unspoiled and residents speak 
English, two factors that weighed heav-
ily in Tiedemann’s decision to take the 
students there.

“I fell in love with the island. The 
School and the Institute employ lo-
cal people and give back to the local 

Accuse not Nature: 
she hath done her part; Do thou but thine.

- John Milton 

A navy shower allows for signifi-
cant conservation of water and 
energy. The basic steps in a navy 
shower (or sea shower) are:

1. turn on the water

2. immediately wet the body

3. turn off the water

4. soap up and scrub

5. turn the water back on 
 and rinse off the soap

The total time for the water being 
on is typically under two minutes.

HOW TO TAKE 
A NAVY SHOWER

senior robert Knoell examines a “sea biscuit” (clypeaster rosaceus) found in turtle grass 
(thalassia testudinum) beds off eleuthera.
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TOP LEFT: marco Watson is responsible for creating 
bio-diesel. TOP RIGHT: professor tiedemann With the 
2008 tropical island ecology class. LEFT: entrance to 
the island school. RIGHT: students learn hoW oolitic 
sand is formed. BOTTOM: members of 2007 class sort 
mangrove propagules before replanting.
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community. They – and we – conduct 
research that benefits the island com-
munity, and at the same time we are 
building Monmouth University’s re-
search programs,” Tiedemann says.

The two groups of students who have 
gone to Eleuthera spent time planting 
mangrove trees to help recreate natural 
environments that provide habitat for 
fish and other marine life. They have 
collected data on lionfish, Nassau grou-
per and conch. The conch is a staple of 
the diet of Eleuthera inhabitants and is 
commercially harvested.

“The students examine the old piles 
of conch shells, known as middens, 
and by measuring the shells, they have 
found that juvenile conch are being 
taken at younger and younger ages, a 
situation that has to be addressed by 
the people there,” Tiedemann says.

Although most of the students who 
are part of the Tropical Island Ecology 
course are biology students, many with 
emphasis in marine sciences, students 
from other departments have taken ad-
vantage of the course as well. 

Ed Hollema, a junior from Lacey 
Township, is a communications major. 
On the 2008 trip, he compiled more 
than 32 hours of video, documenting 
the students’ research. He then ed-
ited the footage down to a 20-minute 
documentary shown in the spring at 
the Ocean Film Festival, which was co-
sponsored by Monmouth University.

For others, the field work itself 

proved to be life-changing. Jessica 
Lisa of Long Branch is now a research 
assistant for the University’s Urban 
Coast Institute, doing, among other 
projects, microbial source tracking in 
local watersheds. A biology major with 
a concentration in marine and envi-

ronmental biology, Lisa worked on the 
conch research on Eleuthera.

“We snorkeled a lot of different habi-
tats and collected data that will be built 
on next year,” Lisa says. “My time there 
made me realize I love field work.”

As part of their work, students began 
collecting data on bonefish, an elusive fish 
prized by recreational fishermen, about 
which very little is known. They also 
transplanted sea urchins, which are im-
portant to the life of coral reefs, and they 

will gather information next year to see if 
the urchins established themselves.

“The Tropical Island Ecology course 
focuses on investigations of plants, 
animals and natural ecosystems with 
emphasis on marine ecosystems, island 
ecology, resource management and 
sustainable development,” Tiedemann 
explains. “It allows students to be fully 
immersed in the marine environment 
for two weeks and to see firsthand what 
it means to live sustainably.

“It also allows them to develop an 
understanding of how the applica-
tion of scientific research provides the 
foundation for development of effective 
solutions to coastal problems and ma-
rine resource management strategies,” 
he adds. “This is the type of work 
the scientists there are doing and the 
students can assist, first hand, in that 
effort.”

Students, who pay their own expens-
es of about $2,000 apiece for the trip, 
have already brought back knowledge 
that can benefit the marine ecology of 
New Jersey.  Most of the students are 
also studying the northern Atlantic 
coastal environment with the idea of 
making careers in related fields. 

“The research techniques the stu-
dents are developing there, such as 
making conch commercially sustain-
able or finding better ways to handle 
bonefish for recreational fishermen, are 
applicable to the coastal and marine 
environment anywhere,” Tiedemann 
said.

Participants in the program have 
instituted ‘green’ practices at the Uni-
versity to promote sustainable living, 
as exemplified by the structure and 
lifestyle found at the Island School. 
Tiedemann hopes to further expand the 
biology and marine program offerings 
in conjunction with the Cape Eleuthera 
Institute and is collaborating with 
Andy Danylachuk of CEI to create an 
upper level research course. MU

I fell in love with the island. The 
School and the Institute employ 
local people and give back to the 
local community. They – and we 
– conduct research that benefits 
the island community, and at 
the same time we are building 
Monmouth University’s research 
programs. 

“

Examining growth of mangrovE trEEs.

”
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on the

chorus of excited voices fills the white-walled classroom in Monmouth 
University’s Bey Hall. On the chalkboard, a half-erased business 
theory diagram remains from an earlier class. Students have moved 
their desks into small groups facing each other and they lean forward, 
straining a bit to hear each other over the din. 

If you weren’t privy to their conversations, their animation and fervor might 
lead you to believe they were discussing their recent spring break exploits or an 
upcoming fraternity party. But draw closer, and the subject matter is about as far 
from such frivolous matters as it can be, peppered with references to “produc-
tion schedule,” “research and development,” and “sales strategy.” 

GWEN MORAN

A
robErt schwEmEr, 
cEo of mUcE capital, 
llc and profEssor dr. 
daniEl ball at thE april 
30 dEbUt of thE blUE 
pEarl discoUnt dEbit 
card.

Monmouth undergrads 

start real businesses in 

innovative new class 

Fast track         
for Business: 
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Registering for Professor John Buz-
za’s class, Entrepreneurship, immediately 
turns students into start-up business 
owners. The course doesn’t just parse 
theories of business launch and devel-
opment. Instead, each class actually 
forms a real company, complete with 
products, services, profit and loss state-
ments, and leadership hierarchy. The 
subject of the chatter this semester is 
the Blue Pearl Card, a declining bal-
ance card that will offer discounts when 
used at participating area businesses.

Back in the classroom, a tall young 
man with spiky hair rises from his seat 
and walks quickly to the front of the 
room. He is wearing a white sweatshirt 
and baggy camouflage shorts even though 
the temperature outside hovers at about 
40 degrees. He raises his voice and his 
arms to get attention over the noise.

“If anyone wants to be in the com-
mercial, meet us at Stephanie’s house 
tomorrow at 2, or at Pier Village on 
Saturday,” he says. 

The announcement morphs into 
a classroom-wide discussion of the 
group’s latest promotional flyer and 
then some clarification of the sales 
process. Although the faces turned to-
ward the front of the room are fresh and 
unlined by any of the hard lessons that 
business inevitably delivers, you can’t 
help but notice that they are serious 
beyond their years. 

Starting Up
Buzza, a specialist professor in 

the Monmouth University School of 
Business, first taught a pilot class in 
entrepreneurship to see if students 
were interested in the subject. It was 
a lecture-format course that attracted 
14 students. However, at the end, he 
felt something wasn’t right. Lectures 
were adequate, but they didn’t convey 
the fast-paced world of starting and 
running a business – a world in which 
he had lived and operated for decades 
– so, he decided to overhaul the format. 
When the class was offered the follow-
ing semester, Buzza dug into his own 
pocket for a few hundred dollars of seed 
money. On the first day the students 
entered the classroom, they were in 
business. 

The initial enterprise was a gift bas-
ket service. Nearly two dozen students 
chose the line of business, gathered 
products, planned and executed mar-
keting strategies, delivered the baskets, 

paid the bills, and engaged in the myr-
iad other details involved in running a 
small company. Through trial and er-
ror, they refined their sales strategies, 
changed their product mix, and learned 
about the importance of maintaining 
proper inventory levels. 

When the class concluded at the 
end of the semester, the venture had a 
net profit of $1,400. Part of that paid 
back Buzza’s seed money and the rest 

was reinvested into the School of Busi-
ness to fund the course. On the heels 
of this success, the next class launched 
a discount card targeted to university 
students, which offered discounts on 
the products and services of 20 area re-
tailers. The next semester’s class worked 
with a cheesecake manufacturer, get-
ting the confections placed into more 
than 40 retail stores in northern and 
central New Jersey and Staten Island, 
New York.

Sweet Smell of Success
Nick Massari ’06, owes his career to 

the class. Massari’s Fall 2005 section 
of Entrepreneurship connected with 
Nanina’s in the Park, a renowned ca-

Classroom 
Experience, 
Incorporated
So far, Entrepreneurship 
has launched eight 
business ventures, including:

Fall 2004 Monmouth 
Boxes: Gift boxes

Spring 2005 MU $mart 
Card: A discount card 

Fall 2005 Blue Hawk 
Productions: Producers 
of an oldies concert 

Spring 2006 Nanina’s in 
the Park: Pasta sauce

Fall 2006 Rompos: 
Cheesecake 

Spring 2007 Bet-
ter Baking Company: 
Organic snack cakes

Fall 2007 Shore Scents: 
Morning Rush per-
fume and cologne

Spring 2008 MUCE Capital, 
LLC: University debit card

c1-c4_01-48monu.indd   14 5/23/08   6:43:05 PM



SPRING     MonMouth university Magazine 15

tering facility based in Belleville, New 
Jersey where Buzza used to work as the 
general manager. The chef at Nanina’s 
concocted a delicious pasta sauce that 
was very popular with customers. It 
was a natural to take the sauce to mar-
ket, and the Entrepreneurship class was 
just the team to do it. 

Massari was in charge of product de-
velopment for the venture. But as the 
students began to look for a production 
facility willing to work with a group 
of college students on assignment, they 
had their first taste of the challenges of 
entrepreneurship.

“You think everything will be 
smooth and easy, and it’s not. We had 
problems finding a production com-
pany. They kept turning us down. We 
were beginning to think we couldn’t 
accomplish what we had intended to 
do,” he recalls. 

Then Tipton, Pennsylvania-based 
DelGrosso Foods, Inc. stepped in, 
agreeing to help the students produce 
the line. The team’s primary challenge 
was taking the recipe, which was usual-
ly prepared for dinners of 200 plates or 
fewer and extrapolating it to a 2,000 to 
4,000-jar product run. Massari and his 
team of fellow students tasted batches 

over a period of weeks until it was 
perfect. That wasn’t just their opinion 
– retailers like ShopRite Supermarkets 
and Kings Super Markets, Inc., as well 
as a variety of gourmet shops began 
opening up shelf space to carry the pre-
mium pasta sauce. 

After graduating in Fall 2006, Mas-
sari played professional baseball for 
a year. When that didn’t work out as 
planned, he called his former professor 
and asked if the project with Nanina’s 
was still active. It wasn’t long before 

Massari was their newest employee. 
“I helped found the project. I knew 

everything there was to know about the 
sauce, about Nanina’s, about Professor 
Buzza, and about the class,” he says. 

Today, Massari is director of opera-
tions for the company, responsible for 
day-to-day activities related to the 
sauce, which has expanded to four dif-
ferent varieties under the company’s 
Nanina Gourmet division. With con-
tinued growth and line extensions, 
Massari is pleased with how the class 
turned into a key opportunity for him 
to develop new products. Nanina’s 
gives a portion of proceeds back to the 
university in the form of scholarship 
donations. 

Sniffing Out New Opportunities
Students Matt Losey and Jessica 

Ross, both ‘08, helped launch Shore 
Scents as their class company in 2007. 
The company created “Morning Rush” 
perfume and cologne by tapping the 
help of Monmouth University alumni 
working at nearby International Flavors 
and Fragrances in Hazlet, New Jersey, 
one of the country’s largest developers 
of scents and flavors, to help get the 
scent started. 

“Four of us sat down and smelled 
about 30 different perfumes in a day. 
My nose was hurting after that. We 
whittled it down to six or seven that we 

Nick Massari ‘06 at a live taste test for NaNiNa’s sauce.

MorNiNG rusH PerfuMe oN sale at ProDuct lauNcH.

c1-c4_01-48monu.indd   15 5/23/08   6:43:12 PM



16 MonMouth university Magazine     SPRING

liked and took them back to class,” he 
says. After the class chose their favor-
ite, IFF donated enough oil to produce 
approximately 60 gallons of the scent, 
which is currently distributed through 
several area retailers. 

Ross, who was the chief creative 
officer, came up with the name and 
packaging concepts. While she knew 
the class would be a little different 
from standard academic fare, what she 
wasn’t prepared for was the response 
from her fellow students.

“I was surprised at how passionate 
the students were, and how everyone 
gave their all in the project. It wasn’t 
just one person trying to push everyone. 
Everyone worked together and wanted 
the project to succeed,” she recalls. 

Plans for the Future
With the successful track record of 

these class-based businesses, one persis-
tent question emerged: What happens 
when the class is over? For products 
affiliated with companies, such as 
Nanina’s sauces and the line of organic 
snack cakes, the answer was simply to 
hand control back over to the founding 
company. But for products that were 
conceptualized and developed solely by 
the class, it seemed a shame to shutter 
them at semester’s end. 

Buzza discussed the issue with 
Frederick J. Kelly, dean of the School 
of Business. Since there was more to be 
learned from these fledgling compa-
nies, Dean Kelly helped conceptualize 
and plan the follow-up class to Entre-
preneurship: Small Business Management. 
This class allows students to remain 
involved and running their successful 
ventures. The first session, held in Fall 
2007, was a lecture format. In Spring 
2008, it took over operations of the 
perfume and cologne line. 

As the department grows, Buzza 
plans to create a student group that will 
manage the businesses and direct prof-
its to support the School of Business. In 
the meantime, he and the students are 
examining options for the future of the 
perfume business, which may include 
selling it for a very nominal price to the 

student who submits the most creative 
and reasonable business plan for its 
future. 

Nowhere is the promise of the fu-
ture more palpable than in Buzza’s 
classroom, however. He coaches the 
students and relays lessons from his 
own experiences, infused with oc-
casional presentations from various 
entrepreneurs and, of course, their own 
division meetings to keep the company 
running. 

“It’s not easy to run a company on 
two hours of class time per week, but 
our students are committed and they 
do a lot on their own, and that’s what 
they’re going to have to do if they start 
their own businesses,” says Buzza. “But 
nothing in business teaches you the 
same lessons as being an entrepreneur 
— the ups, the downs. This class gives 
us the opportunity to give them a taste 
of what is possible.” MU

Professor John Buzza at the Morning rush Product launch.

aBoVe: linda gaffney is a 
fan of nanina’s 
gourMet sauces. left: 
the Blue Pearl card 
launched in sPring 2008
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haWKs 
{in russia}

Last May Dr. Thomas Pearson led an 
intrepid band of travelers to Russia, stop-
ping along the way to meet with students 
at Moscow State University. Members of 
Pearson’s group included faculty, staff, 
and alumni of Monmouth University.

Pearson, who is provost and vice president for 
Academic Affairs, is no stranger to Russia having 
visited many times before and after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union. Pearson’s experience 
includes living in the Soviet Union in 1975-6, and 
a memorable visit that occurred just two weeks 
after the April 1986 Chernobyl disaster. The 
event remains the worst nuclear power plant 
accident in history and the only level 7 instance 
on the International Nuclear Event Scale.

st.Basil’s cathedral near 
red square PhotograPh 
By alan andolsen.
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H
is most recent 
trip was charmed 
with better tim-
ing - the group 
arrived home just 
16 hours before 

the FBI arrested four men conspiring to 
blow up jet fuel supply tanks and pipe-
lines at John F. Kennedy International 
Airport.

