
et the facts. I'ou may want a new 
ound in your area. Are you sure 
ne is not already planned? HOW 

ch do you think it will cost? What has 
n the pattern for other playgrounds? 

3. Be sure that the end you seek will 
nefit more than just your own group. 

Will the change you seek, the expendi- 

emember what a woman from 
on, Ariz., had to say. "It wasn't a 

gue project a t  all," she began, "it 
something we did in our PTA in the 

&ool my kids were attending. Our 
~ighborhoodwas growing and the chil- 
&en were practically bursting out of the 

und out from the 
!hat the needed 

knocked on doors, told the 
and left our literature. When the 
election rolled around, our bond 
assed. Every time I drive by that 
now andsee that addition, I think, 
there is our monument to fame."' 

ound the country there are simi- 
onuments" to thousandsand thou- 

mewhat stupid in so doing. Men 
Ore reluctant to ask questions, be- 

hey're supposeti ; $ ,  "understand 
" fomen do alti quesriul~s. 

11 uncersral~ci!n:i3 liir is iu!i 01  

way, at leas; r..,' ai! $11utirt. 
es half a loa: ir nr.r;?r That: n:)lic 
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housen-as if one good housecleaning 
could do the job. Every woman knows 
that no house u t o ~ nclean without daily 
picking up and polishing and dusting 
and keeping at it. 

Women sometimes are not sophisti- 
cated enough to  know that  what they 
set out to achieve is "impossible." This 
was certainly true in my case when, as  
newly elected president of the Washing- 
ton state League of Women Voters, I 
happily agreed that it would be a fine 
idea if our state League (with less than 
2,000 members) took on the chore of 
writing an initiative to redistrict and r e  
apportion the state legislature, and to 
get enough signatures to  put it on the 
ballot. Well, to everybody's surprise, we 
succeeded, and without benefit of a 
publiorelations firm, an advertising cam- 
paign, or any of the accouterments the 
pros think are necessary. 

After you have done this sort of thing 
for a while you get ideas. You think, "If 
we can get new rooms for the  local school, 
perhaps we can get more junior colleges 
and branches of the university all over 
the state," or if you have helped to get a 
newcity charter, you think, "Well,maybe 
we can get fairer taxes for the state." 

Thus your ideas soar, and when you 
are washing dishes or waxing floors your 
mind reaches out beyond the house where 
you are and the street that  you live on, 
and you begin to think of an improved 
town and a better state and a more beau- 
tiful world for your children and other 
people's children and their children to 
come. And you think, "Perhaps I can 
help some of these things become a real- 
ity." And you can. 

Because iiidividuaily and collectively 
we have power. I use the word "power" 
advisedly. although nice people have 
tended to flee from the word and the r e  
ality ever since Lord Acton remarked 
that  "power tends to corrupt; absolute 
power corrupts absolutely." But we all 
have power in some degree-as the 
Ladies' Home Journal poil~ta out in its 
famous slogan, "Never underestimate 
the power of a woman." 

Lord Acton to the contrary, this exer- 
cising of power need not be bad. Recently 
I readsome wordsof Stephen Bailey, dean 
of the Maxwell Graduate School of Citi- 
zenship and Public Affairs a t  Syracuse 
University, a distinguished political sci- 
entist who has put his theories to prac- 
tice as  the mayor of a middlesized city 
in Connecticut. 

"Power may corrupt, but it also can 
ennoble," he wrote. "The sense that  you, 
and the office you hold, are widely val- 
ued often creates a heightened sense of 
responsibility, a desire to live close to the 
public expectation, a wish to become a 
kind of community example. Too few 
people appreciate the  ennobling effect of 
public office." 

I believe that  i t  is not only public offi- 
cials who can be ennobled by the exer- 
cise of power; the rest of us can be too. 
But first of all we must try it. fe use our 
influence when we recommend a tooth- 
paste or a soap powder or a cake mix to a 
~riend.Wc can be effective purve.<rs of 
iclens as well 
IT? can start 11) usin:: the ),cla-er of 
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Wild 

Wish-Bone Garlic French Dressing. 
It's spirited, Uninhibited, When you're 
in the mood for a French dressing that's 
not a bit  bland, try Wish-Bone's new 
Garlic Flavored French Dressing, Wild, 