Dr. Pearson, who is fluent in Russian, 
is the author of Russian Officialdom in Cri-
sis: Autocracy and Local Self-Government, 
1861-1900, published by Cambridge 
University Press. Combining his 
academic insights and on-the-ground 
experience, Pearson developed a tour 
program blending sometimes turbulent 
current events with the rich backdrop 
of Russian history.

Alumnae Mariana Tepfenhart ‘05M 
and Sue O’Neill, ’99AA describe the 
trip with contagious enthusiasm. 

The exuberant response from Tep-
fenhart comes as a surprise when she 
reveals that she grew up in Romania 
during the era of grim Soviet oppres-
sion, followed by the regime of Nicolae 
Ceausescu. “When I was in Romania, I 
hated everything Russian,” she said. “I 
only fell in love with Russian culture 
once I came to America.” 

In 2005 Tepfenhart completed her 
master’s degree specializing in 19th 
century Russian history.

Despite – or maybe because of – her 
familiarity with Russian sights and 
symbols, arriving in Moscow shattered 
a number of Tepfenhart’s misconcep-
tions about modern Russia. 

“There is a big mall directly across 
from Lenin’s Tomb.  I was imagining 
Red Square as it existed during the days 
of the Soviet Union.” 

“Now the capitalism almost strikes 

you in the face.” 
Sue O’Neill also revealed surprising 

facts. “There are more billionaires in 
Moscow than in any other city in the 
world,” she said. “The rich are not hard 
to miss, and they like it that way.”   

After observing an encounter among 
a well-groomed man wearing eel-skin 
Gucci’s and a custom-tailored Armani 
suit, his chauffer, bodyguard and several 
female companions, O’Neill estimated 
that his cigarette lighter, a platinum 
Porsche mini-torch, “cost more than my 
whole vacation.” After Tokyo, Moscow 
is one of the most expensive cities in the 
world. 

“Life in Moscow is not Pravda, it’s 
Prada,” joked O’Neill.

“Students at Moscow State Univer-
sity were guardedly optimistic about the 
future,” said Tepfenhart, who was also 
impressed by the direction and quality 
of the educational system. Dr. Pearson 
shared her assessment, describing the 
University as comparable to Harvard.

Dr. Thomas Pearson, TaTiana FiliPPova, Teacher 
oF english aT moscow sTaTe UniversiTy, anD 
mariana TePFenharT ‘05m.

aBove righT: ToUr gUiDe marina Fokina 
receives monmoUTh UniversiTy sweaTshirT 
DUring Farewell BanqUeT.

leFT: monmoUTh meeTs moscow. Dr. Pearson’s 
groUP meT wiTh The BesT anD BrighTesT oF The 
rigoroUs rUssian sTaTe UniversiTy sysTem 
DUring Their visiT. 

cenTer: The reD arrow From moscow To sT. 
PeTersBUrg. PhoTo By creaTive commons license.

rUssian imPerial eagle aT TransFigUraTion 
caTheDral in sT. PeTersBUrg. PhoTo coUrTesy 
george shUlkin.

¸

c1-c4_01-48monu.indd   18 5/23/08   6:45:59 PM



SPRING     MonMouth university Magazine 19

Tepfenhart said the students were 
able to speak openly about the future of 
the country, and that “like most Rus-
sians, they like Putin because he allows 
them to make money. Most Russians 
value money and safety before political 
rights,” she said. 

Dr. Pearson observes, “There are no 
fond memories of Yeltsin,” and “most 
people older than 25 value stability.” As 
in America, Pearson says, students can 
be simultaneously highly critical and 
politically apathetic.

Neither stance is hard to understand 
when a shot of vodka or a large beer costs 
about half as much as bottled water. 

Both Tepfenhart and O’Neill were 
impressed by the students they met. 
O’Neill said the students believe that 
“their generation and the next one will 
make strides in treating people with in-
dividual rights and respect.”

Other destinations on the trip were 
removed from the conspicuous con-
sumption of Moscow, but without 
sacrificing luxury.  O’Neill said board-
ing the overnight train, The Red Arrow, 
to St. Petersburg “was like stepping 
back in time.”  

“The train is new, but designed to 
look old,” she explains, “Burgundy and 
cream with metallic gold, and double-
headed eagle insignias mark the exterior 
of every car.” 

Tepfenhart remembers the same leg 
of the trip with equal delight. “The train 
was extremely elegant,” she said, “It ri-
vals the Orient Express.”  “There was no 
plastic—all the food was served on china 
with crystal glassware. The interior was 
draped in damask and velvet.”

Arriving in St. Petersburg, dubbed 
the “Venice of the north,” was a breath-
taking experience for Tepfenhart, who 
led members of the group on a tour of 
Yusupov Palace, where Rasputin, the 
“Mad Monk,” was murdered in 1916.  

O’Neill said that “although she is 
not easy to impress, she fell in love with 
St. Petersburg the “home of tsars and 
royalty, barbarians, conquerors, revolu-
tionaries, scholars, performers, artisans, 
and demigods.”

Their hotel, The Pribaltyskaya, or 
“Pribal”, overlooks a spacious boardwalk, 
beach, and the Bay of Finland, an inlet 
of the Baltic Sea to the west. O’Neill 
said the nautical connection between St. 
Petersburg and the Jersey Shore region 
was unmistakable. “The smell of salt air, 
the sound of gulls, the breezes from the 
canals in the evening,” all reminded her 
of home.

St. Petersburg held just as many sur-
prises for the travelers as Moscow. The 
city boasts several impressive records: 
the largest collection of French Impres-
sionist art, the world’s second-largest 
cathedral, and a world-class collection 
of art by 17th century Flemish painter 
Peter Paul Rubens.

Like the double-headed eagle that 
is the former and current state symbol, 
Tepfenhart was intrigued by the dualities 
and contradictions of the Russian national 
character.  Is Russia a European country? 
Is it an Asian country? Or a unique, mul-
tifaceted, combination of each?

When asked if she would return to 
Russia given the chance, Tepfenhart 
joked that she would walk across the 
Bering Strait for another trip. Although 
the members of the group admit that 
not every element of Russian life was 
comfortable, and drugs and prostitution 
were evident, the trip was truly a once-
in-lifetime experience.

O’Neill said the trip was especially 
meaningful for her “with Tom [Dr. 
Pearson] as a guide and friend.”  

Pearson, who has added coordinating 
ongoing reunions of the group to his 
social calendar, plans to return to Russia 
with a customized tour between May 29 
and June 14, 2009.  Kiev will be a desti-
nation for the next group of adventurers 
ready to experience the rich culture of 
Russia and to embrace new personal per-
spectives in global understanding. MU  

“So many situations in Russia seem risky, even absurd, to Americans. At 
the Moscow Circus several brown bears were brought into the center ring 
without netting – or any barrier between them and the first row – just 15 feet 
away. One bear turned nasty and had to be subdued by three men. Probably 
they used a tranquilizer.  

“During intermission I sat with a python wrapped around me. I felt it was 
a better choice than the fox or baby baboon. That’s right – you heard me – a 
baby baboon. Children of all ages were posing with these wild animals with 
their teeth very much intact.”

sUe o’neill Tries To coax mUsic From a TraDi-
Tonal rUssian Folk insTrUmenT - The saw.

moscow sTaTe UniversiTy. PhoTo By creaTive 
commons license

Wild Animals at the Moscow Circus

sUe o’neill

For more information about the 2009 trip 
contact Dr. Pearson at (732) 571-3405. 
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ranney sChooL honors gaFFney 

President Gaffney was one of 13 
new members selected to join 
the Ranney School chapter of the 

Cum Laude Society in March.
“Continue to do well and take advan-

tage of your educational opportunities,” 
Gaffney said at the March 5 ceremony, 
“It will mean a place for you in the  

 
workforce—as a leader, in the front of 
the line, not just a worker.”

Ten Upper School seniors, two faculty 
members and one honorary inductee be-
came the eighth “class” to be honored at 
Ranney School in Tinton Falls. Among 
this year’s inductees were musicians, 
writers, varsity athletes, equestrians, 
volunteer emergency medical techni-
cians and translators. 

The Cum Laude Society, founded in 
1906, recognizes academic achievement 
in secondary schools for the purpose 
of promoting excellence, justice and 
honor. Membership is limited to the top 
twenty percent of a school’s graduating 
class. Cum Laude also recognizes excel-
lence in teaching, allowing for members 
of the faculty and the administration to 
join their students.

aCCoLaDes anD FeDeraL FunDs For 
urBan Coast institute

The Urban Coast Institute (UCI) 
announced recently that it has 
received $893,000 in federal 

funds for 2008.  
“Thank you to our Senators Lauten-

berg and Menendez as well as our entire 
New Jersey Congressional delegation 
including Pallone, Saxton, Smith, 
Holt, and Frelinghuysen for support-
ing this important initiative which will 
help us make more informed decisions 
on how to manage our coastal and ocean 
resources,” said President Gaffney.  

The funding will help UCI establish 
critical links necessary for integration 
and implementation of good policy and 
management decisions from the head-
waters of coastal watershed to the ocean 
through three program areas: resilient 
communities and ecosystems; regional 
and coastal watershed management; 
and multidisciplinary research and 
ocean literacy.

“As a coastal state, New Jersey needs 
accurate scientific data to help shore com-
munities protect themselves from rising 
sea levels, preserve their natural resources 
and promote smart growth,” said Sen. 
Frank R. Lautenberg (D-NJ).“I applaud 
the efforts of Monmouth University 
and the Urban Coast Institute for their 
work to keep our shore communities 
safe and prosperous.”

The UCI was established in Sep-
tember 2005 as an innovative Center 
of Distinction at Monmouth Univer-
sity. Its mission is to serve the public 
interest as a forum for research, edu-
cation and collaboration that fosters 
the application of the best available 
science and policy to support healthy 
and productive coastal ecosystems and 
a sustainable and economically vibrant 
future for coastal communities.  

“Monmouth University and the 
Urban Coast Institute provide valuable 
research that is instrumental in helping 
us sustain our coastal environment,” 

said Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ). 
“Congress’ continued financial recogni-
tion of this program is a testament to 
the work that the Institute has been 
conducting since its creation three 
years ago.”  

soCiaL WorK ranKs in toP 100

Monmouth University’s Mas-
ter of Social Work program 
was cited in the U.S. News 

& World Report’s annual list of “Best 
Graduate programs” for 2009.

The magazine ranks the Monmouth 
University program 82 in the Master’s 
North category—including Northeast 
institutions providing a full range of 
undergraduate and master’s programs.  

The Social Work department’s cen-
tral mission is to prepare its graduates 
for professional practice with a com-
mitment to improving the quality of 
life of vulnerable individuals, families, 
groups, and communities on the local, 
national, and international levels.

The educational focus of the de-
partment is to prepare social work 
practitioners with a commitment to 
excellence and to the knowledge, skills, 
goals, values, and ethics of the social 
work profession. The curriculum sup-
ports this primary goal through three 
themes: a strengths perspective; an 
empowerment approach; and con-
ceptualizing families within a global 
context.

The MSW Program offers two con-
centrations, one in clinical practice with 
families and children, and the second in 
international and community develop-
ment practice.

Ranney Head of ScHool dR. lawRence Sykoff 
and PReSident Gaffney.
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Dr. Michael Palladino, associate 
professor in the Biology De-
partment, is a co-investigator 

with Dr. Geoffrey Capraro, assistant 
professor at Tufts University School 
of Medicine, for a $68,591 grant from 
Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, 
Massachusetts.

Over the next year, Dr. Palladino 
and Dr. Capraro will collaborate on a 
project designed to investigate the use of 
near-infrared spectroscopy (NIRS) as an 
approach for improving the diagnosis of 
testicular torsion injury.

Dr. Capraro is studying the feasibil-
ity of using NIRS to detect torsion. 
Through this collaboration, Dr. Pal-
ladino and his research students will 
identify cellular and molecular damage 
created by torsion as hallmark indicators 
of tissue damage.

Testicular torsion is a clinical con-
dition that causes reduced blood flow 
(ischemia) that leads to low oxygen levels 
(hypoxia) in the testis. Testis ischemia 
and hypoxia can cause significant cel-

lular damage and cell death in affected 
testes, including the loss of sperm pro-
duction. Torsion, which is particularly 
prevalent in prepubertal and adolescent 
males, also can lead to impaired fertility 
or infertility in males.

Dr. Palladino teaches genetics, bio-
technology, and endocrinology in cell 
and molecular biology. He has received 
several awards for research and teaching 
including the New Investigator Award 
of the American Society of Andrology, 
the 2005 Distinguished Teacher Award 
from Monmouth University, and the 
2005 Caring Heart Award from the NJ 
Association for Biomedical Research.

He is also co-author of the undergradu-
ate textbook, Introduction to Biotechnology, 
Series Editor for the Benjamin Cummings 
Special Topics in Biology booklet series 
and author of the first booklet in the 
series, Understanding the Human Genome 
Project. He recently joined the authorship 
team of W.S. Klug, M.R. Cummings 
and C.A. Spencer as a co-author for the 
undergraduate textbooks, Concepts of Ge-
netics, 9e and Essentials of Genetics, 7e. He 
resides in Howell.

Dr. Capraro is a board-certified pedi-
atric emergency medicine sub-specialist 
interested in the potential for emerging 
technologies to improve the diagnosis, 
treatment, and understanding of time-
critical emergencies such as testicular 
torsion.

sCreening Brings CAMDEN 28 
aCtivists to CaMPus

In collaboration with P.O.V., the ac-
claimed independent series on PBS 
featuring point-of-view documen-

taries, Monmouth screened The Camden 
28 during the Global Understanding 
Convention.

Filmmaker Anthony Giacchino and 
Camden 28 defendants Fr. Michael 
Doyle and Gene Dixon were joined by 
Rutgers professor Howard Gillette, 
author of Camden After the Fall: Decline 
and Renewal in a Post-Industrial City, par-
ticipated in a panel discussion after the 
screening. 

The 2007 film describes a 1971 raid 
by anti-war activists on a local draft 
board, and their subsequent acquittal. 
Supreme Court Justice William Bren-
nan called the proceedings, “one of the 
great trials of the 20th century.” 

Keynote FroM ForMer nPr rePorter

Monmouth University’s fourth 
annual fashion show, Creative 
Couture, raised $2,756 for 

Alyssa’s Angels of West Long Branch.
Alyssa’s Angels is a non-profit or-

ganization whose mission is to assist 
children with disabilities and help 
their families lead happy and produc-
tive lives. The organization works to 

lessen the financial burden by provid-
ing funding for therapeutic recreation 
and medical equipment.

The show, held on February 9 in Wil-
son Hall, was sponsored by Hawk TV, 
WMCX, The Outlook, CommWorks, 
and the Public Relations Student Soci-
ety of America.

Sarah Chayes, former NPR reporter, 
author of The Punishment of Virtue, 
and founder of Arghand, a nongov-

ernmental organization that produces 
hand-crafted products in Khandahar, 
Afghanistan, delivered the keynote ad-
dress for the Global Understanding 
Convention in April.

Fashion shoW raises $2,756 For aLyssa’s angeLs

PaLLaDino Pairs With tuFts ProFessor For researCh
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aMeDeo ’90 naMeD to CoMMission 

Trustee Jerome P. Amedeo ’90 
was appointed by Governor Jon 
Corzine in May to the School 

Ethics Commission. Amedeo is owner 
and executive director of Somerset Hills 
School, one of the largest schools for 
emotionally disturbed children in New 
Jersey. 

The School Ethics Commission is 
a nine-member body that reviews, 
investigates and renders decisions on 
complaints against school officials al-
leging violations of the School Ethics Act.  
The Commission is established in the 
New Jersey Department of Education, 
and has the power to issue advisory 
opinions, receive complaints, receive 
and retain disclosure statements, con-
duct investigations, hold hearings, and 
compel the attendance of witnesses and 
the production of documents as it may 
deem necessary to enforce the School 
Ethics Act.

Mr. Amedeo was elected to the Mon-
mouth University Board of Trustees in 
July, 2007. He serves on the Monmouth 
University Annual Fund Volunteer 
Leadership team and is a member of the 
Advisory Council of the Juvenile Justice 
Commission. In 2005, he was honored as 
Humanitarian of the Year by the Make-
A-Wish Foundation of New Jersey. 

Professor Emeritus Donald B. 
McKenzie gave two lectures in 
March to compliment the display 

of original engravings by William Hog-
arth (1697-1764). Dr. McKenzie’s talk 
“William Hogarth: Sin City,” marked 
the opening of the exhibition. Items 
belonging to the University’s permanent 
collection spanned the 800 Gallery and 
nearby Ice House Gallery. 

Hogarth could be both bitingly sarcas-

tic and morally instructive, highlighting 
the follies in all classes of English society. 
Hogarth was also a pioneer in copyright 
law after his successful prints attracted 
many piracy copies. In 1735, the Copy-
right Act was passed by the House of 
Parliament and is generally known as the 
Hogarth’s Act.

The collection is a 1972 gift from 
Dr. Elinor Judd and the late Dr. A. 
Bradford Judd.

hogarth eXhiBit anD LeCture

Gin Lane (1751) is a frank warning about consequences of alcoholism.

unsung heroes reCognizeD

Five recipients of the Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Unsung Hero 
Award were honored in January. 

The award is given annually to indi-
viduals who exemplify the spirit, life, 
teachings, and commitment to service of 
the slain civil rights leader.  Recipients 
were Patricia Scinto-Krosnicki ‘77, di-
rector of the Long Branch Senior Center, 
peace advocate and Monmouth student 
Dante Barry-Williams, Monmouth 
professor Dr. Eleanor Novek, reporter 
Robin Martin, and Abe Chapnick, a 
concentration camp survivor.

l-r: heather kelly, assistant 
director of student activities 
for multicultural and diver-
sity initiatives; robin martin, 
journalist; dr. eleanor novek, 
director of master’s corporate 
and public relations program; 
president gaffney, patricia 
scinto-krosnicki ‘77, student 
peace activist dante barry-wil-
liams, and abe chapnick. 
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internationaL sChoLars enhanCe 
Convention

Monmouth hosted two inter-
national scholars during the 
spring semester—Indone-

sian sociologist Imam Budidarmawan 
Prasodjo and Bangladeshi social sci-
entist A.S.M. Atiqur Rahman taught 
classes, gave campus-wide and com-
munity lectures, and participated in 
the Global Understanding Convention 
held in April.

Dr. Rahman is a professor of Social 
Work at the Institute of Social Welfare 
and Research, University of Dhaka, Ban-
gladesh and the immediate past Dean of 
the Institute. He is a member of the Sen-
ate of the University of Dhaka; president 
of Nagorik Shonghoti (Citizen’s Solidar-
ity); the acting secretary general of the 
Bangladesh Association for the Aged 
and Institute of Geriatric Medicine 
(BAAIGM), an organization working 
for the benefit of the elderly people since 
1960 throughout Bangladesh; editor of 
the Bangladesh Journal of Geriatrics; also a 
member of other non-profit community 
development organizations in Bangla-
desh.

Rahman is deeply committed to so-
cial development, social justice, human 
rights, and women’s empowerment. 
His area of specialization is social ger-
ontology, and he has published many 
articles on aging issues, social work 
education, and social service programs 
in Bangladesh, Bangladesh population, 
dowry, and dower money issues.

He is the author of two books 
on social research and statistics. At 
Monmouth University he taught a 
graduate course entitled “Social Work 
Research.”

Dr. Prasodjo comes to Monmouth 
University on a Fulbright Scholar-in-
Residence grant. The program brings 
visiting scholars from abroad to lecture 
and teach at U.S. universities for one 
semester or a year and is sponsored by 
the Bureau of Educational and Cultural 

Affairs of the United States Depart-
ment of State.

He is a sociology professor at the 
University of Indonesia and director 
and founder of Nurani Dunia Founda-
tion, a non-profit organization that 
provides immediate assistance for vic-
tims and displaced persons in disaster 
and conflict areas. The foundation also 
engages in conflict resolution and pre-
vention, and community development 
initiatives aimed at making Indonesian 
communities stronger, more resilient, 
peaceful, and prosperous.

In addition, Dr. Prasodjo is founder 
and director of the Center for Research 
on Intergroup Relations and Conflict 
Resolution (CERIC). CERIC network 
members have participated in provid-
ing curriculum development, research 
design, conflict resolutions and social 
mapping, and cooperative learning 
training across Indonesia.

The International Scholar Program 
at Monmouth University is organized 
by the Office of Academic Program 
Initiatives.

Christie tough on CorruPtion

U.S. Attorney for New Jersey 
Christopher J. Christie ad-
dressed a crowd of public 

officials and law enforcement officials 
at a Leadership and Public Ethics semi-
nar held in Wilson Hall this May. The 
appearance came weeks after former 
Newark Mayor Sharpe James was found 
guilty on federal charges including fraud 
and conspiracy.

Christie said corruption in New Jersey 
exists on both sides of the political aisle, 
in both the largest cities and smallest 
municipalities. He called New Jersey the 
third most corrupt state in the nation, 
after Illinois and Louisiana.

“My message to every mayor, council-
man, legislator, school board member, 
county official and members of the gov-
ernor’s office should be pretty simple,” he 
said. “Don’t think we won’t come after 
your case.” 

Christie cautioned New Jersey 
residents not to rely on the federal gov-
ernment to solve all corruption problems. 
‘The only thing a political understands is 
losing,” he said, adding, “The best cor-
ruption fighter is a ballot.”

 Public Policy graduate student Tracy 
Olski asked Christie if he planned to run 
for governor in 2009, after a new admin-
istration takes power in Washington. 
“When President Bush leaves, I may 
be out of a job,” he said. “Running for 
governor is certainly one of the options I 
would consider.”

christopher j. christie in wilson hall
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eMPLoyee giving BreaKs reCorDs
Dr. Jeffery N. Mills, vice president for 

University Advancement, announced in 
late January that employees contributed 
$201,010 to support Monmouth Uni-
versity during the 2007 calendar year, 
breaking all previous employee giving 
records.  

“Giving rose by $74,382,” a stagger-
ing 58% increase, “over the $126,628 
contributed in 2006,” he said. Dr. 
Mills also noted that 29 departments on 
campus had 100% participation rates, a 
higher percentage than for any previous 
campaign. 

He said that 30 team captains, Mon-
mouth employees representing all areas 
of the University, helped raise aware-
ness and generate excitement for the 
campaign. “Support for the mission of 
the University from employees demon-
strates that we are on the right track,” 
he added.

Jacqueline Bartley-Oxley, associate 
vice president of University Advance-
ment, echoed the importance of employee 
giving to grant-makers who support 
Monmouth. “Employee giving is an 
important benchmark for many founda-
tions,” she said. “Support from inside the 
University translates directly to greater 
support from outside the University.”

nih CanCer grant For Dr. hutter

Dr. Dottie Hutter, assistant 
professor of Biology, has been 
awarded an Academic Research 

Enhancement Award (AREA) grant 
from the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for cancer research. The amount 
of the award, with direct and indirect 
costs included, will be close to $200,000 
over a three-year period.

“The grant will greatly enhance my 
ability to perform high-level research 
with undergraduate students,” stated 
Dr. Hutter.

The project, “Density-dependent 
regulation of MAP kinase pathways,” 
will study the potential role of one type 
of signaling proteins, MAP kinase phos-
phatases (MKPs), and the involvement 
of regulation of this class of proteins in 
contact-inhibited “normal” cells, and 
how/why the regulation is altered in 
cancerous cells. In addition to their po-
tential role in cancer, MKPs have been 
found to be critical regulators of cellular 
signaling in cardiac injury following 
ischemia-reperfusion and inflammation. 
Having greater knowledge of the regula-
tion of MAP kinases pathways by MKPs 
during density-dependent growth con-
trol and the stress response may lead to 
better understanding of the deregulation 
of these pathways in disease states.

AREA grants support individual 
research projects in the biomedical and 
behavioral sciences conducted by fac-
ulty, and involving their undergraduate 
students.

Dr. Hutter specializes in cell and 
molecular biology and signal trans-
duction pathways. Current research 
includes the regulation of stress signal-
ing pathways during cell proliferation 
and programmed cell death. Dr. Hutter 
received her doctorate degree from The 
Catholic University of America. She re-
sides in Tinton Falls.

MathBor naMeD vP oF institute

Dr. Golam M. Mathbor, associate 
dean of the School of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences, was 

elected vice president of the American 
Institute of Bangladesh Studies (AIBS) 
in April.

AIBS is an association of institutions 
of higher learning in the United States 
aimed at promoting scholarly under-
standing between Bangladesh and the 
United States.  Incorporated in 1988, 
AIBS provides senior and junior fellow-
ships as pre-dissertation grants.

Another AIBS program offers Bangla-
deshi scholars the opportunity to visit the 
United States for joint research projects 
with U.S. scholars. Since its inception, 
affiliated scholars have investigated re-
search topics including demography, 
politics, sustainable development, bu-
reaucracy, anthropology, history, gender 
and minority studies, religion, rural and 
urban migration as well as banking and 
religion.  

Dr. Mathbor currently serves as a 
commissioner of the Global Social Work 
Education Commission of the U.S. 
National Council on Social Work Educa-
tion, and as an associate secretary general 
of the International Consortium for Social 
Development (ICSD). He is the founder/
president of the Board of Trustees of the 
Long Branch Concordance, a 501(C)(3) 
Non-Profit Agency in Long Branch.
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The New Jersey Historical Com-
mission awarded a grant for 
$13,860 to microfilm the cata-

log of The Outlook. An award-winning 
newspaper published since 1933 by the 
students of Monmouth Junior College, 
Monmouth College, and Monmouth 
University, the paper made its debut 
just weeks after Monmouth Junior Col-
lege opened its doors on November 20, 
1933.

The proposal to microfilm every 
back issue will preserve “a unique, un-
derutilized, and regionally important 
publication,” said Collections Manager 
Chris Ellwood, who wrote the grant.

“The microfilm process will also 
pave the way for the digitization of The 
Outlook and subsequent distribution via 
the World-Wide Web,” said Ellwood. 
Vice President for University Advance-
ment Jeffery Mills said the grant was 
“an important way to help preserve the 
history of the University,” and “very 
appropriate for Monmouth’s Diamond 
Jubilee.”

For much of its history, the paper 
was printed on unstable stock that is 
now highly acidic and brittle.  In ad-
dition, the majority of back issues were 
bound in oversized volumes that inad-
vertently caused further deterioration 
of the newsprint.

The state grant will allow each issue 
to be reformatted to 35mm microfilm 
standards set by NJHC and New Jersey 
Division of Archives and Records Man-
agement (NJDARM).  

After transfer to microfilm, complete 
copies of the records will be preserved 
in the New Jersey State Archives.  The 
Monmouth University Library will also 
retain copies and make the content 
available through the New Jersey Li-
brary Network.

C-SPAN’s new interview series, Q&A, 
which airs each Sunday night at 8:00 PM 
EST, recently featured an interview with 
Dr. Yvonne Thornton ’69. C-SPAN Presi-
dent and CEO Brian Lamb conducted the 
interview which aired January 6.  

In the interview Dr. Thornton discusses 
her family’s life story described in her 
book, The Ditchdigger’s Daughters: A 
Black Family’s Astonishing Success Story. 
Dr. Thornton, a former Trustee of the 
University, was named Distinguished 
Alumna in 1984, and awarded an honor-
ary doctorate by Monmouth in 1985.

 Dr. Thornton, who is a double-board cer-
tified specialist in obstetrics, gynecology 
and maternal-fetal medicine, earned her 
medical degree at Columbia College of 
Physicians and Surgeons and went on to 
obtain a Master of Public Health in 1996 
from the Columbia University School of 
Public Health. 

A transcript of the interview is available 
at www.c-span.org/special/thornton.asp, or 
you can watch the program in streaming 
media by visiting 
www.q-and-a.org/Program/?ProgramID=1159. 

WEBWatch
c-Span intErviEW With 
Dr. YvonnE thornton

heaLth aWarD For Dr. sWeeney

Monmouth University Trustee 
Dr. Monica Sweeney was again 
recognized for her efforts in the 

public health field when she received the 
Public Health Association of New York 
City’s (PHANYC) 2008 Public Health 
Advocate Award in May.

Founded in 1936, PHANYC is one 
of the oldest and largest affiliates of the 
American Public Health Association.

Sweeney, M.D., M.P.H., who has 
been a trustee since 2006, is Assistant 
Clinical Professor of Preventive Medi-
cine SUNY Health Science Center of 
Brooklyn and Vice-President of Medical 
Affairs at the Bedford-Stuyvesant Fam-
ily Health Center, Inc.

She is also serving her second term 
as a member of the Presidential Advi-
sory Council on H.I.V./AIDS, where she 
chairs the prevention subcommittee.

In addition, she is an adjunct profes-
sor at the City University of New York 
Medical School and a clinical assistant 
professor at the State University of New 
York Health Science Center.

In October 1998 she was inaugurated 
president of the Medical Society County 
of Kings, becoming the first black woman 
president of the organization.

nJ history grant to Preserve THE OUTLOOK
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First seMester For KisLaK institute

The first semester of classes for the 
new undergraduate program at 
the Kislak Real Estate Institute 

drew to a close this spring. The special-
ized program has enrolled 17 students 
from across the U.S. and as far away as 
Dubai, pursuing a BS degree in business 
administration with a concentration in 
real estate. 

In its inaugural year, the Institute 
welcomed Amanda Osman to the pro-
gram in September, said Dr. Donald 
Moliver, director of the Institute. Ms. 
Osman is an American student who 
spent the past 17 years studying in 
Dubai with students from more than 53 
countries. She returned to the United 
States “for the sole purpose of studying 
real estate at Monmouth University,” 
he said.

Osman says she is happy to be en-
rolled in the program. “Knowing the 
basics of business and having them fo-
cused on real estate offers more than any 
other degree,” she said, adding, “These 
real estate courses make the connection 
to real life.” 

The program, one of only about 60 
across the country, is the result of $2 
million in support from the Kislak Fam-
ily Fund in 2006. The gift was made in 
honor of the centennial anniversary of 
the Woodbridge, NJ-based Kislak Or-
ganization. 

Jay I. Kislak, chairman of the Kis-
lak Organization, said, “Investing in 
real estate education has always been 
extremely important to our family and 
organization” and “this is an important 
moment for the Institute.”

President Gaffney and William Hill, 
assistant dean of Placement & 
Student Employment, visited the 
Shrewsbury offices of The Financial 
Information Group. Inc last No-
vember. The firm boasts over 400 
corporate clients, close to 2,000 
individual users and a better than 
90% customer renewal rate.  

The impressive statistic behind the 
visit was the fact that almost half of 
the 40-member team responsible 
for flagship Discovery Database 
products are Monmouth alumni or 
interns. Virtually every area of the 
company from marketing to infor-
mation technology has at least one 
representative Hawk.

William Hill said the company was 
growing tremendously and that he 
was “very pleased with the excel-
lent relationship that has developed 
over the last three years between 
the company and the University.” 

Although President and CEO Nick 
Stuller is not an alumnus, Chairman 
of the Board and company founder 
Paul C. Chachko ’84 holds a bache-
lor’s degree from Monmouth.

Paul is also the chief executive 
officer of V12 Group, a provider 
of below the line (BTL) marketing 
services and sits on the Board of 
Infinata, Inc. Prior to V12, Paul was 
the CEO of Datagence, a multi-
channel direct marketing services 
company. He was a 2005 finalist for 
Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the 
Year. 

The Financial Information Group 
Inc. provides sales and marketing 
tools to mutual fund companies, 
broker/dealer firms, fund admin-
istrators, insurance companies, 
trust companies and banks. Their 
Discovery products are web-
based databases of registered 
investment advisors, registered 
representatives, insurance agents, 
trust companies, banks and bro-
ker/dealers.

visit to DisCovery DataBase oFFiCes
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The Monmouth University Poll-
ing Institute has been named 
one of the most accurate poll-

sters covering presidential primary 
races, according to a Pollster Report 
Card released by Survey USA. 

The report card assessed the accuracy 
of 38 firms that polled one or more of 
the 36 presidential primaries and cau-
cuses through February 5, 2008. The 
Monmouth University Polling Insti-
tute tied for ninth place.

The final pre-election Monmouth 
University/Gannett New Jersey Poll 
released February 3—two days before 
the primary—found Hillary Clinton 
leading Barack Obama by 50% to 36% 
in the state’s Democratic primary, and 
John McCain leading Mitt Romney by 
55% to 23%. 

When the poll was released, Patrick 
Murray, director of 
the Polling Institute, 
was quoted as say-
ing, “Analysis of our 
internal poll numbers 
indicates that Obama 
may be able to close 
the gap by turning out 
large numbers of new 
voters. It does not ap-
pear that he will win 
the state outright, but he can rack up a 
good share of the delegates.” 

Clinton ended up winning the state 
by 54% to 44%. The eventual margin 
of victory was larger than other state 
polls had indicated, but in line with 

Monmouth University poll analysis. 
On the Republican side, McCain won 
the state with 55% of the vote to 28% 
for Romney.

Murray commented, “We were pret-
ty confident that Clinton would have 
a strong win in the state since we did 
not see quite as much room for a late 
Obama groundswell as other polls did. 
To be recognized for the accuracy of our 
call by a fellow pollster, who is also a 
competitor, is an honor.”

The Polling Institute conducts and 
disseminates public opinion research to 
foster greater public accountability by 
ensuring that the voice of the public is 
part of the policy discourse. Many of 
the institute’s polls are released in part-
nership with the Gannett New Jersey 
newspaper group. 

The Polling Institute’s activities 
include research ser-
vices for government 
agencies and private 
organizations that 
assist with policy 
planning and assess-
ment. The institute 
also collaborates with 
faculty and students 
to enhance research 
and training oppor-

tunities in survey research.
All of the Polling Institute’s reports 

can be found at 
www.monmouth.edu/polling/.

PoLLing institute earns high MarKs in PresiDentiaL PriMaries

Attention alumni:
Want to be in the loop?  Please provide your email ad-
dress to the alumni office and we will send emails about 
upcoming events. Go to www.monmouth.edu/alumni 
and follow instructions for creating a personal profile.

neW aCaDeMiC PaCt With MeXiCo

A new agreement between 
Monmouth University and 
National Autonomous Uni-

versity of Mexico (UNAM) was signed 
October 9, 2007. The pact will establish 
academic, cultural, and educational col-
laboration between the two universities.  
The universities will work together on 
research projects as well as exchange 
students and professors.

Activities included a visit by UNAM 
students and faculty to the Global Un-
derstanding Convention in April 2008. 
Dr. Golam M. Mathbor, associate dean 
of the School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, will coordinate the partnership 
project. He recently led two different 
groups of Monmouth students on trips 
to the UNAM’s National School of 
Social Work and arranged for UNAM 
professors and deans to give lectures at 
Monmouth University.

“Monmouth University faculty and 
students will benefit greatly from this 
joint partnership with UNAM,” said 
Provost Thomas Pearson. “The exchange 
of ideas, culture, and research will ben-
efit both universities.” As part of its 
2004-2014 strategic plan, Monmouth 
has committed to providing more op-
portunities for students and faculty to 
have rich and rewarding international 
experiences and develop a deeper under-
standing of global affairs.
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More than 300 prints, drawings 
and paintings by prominent 
artist and illustrator Jacob 

Landau were recently given to Mon-
mouth by the Jacob Landau Institute of 
Roosevelt, New Jersey. Also included in 
the collection are brushes, tools and other 
materials that Landau used while creat-
ing his artwork.

“It is wonderful to know that his art 
has found such a fine and appropriate 
home in the Monmouth University gal-
leries,” said David Herstrom, president of 
the Jacob Landau Institute.

Philadelphia-born Landau received 
an honorary Doctorate of Fine Arts from 
Monmouth University in 1996.  His 
work has appeared in the National Gal-
lery of Art in Washington, D.C. and the 
Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in New 
York City as well as at the New Jersey 
State Museum in 1983 and the Wood-
mere Museum in 1999. 

Director of Galleries and Collections 
at Monmouth University, Scott Knauer, 
said, “We are honored by this gift, one 
of the most significant collections of art 
that the University has received, which 
will be of tremendous benefit not only to 
our students and faculty but to residents 
of the surrounding communities as well.”  
Landau died in 2001 at 85.

aLuMni sChoLarshiPs avaiLaBLe

Two students are the recipients of 
this year’s Alumni Association 
scholarship.  They are Narissa 

Kanzler, daughter of Jill ‘82 and Ralph 
Kanzler ‘82, ‘94, and Kaitlin Poracky, 
daughter of Kathleen ‘80 and Dennis 
Poracky ‘79, ‘80.  

The scholarships, which are avail-
able only to children of Monmouth 
graduates, are awarded for academic 
achievement, school and community 
service, and leadership.  Each spring, 
alumni children who are current or in-
coming first years students are invited 

to submit applications for the award.  
Application forms, available from the 
Office of Alumni Affairs, are due by 
June 30th.

giFt oF LanDau art WiLL enriCh CaMPus

I Too Was In arcady (1969).
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Melissa Ziobro Kozlowski 
(Hist./Poli. Sci. ’05, M.A. 
Hist. ‘07) was recently pre-

sented with the Department of the 
Army Achievement Medal for Civilian 
Service.

Kozlowski, who began teaching un-
dergraduate History at Monmouth last 
fall, works with alumna Wendy Rejan 
(Hist. ‘04) as a historian at the U.S. 
Army CECOM Life Cycle Management 
Command, Fort Monmouth, NJ.  

Rejan, shown at right receiving a 
writing award, is the Command His-
torian for the Fort. As part of Fort 
Monmouth’s 90th Anniversary Rejan 
and Kozlowski have been busy collect-
ing and archiving a variety of historic 
material including documents, films 
and recordings.

Recent projects written by the 
alumnae can be found at http://www.
monmouth.army.mil/historian/anni-
versary.php. Topics include a diverse 
array of material including Sputnik 

signal detection, peregrine falcons used 
to intercept German pigeon messages 
during World War II, and the incarcer-
ation of a member of Lucky Luciano’s 
mob family at the Fort. 

aLuMnae MaKe their MarK on history geisLer ‘68 is LoyaL FrienD to yMCa

The Ocean 
C o u n t y 
Y M C A , 

which can boast 
having more than 
10,000 members, 
wouldn’t be what 
it is today without 

the help of Joel Geisler ’68, many fellow 
volunteers have said.

For his more than 30 years of volun-
teering, 63-year old Joel received the 
first Ocean County YMCA Red Triangle 
Award last October. The triangle, part 
of the YMCA logo, stands for unifica-
tion of spirit, mind and body.

Geisler began volunteering at the 
YMCA in 1978.

“My friend Anthony Graziano first 
got me involved at the Ocean County 
YMCA…As a kid I remembered going 
to play basketball once when there was 
a YMCA in Lakewood,” Geisler said. 
He served on the Ocean County YMCA 
Board of Directors for six years.

Geisler has been a property manager 
since 1982. Previously, he was senior 
vice president and then president of 
First State Bank, which later became a 
Sovereign Bank.

In addition to his dedicated work 
for the YMCA, Geisler has also served 
on the board of Twenty-One Plus, a 
Toms River nonprofit agency that serves 
people with developmental disabilities 
age 21 and older, since the agency was 
founded in 1979.

He has also served for 20 years on 
the boards of the Community Medical 
Center in Toms River and the hospital 
foundation, its fundraising arm.

Geisler and his wife, Barbara, who have 
an adult son and daughter and two grand-
children, are residents of Toms River but 
spend much of their time at their second 
home in Florida. He still enjoys exercis-
ing, golfing, bicycling, and skiing.

COL James COstigan reCOgnizes FOrt mOnmOuth histOrians Wendy reJan (LeFt) and meLissa 
ziObrO KOzLOWsKi (right) FOr their serviCe tO the pOst at his retirement LunCheOn, 2007.

Wendy reJan ‘04 reCeives a Writing aWard FOr 
the army’s Keith L. Ware JOurnaLism COntest. 
the aWard Was presented tO Wendy by COL. 
stephen Christian, garrisOn COmmander, FOrt 
mOnmOuth. phOtO COurtesy OF FOrt mOnmOuth.
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Philadelphia Daily News’ Sam 
Donnellon has called him “a 
spiritual compass.” Others have 

commended his indomitable spirit, in-
credible courage, kindness and dignity. 
Former students still come to visit him 
years after graduating.

Dave Lewis ’81M has been teaching 
mathematics and business for the past 
seven years at Oakcrest High School 
in southern New Jersey to some of the 
most difficult students, a task he has 
whole-heartedly seized and has never 
taken for granted.

His strong work ethic and quiet 
dedication have earned him the label 
“Teacher of the Year” for 2008—an 
honor that most say is well deserved 
and a little overdue for the 58-year old 
educator.

“You meet very few great men in 
your life, and he’s one of them,” said Al 
DeCicco, vice president of the Alterna-

tive Program at Oakcrest and friend for 
the past eight years. “If people are pay-
ing attention, they can get a great life 
lesson from him.”

The children assigned to the Alter-
native Program are generally considered 
“at-risk” children, with a wide range of 
backgrounds. Some have been classified 
due to behavioral problems, while oth-
ers have recently been released from the 
criminal justice system.

But Lewis seems to be unrattled by 
the challenges he faces every day. In-
stead, he is thankful and anxious to do 
more.

“It’s educational rehab,” Lewis said, 
adding that his main goal is to get the 
kids back to the regular high school. 
“But they haven’t had really good rela-
tionships with adults,” he said, adding 
that gaining their trust is the most 
challenging part of his job.

DeCicco said, “This is fast-track 

training for teachers because the kids 
will eat you alive.” He added that the 
Alternative Program is not just about 
following a curriculum. DeCicco has 
been with the program since its incep-
tion in 1994.

When Dave is not teaching math, 
business, or general life skills, he’s 
coaching basketball for the Oakcrest 
Falcons, a job which earns him even 
more fans. He has been coaching bas-
ketball since the early-80s and seems to 
love every minute of it. And the feeling 
is mutual as evidenced by a student 
who had been dismissed from the team 
and is now helping to coach the team.

His cousin and close friend, Dr. 
Ivor Lewis, said, “Dave was born with 
a basketball in his hands.” He fondly 
reminisced about their days growing 
up together in Mahanoy City, PA. “He 
willed himself into being a basketball 
player despite his small stature. I see 

Dave LeWis ‘81M honoreD as teaCher oF the year that same spirit in what he’s doing now 
with his cancer. He wills himself into 
rising above it.”

“Many times Dave and I were in the 
middle of some kind of benign mischief 
and it seemed the teachers were on the 
look out for the Lewis boys. Even when 
I was the culprit, Dave was always 
there, ready to take the hit for me, no 
questions asked, no excuses,” his cousin 
added.

But it hasn’t always been easy 
despite his consistently calm and en-
couraging demeanor. For the past three 
years Dave has been battling with three 
bouts of cancer. He was first diagnosed 
with colon cancer, followed by mul-
tiple myeloma in November 2006 and 
now leukemia. He has undergone che-
motherapy and blood transfusions, and 
in June 2007 he underwent a stem-cell 
transplant.

He was feeling better, but in De-
cember he suffered a relapse that 
landed him in the hospital for three 
weeks. As a result, he has been receiv-
ing transfusions once or twice a week 
since February.

Lewis said he remains very open 
with his students about his cancer so 
that it is not “scary” for them. “I have 
made it my mission to teach my stu-
dents and players about cancer,” he 
said, adding that he also teaches them 
“mental toughness.”

On March 17 Lewis was rewarded 
for his efforts when he received the 
prestigious Charley Dinsmore survivor 
award in front of about 700 people at 
the tenth annual Philadelphia Coaches 
vs. Cancer Tourney Tip-Off Breakfast, 
an organization that has raised $23 
million since 1993.

“I was very honored. It was a tre-
mendous day,” Lewis said.

A couple weeks later Lewis was 
given “the Most Courageous Award” 
by the Al Carino Basketball Club of 

South Jersey. The long-time dream of 
founder Al Carino, the club was orga-
nized in the fall of 1962 with the help 
of Courier-Post sportswriters Charlie 
Schuck and Walt Burrows. 

Philadelphia Inquirer Columnist Sam 
Carchidi wrote about Lewis in January, 
calling him “a profile in courage” and 
“a role model for the ages, a man whose 
resiliency is off the charts, and a man 
who is teaching a lesson every time he 
attends a practice or game.”

Despite the adversity he has faced, 
his positive attitude and strong charac-
ter are still intact. Dave, who dropped 
out of Penn State when he saw the need 
to enlist in the Army during the Viet-
nam War, graduated with an M.B.A. 
from Monmouth 27 years ago. He has 
continued to prove that he is a survivor 
and an inspiration to his students and 
fellow teachers.

He spent much of his career in the 
healthcare management field, where he 
served as vice president for the Chil-
dren’s Seashore House, a medical care 
and rehabilitation facility now part of 
the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
for children with chronic illnesses and 
severe developmental disabilities.

Dave lives in Northfield with his 
wife, Beth, and their daughter, Emily, 
13, and son, David, 10. David is regu-

larly seen sitting right next to his dad 
at the games. Lewis also has two grown 
daughters from his previous marriage—
Rebecca, 33, and Rachel, 28—who also 
attend many of the games.

“Things are good. Things are mov-
ing in the right direction,” Lewis said 
from a University of Pennsylvania Hos-
pital room as he finished up the last day 
of his fourth round of chemotherapy.

He said he has had “a tremendous 
support system” from his family, church, 
and school, and he wants to continue to 
be healthy for his family. He also plans 
to diligently work with his basketball 
team this summer, hoping to improve 
their record next season.

His other wish is to walk his daugh-
ter down the aisle when she marries 
next year.

With these goals in mind, Dave 
returned to school the next day, la-
menting about nothing and keeping 
the focus on his students.

Lewis sees cancer as just part of life, 
something he is not going to let inter-
fere with living. 

Donnellon seemed to echo what 
many others have said or thought: “He 
was a special guy way before the ill-
ness.”

“Now he is a reflection of courage,” 
his cousin said.

Max C. Levine / The aTLanTiC CounTy WeekLies

Max C. Levine / The aTLanTiC CounTy WeekLies
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Philadelphia Daily News’ Sam 
Donnellon has called him “a 
spiritual compass.” Others have 

commended his indomitable spirit, in-
credible courage, kindness and dignity. 
Former students still come to visit him 
years after graduating.

Dave Lewis ’81M has been teaching 
mathematics and business for the past 
seven years at Oakcrest High School 
in southern New Jersey to some of the 
most difficult students, a task he has 
whole-heartedly seized and has never 
taken for granted.

His strong work ethic and quiet 
dedication have earned him the label 
“Teacher of the Year” for 2008—an 
honor that most say is well deserved 
and a little overdue for the 58-year old 
educator.

“You meet very few great men in 
your life, and he’s one of them,” said Al 
DeCicco, vice president of the Alterna-

tive Program at Oakcrest and friend for 
the past eight years. “If people are pay-
ing attention, they can get a great life 
lesson from him.”

The children assigned to the Alter-
native Program are generally considered 
“at-risk” children, with a wide range of 
backgrounds. Some have been classified 
due to behavioral problems, while oth-
ers have recently been released from the 
criminal justice system.

But Lewis seems to be unrattled by 
the challenges he faces every day. In-
stead, he is thankful and anxious to do 
more.

“It’s educational rehab,” Lewis said, 
adding that his main goal is to get the 
kids back to the regular high school. 
“But they haven’t had really good rela-
tionships with adults,” he said, adding 
that gaining their trust is the most 
challenging part of his job.

DeCicco said, “This is fast-track 

training for teachers because the kids 
will eat you alive.” He added that the 
Alternative Program is not just about 
following a curriculum. DeCicco has 
been with the program since its incep-
tion in 1994.

When Dave is not teaching math, 
business, or general life skills, he’s 
coaching basketball for the Oakcrest 
Falcons, a job which earns him even 
more fans. He has been coaching bas-
ketball since the early-80s and seems to 
love every minute of it. And the feeling 
is mutual as evidenced by a student 
who had been dismissed from the team 
and is now helping to coach the team.

His cousin and close friend, Dr. 
Ivor Lewis, said, “Dave was born with 
a basketball in his hands.” He fondly 
reminisced about their days growing 
up together in Mahanoy City, PA. “He 
willed himself into being a basketball 
player despite his small stature. I see 

Dave LeWis ‘81M honoreD as teaCher oF the year that same spirit in what he’s doing now 
with his cancer. He wills himself into 
rising above it.”

“Many times Dave and I were in the 
middle of some kind of benign mischief 
and it seemed the teachers were on the 
look out for the Lewis boys. Even when 
I was the culprit, Dave was always 
there, ready to take the hit for me, no 
questions asked, no excuses,” his cousin 
added.

But it hasn’t always been easy 
despite his consistently calm and en-
couraging demeanor. For the past three 
years Dave has been battling with three 
bouts of cancer. He was first diagnosed 
with colon cancer, followed by mul-
tiple myeloma in November 2006 and 
now leukemia. He has undergone che-
motherapy and blood transfusions, and 
in June 2007 he underwent a stem-cell 
transplant.

He was feeling better, but in De-
cember he suffered a relapse that 
landed him in the hospital for three 
weeks. As a result, he has been receiv-
ing transfusions once or twice a week 
since February.

Lewis said he remains very open 
with his students about his cancer so 
that it is not “scary” for them. “I have 
made it my mission to teach my stu-
dents and players about cancer,” he 
said, adding that he also teaches them 
“mental toughness.”

On March 17 Lewis was rewarded 
for his efforts when he received the 
prestigious Charley Dinsmore survivor 
award in front of about 700 people at 
the tenth annual Philadelphia Coaches 
vs. Cancer Tourney Tip-Off Breakfast, 
an organization that has raised $23 
million since 1993.

“I was very honored. It was a tre-
mendous day,” Lewis said.

A couple weeks later Lewis was 
given “the Most Courageous Award” 
by the Al Carino Basketball Club of 

South Jersey. The long-time dream of 
founder Al Carino, the club was orga-
nized in the fall of 1962 with the help 
of Courier-Post sportswriters Charlie 
Schuck and Walt Burrows. 

Philadelphia Inquirer Columnist Sam 
Carchidi wrote about Lewis in January, 
calling him “a profile in courage” and 
“a role model for the ages, a man whose 
resiliency is off the charts, and a man 
who is teaching a lesson every time he 
attends a practice or game.”

Despite the adversity he has faced, 
his positive attitude and strong charac-
ter are still intact. Dave, who dropped 
out of Penn State when he saw the need 
to enlist in the Army during the Viet-
nam War, graduated with an M.B.A. 
from Monmouth 27 years ago. He has 
continued to prove that he is a survivor 
and an inspiration to his students and 
fellow teachers.

He spent much of his career in the 
healthcare management field, where he 
served as vice president for the Chil-
dren’s Seashore House, a medical care 
and rehabilitation facility now part of 
the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
for children with chronic illnesses and 
severe developmental disabilities.

Dave lives in Northfield with his 
wife, Beth, and their daughter, Emily, 
13, and son, David, 10. David is regu-

larly seen sitting right next to his dad 
at the games. Lewis also has two grown 
daughters from his previous marriage—
Rebecca, 33, and Rachel, 28—who also 
attend many of the games.

“Things are good. Things are mov-
ing in the right direction,” Lewis said 
from a University of Pennsylvania Hos-
pital room as he finished up the last day 
of his fourth round of chemotherapy.

He said he has had “a tremendous 
support system” from his family, church, 
and school, and he wants to continue to 
be healthy for his family. He also plans 
to diligently work with his basketball 
team this summer, hoping to improve 
their record next season.

His other wish is to walk his daugh-
ter down the aisle when she marries 
next year.

With these goals in mind, Dave 
returned to school the next day, la-
menting about nothing and keeping 
the focus on his students.

Lewis sees cancer as just part of life, 
something he is not going to let inter-
fere with living. 

Donnellon seemed to echo what 
many others have said or thought: “He 
was a special guy way before the ill-
ness.”

“Now he is a reflection of courage,” 
his cousin said.

Max C. Levine / The aTLanTiC CounTy WeekLies

Max C. Levine / The aTLanTiC CounTy WeekLies
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Russell, who was nicknamed “Rig-
gy” by his older brother Brian, isn’t 
your average 20-something. On March 
23 of last year he embarked on a mis-
sion that few dream of attempting, 
much less completing.

For six months and two days he 
hiked more than two thousand miles 
along the Appalachian National Scenic 
Trail from Springer Mountain in Geor-
gia to Mount Katahdin in Maine.

He trudged through difficult ter-
rains along 14 states, braving black 
bear and venomous snake sightings, 
and severe weather threats while nurs-

ing nagging shin splints, tendonitis 
and ankle sprains.

But at the end of his journey he 
was given the honor of being a “2,000 
Miler.” He has a patch to prove it--he 
clocked 2,174 miles to be exact.

“I’m very happy I did it. I would 
recommend it to everyone,” Russell 
said.

“There were times when I didn’t 
want it to end,” Russell said, adding 
that there were also a couple of times 
he thought he might not finish.

The solitude didn’t seem to bother 
him though he missed his family and 

friends and a regular shower. An occa-
sional ankle sprain and persistent shin 
splints also hampered his progress at 
times.

Russell said he used the environ-
ment to heal his injuries. “I used roots 
to stretch my tibia, and I used the natu-
ral springs to ice my shins and knees.”

It’s in his blood, some might say. 
Russell’s father, who shares the same 
name, took a motorcycle trip when 
he was in his 20s with a friend to the 
Grand Canyon and then hiked all the 
way down to the bottom.

A generation later Russell found 

RIGGY GETS
TRANSCENDENTAL

“In every walk with nature one 
receives far more than he seeks.”

—John Muir

Heather McCulloch Mistretta

“I don’t look up at the sky as much now,” 
Russell Anderson ’03 ’06M said in a recent 
interview. “The big dipper was amazingly 
easy to see in the dark, starry sky.”
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himself in a similar situation on the 
other side of the Mississippi. One of the 
highlights, Russell said, was when his 
father joined him on his hike for about 
70 miles leading up to Stratton Moun-
tain.

The journey began just over a year 
ago at the 3,782-foot Springer Moun-
tain where he was invited to sign a trail 
register at Amicalola before entering 
the wilderness of the Chattahoochee 
National Forest.

The first leg is a test of mental 
stamina, one which many hikers never 
complete. In fact, only between 10 and 
25 percent of those who attempt the 
Appalachian Trail actually finish it.

Twenty-eight miles after the start 
hikers are greeted by Blood Mountain, 
which has an altitude of 4,461 feet. 
Other highlights include the Delaware 
Water Gap, the Green Mountains, 
Berkshires, Catskills, and Mount Wash-
ington, which is the highest point in the 
northeast.

Throughout the journey Russell 
snacked on protein bars and dined on 
cereals, dehydrated dinners and an oc-
casional half dozen eggs he managed to 
find at a local market. He slept in a small 
light tent and tried to protect himself 
from the hot summer sun, mosquitoes 
and ticks.

His connection with the rest of the 
world was sporadic at best. He met 
other hikers along the way, carried a cell 
phone, and picked up occasional care 
packages left at post offices by his family 
and friends along the route. He even met 
up with fellow alumnus, Glen Keaton 
’04 and hiked with him for about 300 
miles. Glen also became a 2,000 Miler. 
Russell said he still keeps in touch with 
five hikers he met along the way.

When asked why he spent half a year 
slogging along the Appalachian Trail, 
Russell said the idea came to him in 

“All that is gold does not 
glitter, not all those that 
wander are lost.”

—J.R.R Tolkien

Map courtesy of appalachian trail conservancy
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2001. “What next?” he thought just 
after he and his basketball teammates 
captured two Northeast Conference 
titles and appeared twice in the NCAA 
Tournaments. Shortly thereafter, he 
read A Season on the Appalachian Trail, 
and was hooked.

In 2006, after earning his master’s 
in Corporate and Public Communica-
tion, Russell started working for the 
New York Sports Club in Marlboro 
as a certified strengthening and condi-
tioning instructor.

“It was either now or never,” Russell 
remembers thinking. He adds that it has 
always been important to him to finish a 
project before going onto the next one.

According to the Appalachian Trail 
Conservancy (ATC), more than 9,000 
hikers have completed the trail since 
1936. In 2006 there were 488 total hike 
completions recorded. ATC also esti-
mates that three to four million visitors 
hike a portion of the trail each year.

Last year marked the 70th an-
niversary of the Appalachian Trail’s 
completion. The revolutionary idea of 
the trail was conceived in the early-
1920s by Benton MacKaye, a forester 

who wanted to provide people with 
an escape from “the din of war” and 
“general upheaval,” where they could 
renew themselves and escape “the 
high powered tension of the economic 
scramble.”

MacKaye, who objected to the “hec-
tic-ness” of society, claimed his idea 
was born while sitting in a tree atop 
Stratton Mountain in Vermont. 

“Cooperation replaces antagonism, 
trust replaces suspicion, emulation re-
places competition. An Appalachian trail, 
with its camps, communities, and spheres 
of influence along the skyline, should, 
with reasonably good management, ac-
complish these achievements,” MacKaye 
wrote in a 1921 article in the Journal of the 
American Institute of Architects.

In 1923 the first section of the trail, 
from Bear Mountain west through 
Harriman State Park to Arden, NY, 
was opened. Two years later MacKaye 
organized a conference in Washington, 
DC, to further his idea. This resulted in 
the birth of the ATC, which appointed 
MacKaye as the field organizer.

But MacKaye’s fairly abstract and 
transcendental ideas muddled the proj-

ect and stalled its progress.
Several years later a retired judge named 

Arthur Perkins and his younger associate 
Myron Avery latched onto MacKaye’s 
original idea and developed it.

MacKaye objected to the commer-
cialism associated with the new path, 
prompting him to abandon the ATC in 
1935.

Avery wasted no time establishing a 
network of volunteers and worked with 
the government to build the organiza-
tion of the ATC. Avery set the Trail’s 
northern terminus at Katahdin in his 
native Maine. Avery was also the first 
to walk the entire trail in 1936, though 
not as a thru-hike, which means in a 
single season.

Despite some setbacks in the late-
30s and early 40s, the trail is thriving 
today in large part due to the ATC, 
renamed the Appalachian Trail Con-
servancy in 2005, and the more than 
6,000 volunteers that work each year 
to preserve the wilderness. It is main-
tained by 30 trail clubs and multiple 
partnerships.  

Russell, who believes strongly in the 
preservation of the trail, said he also 
plans to volunteer for the ATC at Bear 
Mountain in New York.

He is still enjoying working at The 
Edge Sports Academy Health Club and 
Elite sports physical therapy group, 
which share the same building. 

When asked what feat he was going 
to tackle next, Russell said he tries not 
to look too far into the future. “I’m not 
satisfied, but I’m happy,” he said. MU

Russell wishes to dedicate this article to his 
best friend, Matthew Kelleher, who died ear-
lier this year. 

Russell at the 2004 ncaa touRnament game against mississippi state.
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Wendy Boglioli, recently 
inducted member of the 
Monmouth University 

Sports Hall of Fame, and a member 
of the 1976 4 x 100m Freestyle Relay 
Team, was selected along with the team 
as finalists for the 2008 class of the U.S. 
Olympic Hall of Fame by the United 
States Olympic Committee.

The public was invited to vote online 
through March 28 at usolympichallof-
fame.com to determine the 2008 slate 
of inductees. Although Wendy and her 
team were not selected for inclusion 
this year, fellow Olympian nominees 
included Oscar de La Hoya, Brian Boi-
tano, Karch Kiraly, Joan Benoit, Amy 
Van Dyken, and Lones W. Wigger, Jr.

Boglioli’s 1976 Relay Team con-
sisted of Kim Peyton, Jill Sterkel, and 
Shirley Babashoff. They captured gold 
at The Games in Montreal and set a 
new world record.

Boglioli was the American Record 
Holder in the 100-meter butterfly, 
the 100-meter freestyle and 100-meter 

butterfly in 1976, 1977 and 1978. At 
the 1976 Olympic Games in Montreal, 
she received a gold medal in the 4x100 
freestyle relay, which set the World and 
Olympic Records, and a bronze medal 
in the 100-meter butterfly.

BogLioLi’s teaM naMeD oLyMPiC haLL oF FaMe FinaLists Men’s soCCer Duo gets shot at 
ProFessionaL ranKs 

Two Monmouth University men’s 
soccer players will get the chance 
to play professionally next season 

as former Hawks Tom Gray and Damon 
Wilson were drafted into two separate 
soccer leagues. 

“This is a wonderful opportunity for 
Tommy and Damon,” said Monmouth 
Head Coach Robert McCourt, a three-
time NEC Coach of the Year. Gray was 
selected by the Kansas City Wizards 
in the third round of the Major League 
Soccer (MLS) Supplemental Draft, while 
Wilson was selected in the first round 
of the 2008 Major Indoor Soccer League 
(MISL) College Draft by the defending 
league champion Philadelphia KiXX. 

Gray, who was added to the Hermann 
Trophy Watch List at the beginning of 
the 2007 season, led Monmouth to three 
straight Northeast Conference regular 
season championships, and an appear-
ance in the 2006 NCAA Tournament. 
During his tenure with the Hawks, 
the program received its first national 
ranking, defeated two nationally-ranked 
opponents, and registered a 24-game 
unbeaten streak in conference play. Gray 
posted 53 points, on 14 goals and 25 as-
sists. 

Wilson, an NSCAA First-Team 
All-Region player in 2007, helped 
lead Monmouth to its third straight 
Northeast Conference regular season 
championship by topping the Hawks 
with 20 points, on seven goals and six as-
sists. The forward finished 2007 ranked 
fifth in the league in scoring and goals, 
while adding two game-winning goals. 

WenDY Boglioli at 2007 
spoRts hall oF Fame DinneR
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neC honor roLL For haWKs

An abundance of Hawks made 
the 2007-08 Northeast Con-
ference (NEC) fall Academic 

Honor Roll, the league announced re-
cently.  All NEC scholar-athletes must 
earn a minimum of 60 semester hours, 
maintain a minimum cumulative GPA 
of 3.20 and participate with distinction 
as a member of a varsity team.

Members from Monmouth’s six fall 
sports, men’s and women’s cross country 
and soccer, as well as football and field 
hockey, made up the Blue and White’s 
contingent of athletic scholars on the 
annual list. 

The football team placed 16 members 
on the honor roll, with senior Jarrett 
Osborne Revis leading the way with a 
3.83 GPA in business administration. 

The women’s soccer team, who won 
NEC regular season and tournament 
championships last fall, placed many 
members on the honor roll. Freshman 
Ali Kliment earned the only 4.0 GPA 
among all student-athletes last semes-
ter. Kliment is a student in the Honors 
School majoring in criminal justice. 

The field hockey team also boasted 
a number of honor roll students, with 
freshman Morganne Firmstone, named 
to the NEC All-Second Team in her 
first year in the Blue and White, lead-
ing the way with a 3.89 GPA. 

The cross country team featured 
sophomore Rachel Ruggiano for the 
women with a 3.78 GPA in business 
accounting, while Brendan McGoldrick 
paced the men with a 3.68 GPA in his-
tory/education. The men’s soccer team 
placed three members on the honor roll, 
with junior Michael Pereira leading the 
way with a 3.76 GPA in marketing.

Outside the NEC roster, three mem-
bers of the Bowling Club were named 
to the National Collegiate Bowling 
Coaches Association Collegiate All-
American Teams.

Sophomore John Costello, an Eng-
lish major with a 3.80 GPA, graduate 

Two former Monmouth Univer-
sity football players will get the 
chance to continue their football 

careers after college next season. Matt 
Hill ‘97 and Mike Castellano ’06 have 
joined on with the Canadian Football 
League (CFL) and All American Foot-
ball League (AAFL), respectively. 

Hill became the first Hawk to sign a 
professional contract with a team from 
the CFL when the Calgary Stampeders 
offered the safety a two-year contract 
recently. The Stampeders have 
the option to keep the 2006 
First Team AII-NEC safety on 
the roster for the 2009 season, 
but there is a two-month pe-
riod when he can work out for 
NFL teams. 

Hill ended his career with 265 tack-
les and nine interceptions, which ranks 
fourth and third all-time at Monmouth. 
After leading the Hawks in takedowns 
as a senior, Hill was named Sports 
Network Mid-Major All-American and 
First Team All-Northeast Region. 

“There was a time I just wanted to 
play football professionally anywhere,” 
said Hill. “The CFL is pretty much 
the second highest level of professional 
football, and I just want an opportunity 
to showcase my skills at the professional 
level.”

Hill sent tapes all over and worked 
out for the Montreal Alouettes when a 
scout for the Stampeders happened to 
be in attendance. That scout then con-
tacted some other clubs that had worked 
out Hill and decided to offer a contract 
to the former safety. The Hopatcong, 
N.J, native joins wideouts Will Holder 
(AFL’s New York Dragons) and Miles 
Austin (Dallas Cowboys) as the third 
player in MU’s history to sign a profes-
sional football contract. Hill will report 

to Stampeders’ training camp in 
the last week of May. 

Mike Castellano recently 
signed a one-year contract with 
the Arkansas team of the upstart 
All American Football League. 
The Freehold native was one of 

just 25 out-of-area players selected by 
Arkansas.

“I am really excited about the chance 
to keep playing football,” said Castel-
lano. “The opportunity to continue 
playing was always the most important 
thing to me. It was exciting to sit down 
and watch the draft and see my name 
come across the screen. It’s a great feel-
ing to know I’ll be playing professional 
football.”

FootBaLL Careers PossiBLe For CasteLLano anD hiLL

Mike Castellano ’06 Matt Hill ‘97
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student Heather Miller, who sports a 
3.70 GPA and senior Nicole Packo, a 
communication major with 3.55 GPA, 
were all named 2007-08 Academic All-
Americans by the organization.

WoMen’s traCK & FieLD 2008 neC 
inDoor ChaMPs 

A team effort sparked the Mon-
mouth University’s women’s 
track & field team to a win at 

the 2008 Northeast Conference Indoor 
Championships in Landover, MD. The 
men’s team saw their three-year run as 
defending champions snapped but still 
managed a solid second place finish on 
the day. 

Also, Joe Compagni took home 
NEC Coach of the Year honors for the 
women.

The 400m dash had sophomore 
Michelle Losey come away with a first 
place finish, crossing the line in 56.81. 
Losey was named MVP of the meet after 
a retabulation of votes from the league 
office. She led the charge as 15 Hawks 
earned All-NEC honors.

Hawks Illiana Blackshear and Brittany 
Gibbs took the third and fourth place 
spots, earning valuable points in the win-
ning effort. Crystal Stein’s time of 1:16.30 
in the 500m dash was fast enough for sec-
ond place and All-NEC honors.

Monmouth captured three of the 

scoring spots in the mile, led by Cailin 
Lynam’s second place finish (5:02.45). 
Freshman Christine Altland and sopho-
more Laura Embrey placed fifth and 
sixth, respectively. Losey took second in 
the 200m dash finals (25.40), with Stein 
coming in fifth with her time of 26.04. 

Once again the relay teams came up 
big for the Hawks, with Monmouth 
winning the 4x400 and taking fourth 
in the distance medley relay. The 4x400 
squad of Blackshear, Losey, Gibbs and 
Stein won the event with a time of 
3:53.94, edging out LIU. The DMR 
relay team consisted of Tiffany McK-
enna Mary Wilks, Aracelis Lantigua and 
Laura Embrey. 

Latasha Leake took third in the high 
jump (5’ 2 114”), while Jenn Tarsan 
came in fifth in the same event, clearing 
the same height. Tarsan was also seventh 
in the triple jump to earn points for the 
Hawks, an event in which Gibbs placed 
fourth with her mark of 37’ 8”. Leake 
earned a fifth place finish in the 60m 
hurdles. Losey also earned a sixth place 
finish in the 60m dash, placing in her 
fourth event of the day. Lantigua’s time 
of 2:22.32 in the 800m earned a seventh 
place spot for the sophomore. Altland 
finished in eighth place in the 5000m.

KeLLer throWs to viCtory

Monmouth University senior 
Christian Keller’s 173-foot 
discus throw landed him in 

the NCAA East Regionals to be held 
later this year after taking first place in 
April at the Penn Relays, the nation’s 
most prestigious track meet.

Also at the Penn Relays, Keller won 
the hammer with a heave of 173’11”, 
and the women’s 4x200 relay team ran 
a time of 1:41.48, which is the second 
fastest time in school history.

The women’s soccer team defeated 
Sacred Heart last November to 
win its third overall Northeast 

Conference Championship, but hopes 
were dashed when the team fell to No. 1 
seeded Penn State in the opening round 
of the 2007 NCAA Tournament. 

 “It was a day to be remembered on 
the Great Lawn. To win the title in front 
of our home crowd and to have Christie 
Pearce Rampone serve as an honorary 
captain and address the team beforehand 
was a day that our players will remember 
forever,” said Krissy Turner.

 Monmouth last won the NEC title 
in 1996, when they earned their second 
straight conference championship.

WoMen’s soCCer reaChes nCaa tournaMent
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President Gaffney and dr. 
Marilyn Mcneil accePt the 
Professionally fraMed jersey 
at a february 23 cereMony . 

Jersey DonateD to haLL oF FaMe

Joe Gachina ‘49, former basket-
ball team captain, donated his 
original jersey to the new Sports 

     Hall of Fame at Monmouth University.  
The Hall of Fame will be located in 

the Multipurpose Activity Center cur-
rently under construction on campus.

aCaDeMiC aWarDs For WoMen’s 
soCCer 

The women’s soccer team has 
earned its tenth straight NSCAA 
Academic Team Award. College 

team academic award winners need a 3.0 
GPA or higher for the 2006-07 academic 
year to qualify for the honor. There were 
295 women’s teams awarded, and Mon-
mouth fell in the top-25 with a GPA of 
3.43.

The Hawks had four players earn all-
conference honors in 2007, led by NEC 
Player of the Year Amy Hoyer, Mon-
mouth’s second straight Player of the Year 
honoree. Joining Hoyer on the first-team 
were 2006 NEC Player and Rookie of the 
Year Andrea Lopez and Brittani Heller, 
the 2006 Defensive Player of the Year. 
Sophomore Shannon Rogers was named 
to the all-conference second team.

BraCh sets striKeout reCorD

Monmouth University’s right-
hander Brad Brach became 
the all-time leader in career 

strikeouts, with 246, in April. He also 
holds the school’s career record with 24 
wins and 284 career innings pitched.

The senior, who was named New 
Jersey Pitcher of the Year in 2006, is no 
stranger to setting records. He hurled a 
record 82 strikeouts in a single season 
in 2006.

1) Brad Brach (2005 -       ) 246*
2) Mike Liola (1993-1996) 219
3) Joe Aragona (1995-1998) 204
    Dan Severino (1997-2000) 204
5) John Garrabrant (1992-1995) 168
6) Glen Keeton (2000-2004) 162
7) Andrew Palmieri (2001-2004) 149
8) Brian Gismonde (1998-2001) 148
*As of April, 2008
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CaMPaniLe Wins goLF CroWn
Senior Anthony Campanile finished 

his career capturing his second indi-
vidual title, as the four-time All-NEC 
performer carded rounds of 70, 71 and 
71 en route to a three-round, four-under 
par 212. Campanile, Monmouth’s first 
men’s golfer to claim all-league status 
all four years, also won the NEC Indi-
vidual crown as a freshman in 2005.

Monmouth, the defending NEC 
Champions, finished in fifth place at the 
2008 Championships with a team total 
of 897, just four strokes out of second 
place overall.

Monmouth, which carded a program-
best 287 at the NEC Championships in 
round two to stand in third place after 
36 holes, carded a third round 304, as 
Campanile fired his third straight under 
par outing, carding a 71. 

Junior Ryan Beck was Monmouth’s 
next finisher, claiming a tie for 17th 
place overall with a 225 (75-70-80). 
Freshman Taylor Krug (79-73-78=230) 
and sophomore Michael McComb (80-
75-75=230) each tied for 29th place 
overall, while freshman Andrew Hurley 
(84-83-83=250) rounded out the Hawks’ 
scorers with a 47th place showing.

PLitz is Four-tiMe aLL-neC 
PerForMer

Senior Rylee Plitz became the 
school’s first-ever four-time All-NEC 
golf performer in program history, as 
she finished in seventh place overall at 
the 2008 Northeast Conference Cham-
pionships at the Lake Jovita Golf and 
Country Club. Monmouth University 
finished in sixth place overall.

Plitz, who earned all-conference 
honors with a sixth-place finish as a 
freshman, a ninth-place finish as a soph-
omore and was last year’s runner-up, 
led the Hawks with a three-day total of 
246 (83-81-82). Brigid Cahill and Julia 
Drygas each finished in a tie for 13th 
place overall at the three-day competi-
tion. Cahill carded a final round of 82 
to finish with a 253, while Drygas shot 
a final day 81.

Lisa Rastede carded a 280 (97-88-95) 
to finish in a tie for 37th place overall, 
while Kelly Reilly finished in 43rd posi-
tion (101-95-97=293).

Plitz finished in a tie with Sacred 
Heart’s Jennifer Tierney and Lauren 
Foster, while Stephanie Switzer finished 
10th with a three-round total of 248 
(85-80-83). The tournament’s top-10 
finishers were awarded 2008 NEC All-
Conference honors.

turner LeaDs nJ oLyMPiC DeveLoP-
Ment teaM

Monmouth University head 
women’s soccer coach Krissy 
Turner led the New Jersey 

State Olympic Development (ODP) 
1991 team to a second place finish at the 
2008 U.S. Youth Soccer ODP National 
Championships in March at Pizza Hut 
Park in Frisco, Texas.

The team, which is comprised of 18 
of the best female players in New Jersey, 
traveled to Texas March 6-8. They cap-
tured the Region I title in June 2007.

New Jersey, the defending National 
Champions, beat California South in the 
semifinals, 1-0, before falling to North 
Texas in the finals. North Texas, the 
host team, topped New Jersey 2-1 in the 
title match.

Turner, the 2006 and 2007 North-
east Conference Coach of the Year, has 
been coaching ODP in New Jersey for 
15 years and captured her fourth re-
gional title with the ‘91 team.

anthony caMPanilerylee Plitz
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Arcadia Publishing is the company behind the familiar sepia-toned books that cover almost every conceiv-
able aspect of local history.  With a catalog of more than 5,000 titles it is no surprise that Monmouth faculty, 
alumni and staff have written some of the titles from the popular Images of America series. While Monmouth 
University is the primary subject of one title, other parts of the University make appearances in several other 
titles. In addition to extensive coverage in Helen-Chantal Pike’s West Long Branch Revisited, parts of the Uni-
versity campus are featured in Township of Ocean, by Marjorie Edelson and Kay Zimmerer, and Eatontown and 
Fort Monmouth by Helen Pike and Glenn D. Vogel. 

It may be a surprise to see the former Guggenheim Cottage and original Shadow Lawn Estate in Eatontown 
and Fort Monmouth, but West Long Branch did not formally separate from Eatontown Township until 1908, five 
years after the original wooden “summer White House” was built by John McCall in 1903. 

The Township of Ocean book shows the now demolished twenty-five room house known as The Willows, and 
later Brookside. The building, which decayed past the point of restoration, is now the site of the Doherty 
House, and the official residence Monmouth presidents since 1981. 

40 MonMouth university Magazine     SPRING

CEDAr FALLS, IoWA
Brian Collins, ‘92 ‘94M

Cedar Falls, Iowa, is known as the “Garden City” because of its tree-lined streets and well-kept 
homes. Brian Collins ’92, ’94 offers a pictorial history with never-before seen images of this 
Midwestern town that transformed into a modern industrial city. 

The history spans from the city’s founding in 1845 by William Sturgis to 1925. Collins places 
much emphasis on the many buildings in Cedar Falls that were torn down or greatly altered to 
contribute to the city’s “metamorphosis.”

LAKEWooD
Scott M. Kozelnik ’99M 

Scott M. Kozelnik ’99 M moved to Lakewood with his family in 1977 and lived there for 
many years. He graduated from Lakewood High School in 1991, ultimately earning a mas-
ter’s in American history from Monmouth University. 

Kozelnik has published a narrative about his childhood town entitled Lakewood. From the 
early days of lumber mills and blast iron furnaces to the winter resort town it became, Kozel-
nik offers an extensive pictorial history of the New Jersey town nestled between the Atlantic 
Ocean and Metedeconk River. 

4

4

c1-c4_01-48monu.indd   40 5/23/08   7:03:53 PM



These titles and other works by faculty authors are available online from http://mubookstore.monmouth.edu

SoUTH PLAInFIELD
Richard Veit, Ph.D.

Monmouth University professor of history and anthropology, Richard Veit, Ph.D., has 
written and compiled South Plainfield. 

Born, raised and still living in this central New Jersey town, Veit offers the reader vintage 
photographs, some of which have never been published, to enhance the rich historical text. 

From its early history as “New Brooklyn” where agriculture was its mainstay to its current 
status as a thriving suburban community, South Plainfield is well depicted by Veit who has 
researched, excavated and written about many historical sites in New Jersey.

4
WEST LonG BrAnCH rEVISITED 
Helen-Chantal Pike 

West Long Branch Revisited is the follow-up book written by Helen-Chantal Pike to complement 
her first Arcadia book about West Long Branch. 

Home to most of Monmouth’s campus, West Long Branch broke away from Eatontown Town-
ship in 1908 as its inhabitants realized they had more in common with the adjacent seaside 
resort town of Long Branch. 

Pike, who is a university lecturer and academic writing instructor, is the daughter of the late 
Monmouth professor and author Robert E. Pike (see page 6).  Pike’s book offers an extensive 
pictorial history of “the town-and-gown community” including photos of the early days at Mon-
mouth College.

4
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MonMoUTH UnIVErSITy
Jim Reme and Tova Navarra

Monmouth University, written and compiled by Jim Reme and Tova Navarra, looks at the 
evolution of a junior college founded in 1933 to its leap to university status in 1995 and 
its continued growth into the 21st century.

Reme, the official University photographer and Navarra, a feature writer, collaborated 
to create a well-woven piece of history of an institution celebrating its 75th anniversary 
this year.

Although now out-of-print, copies are available from the Monmouth University 
Bookstore.

4

WooDMonT on THE SoUnD 
Katherine Krauss Murphy ’73 

A resident of Woodmont, Conn., for more than half her life, Katherine Krauss Murphy ’73 
has written a book about the town on the Long Island Sound entitled Woodmont on the Sound. 

By using postcards from her personal collection and from friends and neigh-
bors, Murphy offers the reader an insight into this small resort town that is often 

overlooked. “Mostly I hope the book will make people smile,” Murphy said.

4
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ClaSS Of 1965
ARNOLD BEMBEN (Ed./Hist.) (M.S.Ed. 
‘73) came in third place among the 
professors who took part in Barron’s 
Challenge investing contest from the 
end of October 2007 through March 
2008. The education professor at 
Brookdale Community College in Lin-
croft bought gold stocks and shorted 
shares such as SOLF and Lehman. He 
lives in Eatontown.

MARILYN (EGOLF) ROCKY (Art) has been 
selected as an honoree for the 2008 Top 
25 Distinctive Individuals in Monmouth 
County in recognition of her commit-
ment to the continual growth of the 
county through leadership and chari-
table efforts. She retired as a founder 
and Executive Director of Childhope 
Foundation, an international develop-
ment agency working in Asia, Africa, 
Latin America and Eastern and Central 
Europe. She is a member of the MU 
Communication Council, the Student 
Life Committee and the MU Scholarship 
Ball Committee, and is also winner of 
the 1997 Distinguished Alumni Award 
and president of the Alumni Association 
from 1981-1983.

KENNETH ROCKY (Bus. Adm.), husband 
of Marilyn, will be honored at this year’s 
Monmouth Park Charity Ball, taking place 
in July at the Deal Golf and Country Club, 
for his long term, hands-on support of 
the Ball, and for his involvement with a 
number of community organizations, es-
pecially Monmouth University. 

ClaSS Of 1967
BARBARA (SOKOL) CONTRERAS LAN-
DRUM (Engl.) has remarried and is now 
Barbara Contreras Landrum. She lives 
in Blacksburg, VA.

ClaSS Of 1972
JOSEPH CIERI (M.S.E.) and his wife, 
Phyllis, celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary December 29, 2007. They 
live in West Long Branch.

ClaSS Of 1973
KATHLEEN (HAUGH) HALLGARTEN 
(Elem. Ed.) has completed a master’s in 
education at Victoria University (Foot-
scray Park Campus), Australia. Her 
thesis project was entitled “Deadly 
Playgrounds: Casual Relief Teachers 
and the Reporting of Bullying Incidents 
in Victorian Primary Schools.”

ClaSS Of 1974
M. KAREN THOMP-
SON (Engl.) was 
selected for inclu-
sion in the Labor 
and Employment 
Law section of the 
The Best Lawyers 

in America 2008. She practices employ-
ment litigation and products liability 
defense law at Norris McLaughlin & 
Marcus, P.A., in Somerville. She lives in 
Warren.

ClaSS Of 1975
DONALD COWAN 
(Bus. Adm.) was 
recently certified 
by the American 
Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants 
as a Personal 

Financial Specialist. He is the sharehold-
er/managing director of Cowan, Gunteski 
& Co., P.A., and resides in Toms River.

ClaSS Of 1977
CARY MCCORMACK (M.S.E.) has been 
appointed the new director of business 
development for NJSchoolJobs.com. He 
is responsible for building partnerships 
with schools and organizations while 
cultivating leads with potential advertis-
ers to enhance the interactive website. 
He lives in Spring Lake Heights.

ClaSS Of 1978
J. STEVEN SAMMARTINO (M.B.A.) was 
promoted to senior vice president and 
senior commercial lender of Colonial 
Bank FSB in Bridgeton. He lives in 
Vineland.

ClaSS Of 1980
GERALD REEVES (M.B.A.) was pro-
moted to president, CEO, and director 
of Sturdy Savings Bank in Cape May 
County. He lives in Cape May with his 
wife, Shirley, and six children.

ANDY RIDDELL (M.B.A.) was named 
president and CEO of CMH (Clinton Me-
morial Hospital) Regional Health Care 
System in Ohio last November. Riddell, 
who has been with CMH since 2003, will 
remain at this new post through Decem-
ber 2009. He lives with his wife, Carole, 
in Wilmington, OH. He has four grown 
children, 11 grandchildren and one great 
grandchild.
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ClaSS Of 1982
JOANN GILMAN (Bus. Acct.) will begin 
her new job as business administrator 
for Morris Hills School District on July 
23, 2008. She had previously been the 
Jersey City Schools’ business adminis-
trator.

ClaSS Of 1985
SHARON MCCUDDEN (Psych.) was re-
cently appointed as director of business 
Process Improvement and Compliance 
at the Keystone Peer Review Organi-
zation in Harrisburg, PA. She lives in 
Bloomsbury.

VICKI MORSE (Bus. Mrkt.) has been 
appointed assistant vice president and 
employee benefits officer at Glens Falls 
National Bank and Trust Company in 
Glens Falls, NY. She lives in Fort Ann, 
NY, with her husband, Joe.

ClaSS Of 1986

ROBERT BRUNNER (Bus. Mrkt.) and 
Anne Brunner are the owners of First 
Mountain Real Estate in Fairfield. Rob-
ert is also a guest lecturer at Seton Hall 
University’s Stillman School of Business 
and teaches Fair Housing and Ethics for 
the North Central Jersey Association of 
Realtors. Robert and Anne live in North 
Caldwell. They have four children.

ClaSS Of 1988
W. THOMAS FULTON (Bus. Acct.) joined 
Cowan, Gunteski & Co., P.A., one of the 
leading accounting and profitability con-

sulting firms in New Jersey. He serves 
as a manager in the firm’s Litigation 
Services and Business Valuation Group. 
He resides in Allenwood.

ClaSS Of 1989
DAVID DIAMOND (Elec. Eng.) was 
named CEO of RockBlocks Group Inc. in 
Wayland, MA. RockBlocks is a provider 
of global trade management technology 
for the retail, consumer goods, apparel 
and footwear industries. He lives in 
Westborough, MA.

CATHERINE (ZIEGLER) JUNG (Sp./
Comm./Theat.) has completed her 
master’s of library and information 
science at Wayne State University in 
Detroit, MI. She lives in Grand Rapids, 
MI, with her husband, David, and their 
three children.

ClaSS Of 1992
JIM GOODMAN (Bus. Mgmt.) (M.B.A. 
‘97) was named broker-in-charge of 
the Intracoastal Realty Corporation Oak 
Island office in North Carolina. He and 
his wife, Pat, relocated to St. James 
Plantation in North Carolina in 2001.

ClaSS Of 1993
FRANK RIZZUTO (Hist.) was promoted 
to lieutenant for the Long Branch Po-
lice Department. He has been with 
the department since 1996. He and his 
wife, Julie, and their children, Isabella, 
Frankie, and Vivien, live in Colts Neck.

JENNIFER (STAUFFER) SHERROD 
(Bus. Adm.) was promoted to director 
of customer marketing for Prudential 
Financial in Newark. She lives in Eaton-
town with her husband, John, and son, 
John Robert.

ClaSS Of 1995
RAYMOND FARINA (Bus. Adm.) retired 
as vice president of Stulz-Sickles Steel 
Co. He and his wife, Tricia, have moved 
from Middletown, NJ, to Taos, NM, 
where they bought a stainless steel 

flatware company known as Taos Twist 
(taostwist.com).

BARBARA (PAWLIKOWSKI) GROWNEY 
(Bus. Adm.) (M.S.E. ‘04) and her husband, 
Sean, welcomed son, Connor Daniel, De-
cember 5, 2007. He joins his two-year old 
brother, Brooks, and two-year old sister, 
Amanda. Also, Brooks Patrick Growney 
was born into Barbara and Sean’s hearts 
on December 18, 2005. Two years, three 
months and 28 days later he is finally 
home forever as Brooks’ adoption was 
finalized April 16, 2008. Barbara is the 
director of admission processing at 
Monmouth University. The family lives in 
Tinton Falls.

KEVIN HYNES (M.A.T. Ed.) was re-
cently inducted into the Point Pleasant 
High School Hall of Fame. He teaches 
eighth-grade physical science at Me-
morial Middle School in Point Pleasant 
and coaches boys basketball at the high 
school. Hynes is also involved with the 
Challenger Program, working with boys 
and girls who have different mental and 
physical disabilities.

ClaSS Of 1996

VICTORIA ALI (Crim. J.) and other alum-
nae of the Beta Omega chapter of the 
Alpha Sigma Tau Sorority gathered in 
April at The Mill in Spring Lake Heights 
for a reunion. Named the 2008 Sister 
Brunch, former Beta Omega Chapter 
President Ali organized the event that 
brought together sorority sisters from 
all over the country.
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ClaSS Of 1997
FRANCISCO FILLICETTI (Hist.) and his 
wife, Heidi, welcomed twins, Francesca 
Anne and Luciana Marie December 1, 
2007, at only 23 weeks. On December 
12 Francesca died due to complications 
from the very premature birth. Francis-
co and Heidi participated in the March of 
Dimes’ March for Babies April 19 in sup-
port of their children and others affected 
by birth defects and premature births.

JENNIFER JONES (Bio.) is the presi-
dent of DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen of 
Falbrook, CA. She specializes in design, 
construction and renovation of resi-
dential kitchens and baths. She lives in 
Falbrook.

JENNIFER (ORT) LILLEY (Comm.) was 
featured in the March 2008 issue of 
Women’s Health Magazine because she 
lost about 80 pounds from August 2006 
to February 2007. The article can be 
found at www.womenshealthmag.com.

THEODORE RANKL (Psych.) is expected 
to marry Lisa Basile in August. He is a 
manager at The Pour House Restau-
rant in Tinton Falls, while his fiancé is 
a fourth-grade teacher for the Beers 
Street School in Hazlet.

JENNIFER (GOLDRING) RAPP (Comm.) 
and her husband, Bryan, welcomed son, 
Jacob, May 30, 2007. The family lives in 
Springfield.

ClaSS Of 1998
CHRIS APRIL (Bus. Adm.) and his wife, 
Beth, welcomed daughter, Emily Eliza-
beth, February 18, 2008. Chris is a senior 
accountant at Hess Corp., while his wife 
is a streamwatch coordinator at Stony 
Brook-Millstone Watershed Associa-
tion. The family lives in Robbinsville.

NICOLE (BRUCKMANN) BARRECA 
(Comm.) (M.A.T. ‘01) and her husband, 
Philip, welcomed son, Henry Dominick, 
February 24, 2008. The family lives in 
Shrewsbury.

CHRISTOPHER DAY (Bio.) and his wife, 
Marisa, welcomed daughter, Alison 
Grace, March 20. The family lives in 
Hillsborough.

ClaSS Of 1999
CHRISTINA (DEPIERO) FRANCICA 
(B.S.W.) and her husband, Anthony 
(Comm. ‘99), welcomed their second 
child, Lia Grace, November 23, 2007. 
She joins sister, Anna, 3. The family 
lives in Park Ridge.

MOLLY MCCLUSKEY (Engl.) (M.A. 
Comm. ‘02) now lives in Red Bank and 
works full-time at IEEE. She also had 
her first full-length play, which was a 
comedy, published in London last year 
as well as several short plays. 

TIMOTHY SALMON (Bus. Adm.) married 
Leah Miller September 22, 2007. He is 
a park ranger for Lake Perris Parks 
and Recreation in Perris, CA. She is an 
independent sales representative in the 

sports industry in San Diego. They live 
in Carlsbad, CA.

VIVIAN TAORMINA (Comm.) continues to 
successfully own and operate TaoMas-
sage, a therapeutic massage practice 
in Ocean Township. She recently added 
Doug Elman (Mrkt. ‘87) to her staff 
of massage therapists. TaoMassage, 
which can be accessed at www.taomas-
sage.com, is also offering Shake Your 
Soul movement classes in Monmouth 
County and for local retreats.

JAMIE WEISS (Comm.) married Michael 
Sein November 7, 2007. The couple lives 
in Philadelphia.

ClaSS Of 2000
JULIE BROYLES (Sp. Ed.) and John 
Hertzog were married September 15, 
2007. She is a special education teacher 
for the Metuchen Board of Education, 
while her husband is a chef at Sunrise 
Senior Living Brighton Gardens in Mid-
dletown. They live in Middletown.
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KARA LOTT (Comm.) married Brock 
Butler June 9, 2007. She is a support 
specialist for Marathon Data Systems 
in Tinton Falls and is pursuing her 
master’s in public and corporate com-
munication at Monmouth. Her husband 
is a product development group man-
ager for Spirent Communications in 
Eatontown and is pursuing an MBA at 
Rutgers. They live in Ocean Township.

JAMIE TERRANOVA (Comm.) is ex-
pected to marry Matt Girty in June. She 
is a marketing coordinator with Arquest 
Inc. in Cranbury, while her fiancé is a 
financial analyst with Contemporary 
Healthcare Capital LLC in Shrewsbury.

ClaSS Of 2001
VICTORIA (CANNON) ANGIOLINO (Ed.) 
and her husband, Tom (Bus. Fin. ‘01), 
welcomed daughter, Taylor, January 7, 
2008. The family lives in Monroe.

ALLISON BARROW (Sp. Ed.) (M.S. Ed. 
‘06) married Barry HoAire June 29, 
2007. She is a second grade teacher 
for the Howell Board of Education. Her 
husband is a fixed-income trader for 
Western Asset Management in New 
York. They live in North Brunswick.

STEFANIE (RICCO) LAMARCA (B.S.W., 
M.S.W. ‘02) and her husband, Lance, 
welcomed daughter, Gianna Isabelle, 
January 3, 2008. The family lives in An-
nandale.

MICHAEL MILLER (M.A. Crim. J.) mar-
ried Jennifer Conine September 15, 
2007. He is a police officer with the 
Toms River Police Department and a 

command sergeant major in the Army 
Reserve. His wife is a director of office 
services and business process improve-
ment for the Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Museum in New York. They live in Red 
Bank.

ELIZABETH WATTS (B.F.A.) (M.A.T. ‘06) 
and Brian Hoffman (Bus. Fin. ‘04) are 
planning to marry in July 2009. She is 
an elementary school teacher for the 
Keansburg School District, while Brian 
is an analyst in the corporate logistics 
department for the Atlantic Container 
Line in Woodbridge.

ClaSS Of 2002

SUSAN CARNEVALE (Corp. Comm. & 
Pub. Comm.) married Raymond For-
nicola September 15, 2007. She works 
for The Capital Group Companies as the 
manager of the Office Services Depart-
ment. Her husband is a senior chief in 
the Navy. Susan volunteers as the Om-
budsman for his Command. The couple 
lives in Norfolk, VA.

TOM GIRONE (Bus. Acct.) is expected 
to marry Kristen Bowers in August. He 
is a CPA with Withum Smith & Brown. 
His fiancé is a teacher for the Cranford 
Board of Education.

GEOFFREY MORITZ (Comm.) (Corp. 
& Pub. Comm. ‘06) married Sharon 
Jacobs April 28, 2007. They reside in 
Lakewood.

KRISTYN OBSUTH (Bus. Acct.) is 
planning to marry Eric Kuehnen in 
December. She is a certified public ac-
countant and a risk analyst for FINRA in 
New York, while her fiancé is a compli-
ance officer for Merrill Lynch. They live 
in Jersey City.

TARA ORLANDO (Comm.) and Jason 
Kolbe (Crim. J. ‘02) were married Octo-
ber 20, 2007. There were 12 Monmouth 
alumni in attendance, including the maid 
of honor, Jaclyn Orlando (Comm. ‘05), 
best men, Chris Handrahan (Bus. Adm. 
‘02) and Brian Catapano (Bus. Adm. ‘02) 
and bridesmaid, Catherine Cerreta (Sp. 
Ed. ‘02). Tara is an elementary health 
and physical education teacher and is 
pursuing her master’s in exercise sci-
ence. He works as a technical specialist 
for Travelers Insurance. They live in 
Bedminster.

KATIE TURPIN (Comm.) married Will 
Lawlor June 8, 2007. She is a group 
account supervisor in the medical 
communications department at Fal-
lon Medica LLC in Tinton Falls. He is 
a Spanish teacher at Colts Neck High 
School. They live in Manasquan.
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ClaSS Of 2003
ERICA BLUMETTI (Art) (M.A.T. ‘05) is 
planning to marry Doug Hawxhurst in 
2009. She is a teacher at Applegarth 
Middle School in Monroe Township, 
while he is a regional director of per-
sonal training for Work Out World.

DEANA DEGREGORIO (Sp. Ed.) married 
Peter Campisi October 12, 2007. She 
is a special education teacher for the 
Wall Board of Education, while he is an 
account manager with Lifeboat Distri-
bution in Shrewsbury. They live in Wall.

LUIGI LAUGELLI (For. Lang./Ed.) has 
become the principal of Lincroft El-
ementary School, making him only the 
fourth in the school’s 50-year history.

JENNIFER MARSHALL (Crim. J.) 
graduated from Thomas M. Cooley Law 
School in May 2007. She passed the NJ 
Bar Exam and has accepted an associ-
ate attorney position at the law firm 
of Jack Venturi & Associates in New 
Brunswick.

ERYN MUNCEY 
(Comm.) is en-
gaged to John 
Braue with a 
December 2008 
wedding planned. 
Eryn is an account 
executive at CNN.

Com in New York City. John is an inven-
tory control manager at Sony also in 
New York City. The couple met in Bel-
mar in June 2005.

CURTIS SCHICK (Comm.) is a reporter 
at Capital News 9 in Saratoga, NY. He 
first joined the station in May 2005 as 
the Saratoga County Bureau reporter.

CHERYL WROBLEWSKI (Sp. Ed.) and her 
fiancé, Keith Weise, are planning to marry 
in July. She is a special education teacher 
for the Howell Township Board of Educa-
tion, while Keith is a sales representative 
for Frito-Lay Inc. in Toms River.

ClaSS Of 2004

JENNIFER ACAMPORA (Comm.) mar-
ried Michael Resetar Jr. November 17, 
2007. She is an executive assistant for 
The Home Away From Home Academy 
in Aberdeen. Her husband is the owner 
of Resetar’s Plumbing and Heating in 
Hillsborough. They live in Branchburg.

KIMBERLEY DRAPER (Sp. Ed.) married 
Marc McLaud July 7, 2007. She is a spe-
cial education teacher in Ramsey, while 
he is a project manager for Central Pack 
Engineering in Hibernia, NY. The couple 
resides in West Milford.

SAMANTHA (FRYER) FARIAS (Sp. Ed) 
was married to Nicholas Farias April 
28, 2007. Attending their wedding were 
bridesmaids, Jennifer Banjany (Comm. 

‘03) and Megan McLane (Bio. ‘04), and 
guest, Frank LoConte (Bus. Fin. ‘03).

RACHEL TAFRO (Sp. Ed.) married Dan-
iel Hoff November 3, 2007. She is a 
special education teacher at Rumson-
Fair Haven Regional High School, while 
he is an owner/chef at Dano’s Authentic 
Italian Cuisine in Tinton Falls. They live 
in Tinton Falls.

ClaSS Of 2005
RENEE BONEKER (Music/Ed.) and 
her fiancé, Jim Green (Music ‘04), are 
planning to marry in July 2009. She is 
a fifth-grade teacher at the Joseph R. 
Bolger Middle School in Keansburg, 
while he is a private music instructor 
for LionWhale Music in Neptune.

LUIS BROWN (Hist.) is planning to 
marry Andrea Signorelli in October. He 
is a Spanish teacher for Mystic Valley 
Regional Charter School in Malden, MA, 
where he lives. His fiancé is an architec-
tural designer for Cubellis in Boston.

DENA EBERT (M.B.A.) is Loyola College’s 
director of annual giving. She is also 
a volunteer field hockey coach at The 
Johns Hopkins University and pursuing 
a second master’s in liberal studies at 
Loyola. She resides in Baltimore.

DEVON GOTTSHALK (Comm.) and Greg 
Acquaviva (Hist./Poli. Sci. ‘03) were 
married September 14, 2007. Nine of the 
10 members of the bridal party, includ-
ing all three of the groom’s brothers, 
are Monmouth alumni. Devon is a loan 
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in memoriam  
ALUMNI         
1959	 VINCENT MCCUE (Elem. Ed.)
 JANUARY 21, 2008
 HECTOR DOWD (Bus. Adm.) 
 FEBRUARY 23, 2008
	 JOHN MURPHY (Engl.)
 FEBRUARY 27, 2008
1964	 CHARLES BORROMEO JR. (Poli. Sci.)
 JANUARY 19, 2008
	 JUDITH ICKLAN (Ed.)
 APRIL 5, 2008
1965	 ROBERT LOFTUS (Elec. Eng./Ed.)
 JANUARY 27, 2008
1971	 PATRICIA (GRAY) HAUKE (Elem. Ed.)
 APRIL 10, 2008
1972	 R. JUDITH LAMETTA (Socio.)
 JANUARY 24, 2008
1973	 OLIVER PETERSON (Bus. Adm.) 
 JANUARY 15, 2008
1975	 JANIS PETERSEN (Ed./Bio.) 
 APRIL 6, 2008
1990	 ANNAMARY (SMITH) LARKIN (Comp. Sci.) 
 APRIL 17, 2008
1993	 ANDREW HOYT (Hist.) 
 APRIL 2, 2008

FRIENDS        
ELIZABETH COE
FEBRUARY 4, 2008  (member of the MU Library 
Association)

PAMELA REO
FEBRUARY 4, 2008  (student in School of Nursing)

HEIDI LYN SCULTHORPE
APRIL 25, 2008 (daughter of Trustee Robert Scult-
horpe ‘63 and former student in M.A. Teaching 
program)

EDGAR SHERMAN
APRIL 15, 2008 (professor in the School of Business 
Administration, 1980-1991)

officer at American Federal Mortgage 
in Flanders, while her husband is an 
associate at the law firm of Latham & 
Watkins, LLP in New York. They live in 
Bloomfield.

KIMBERLY NOLAN (Psych./Ed.) and 
Michael Woodman plan to marry in Oc-
tober. She works at the Lacey Township 
School District, while he is a computer 
scientist for the Army CECOM, Fort 
Monmouth.

ClaSS Of 2006
ELISE BIALT 
(Comm.) and 
Peter Raspitzi 
(Comm. ‘05) 
are engaged to 
be married in 
May 2009. She 
is pursuing an 
elementary edu-
cation teacher 
certification at 

Rider University, while he is a financial  
planner for Ernst & Young.

LAURA BUFFUM (Comm.) married 
Joseph Pollio September 15, 2007. 
Other alumni in attendance were par-
ents  James Buffum (Bus. Adm. ‘72), 
and Kathleen Buffum (Psych. ‘72), and 
friends Laura Curtin (Hist./Ed. ‘06), 
Jessica Miller (Psych. ‘06), Lindsey 
Miller (Comm. ‘06), Nicole Abbatemarco 
(Comm. ‘06), Pat MacKaronis (Comm. 
‘06), and Amanda Pease (Bus. Acct. ‘04). 
She is a public relations specialist at 

Meridian Health, while Joe is an electri-
cian for Cramar Electric in Manalapan. 
The couple lives in Toms River.

REBECCA LYTHGOE (M.A. CPC Corp. 
& Pub. Comm.) is planning to marry 
Keith Patton in July. She is a marketing 
specialist for Dominion Credit Union in 
Richmond, VA, while her fiancé is an ac-
count representative for Enterprise in 
Richmond.

ClaSS Of 2007

STEVE BAZAZ (Comm.) is coaching 
Shore Regional High School’s junior 
varsity basketball team in West Long 
Branch. While at Monmouth, Bazaz 
played for the Hawks and also did play-
by-play for Monmouth’s WMCX radio 
station, which earned him an honorable 
mention from the National Broadcast-
ing Society in his junior year. He lives in 
West Long Branch.

Class	Notes	PoliCy	
Monmouth University encourages and welcomes communications from alumni regarding career changes, 
promotions, relocations, volunteer work, marriages, births, and other information that is of interest to fellow 
classmates, alumni, and the University community. Photos submitted to Monmouth University Magazine cannot 
be returned. 

HoW	to	sUBMit	a	Class	Note

1. E-mail: classnotes@monmouth.edu 
2. Fax: 1-732-263-5315 
3. Mail: Class Notes

Office of Publications 
University Advancement 
400 Cedar Avenue 
West Long Branch, NJ 07764-1898

HoW	to	CoNtaCt	tHe	alUMNi	oFFiCe

PHONE
800/531-ALUM 
732/571-3489

FAX
732/263-5315

E-MAIL
alumni@monmouth.edu

INTERNET
http://www.monmouth.edu/alumni
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A lot of work goes into building 
a University where students 
can compete in a wide variety of 
activities. From the 1962 Monmouth 
College Sailing Club to the 2008 
victory in the Leroy Grant Regatta in 
Virginia, your financial support helps 
Monmouth students experience a 
well-rounded education. 

By supporting the Annual Fund you help the 
students of today and tomorrow. Your money works 
hard going where the need is greatest.

The success of the annual fund ensures that 
Monmouth students will have the resources to learn 
and grow in the classroom and beyond the safe 
shores of home. Your tax-deductible contribution at 
any level is appreciated.

Some things

never
change

ABOVE: MEMBErs Of thE sAiling tEAM prActicE ABOArd thE hAwk-AyE dOnAtEd By Mitch 
shiVErs ‘70. thE prActicE pAid Off fOr thE tEAM whO wOn thE 2008 lErOy grAnt rEgAttA 
in nEwpOrt nEws, VirginiA. thE hAwks cApturEd A tEAM scOrE Of 62, BEAting Out tEAMs 
frOM thE unitEd stAtEs MilitAry AcAdEMy, dElAwArE, And VirginiA. right: MEMBErs Of 
thE 1962 sAiling cluB.

change
is good

Sometimes

Online giving wasn’t an option in 1962. 
Our secure and convenient online 
giving form makes it easy for you to 
give immediate support to Monmouth 
students, faculty and programs.

Visit https://www.monmouth.edu/support/secure/onlinegiving.asp 
to contribute immediately.

You can also make a gift by calling 866-468-1933  or  
mailing your gift to Office of the Annual Fund, 
400 Cedar Avenue, West Long Branch, NJ 07764.
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SPRING     MonMouTh univerSiTY MAgAzine �

THE BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE
The best seat in the house is the one with your 
name on it. For a 100% tax deductible gift of 
$2,500, payable over five years, you can name 
your stake in the new Center.  Put your own 
name on a seat, or honor a loved one. The name 
you select will appear on each seat for twenty 
years.

Each named seat will include a marker to iden-
tify the donor or honoree. Location of named 
seats will be determined as construction nears 
completion, and will be based, in part, on Blue & 
White Club priority points.

LOCK UP YOUR NAMING 
OPPORTUNITY NOW
Lockers are also available for naming at $1,000 
each. Your gift is 100% tax deductible and pay-
able over five years – just $200 per year!  Just 
like naming a seat, your name will appear on the 
locker for 20 years.

COMBINE AND SAVE
Save $250 if you name a locker and a seat at the 
same time at the limited time combination price 
of $3,250.  

Example: 1 seat ($2,500) + 1 locker ($1,000) = 
$3,500.  When you order together, your final cost 
is $3,250 payable over five years, or $650 per 
year. 

TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
During construction of the Center, named seats 
and named lockers carry double the naming 
power, of a seat or locker named after the Cen-
ter is complete. 

Donors who select a named seat or lockers will 
also appear on the permanent Wall of Donors at 
the Center.  

Get the Best Seat in the House
at the Multipurpose Activity Center

Excitement is building as the Center begins to take 
shape.  Spreadsheets and architectural renderings have 
given way to steel beams that form the new academic 
and athletic facility.

Located at the center of Monmouth’s historic and invit-
ing 156-acre campus, the Multipurpose Activity Center 
will provide a core campus destination for students and 
members of the surrounding community. 

To make a gift or pledge, contact Jeff Mills, 
vice president of University Advancement, 400 
Cedar Avenue, West Long Branch, NJ 07764.  
For more information call (732) 571-3411.

WATCH THE CONSTRUCTION – LIVE!
Follow the construction progress from your desk by visiting: 
www.monmouth.edu/mac
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save the dates for these

special alumni events
Ó

see inside front cover for details

sePteMBer 12
SPEED NETWORKING 
CamPuS lOCaTION TO bE aNNOuNCED 
7:00Pm – 9:00Pm

octoBer 3
SPORTS Hall OF FamE DINNER 
WIlSON Hall 
6:30Pm – 10:30Pm

octoBer 25
HOmECOmING 2008 – CElEbRaTING 75 YEaRS

noveMBer 6
alumNI RECEPTION 
TRumP Taj maHal CaSINO RESORT, aTlaNTIC CITY 
5:30Pm – 6:30Pm

noveMBer 19
Fall 2008 – CaREER FaIR  
aNaCON Hall 
12:30Pm – 4:00Pm 
all alumNI WElCOmE

save tHe date!  
JUlY 19 

YOuNG alumNI SummER REuNION ’08 

WIlSON Hall - ERlaNGER GaRDENS 
6:00Pm-10:00Pm 
ClaSSES OF 2005-2008

FOR FuRTHER DETaIlS WaTCH YOuR maIl 
OR Call THE OFFICE OF alumNI aFFaIRS aT 
732-571-3489

400 Cedar Avenue 
West Long Branch, New Jersey 07764-1898
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