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She ~onsulted a \ is~ringschool psychoiogist. 
He found she ens st111 bathing Larry, now a 
big boy of eight. and eren tying his shoes. He 
advised her that she was probably too close to 
Larry; she should try to free him from the 
bonds of maternal affection. 

This was the first clue she had been given 
as to ~ t f ~ . vLarry might be so troubled, and 
she tried hatd to follow the psychologist's ad- 
vice. She added withdrawal of affection to the 
long punishments. Every punishment now 
meant that a per~od of stern disapproval 
settled over the household. 

T h e  trouble was that nothing worked-none 
of it. Not the spankings nor the punishments 
nor the lectures nor the frostyntmosphere nor 
being commanded to tie his own shoes. Larry 
would go out the door to school in the morn- 
ings. burdened with admonishments from 
his mother, and by recess would find cause to 
sock a fellow citizen. The wrath of parents. 
tzachers and school officials would fall once 
more on shy, anxious, hurt and baffled Mrs. 
Chandler's head. 

One day she received a new summons to the 
principal's office. Larry had taken a pair of  
scissors and dashed the schoolbooks belong- 
ing to his enemy of the morning. Destruction 
of property had not previously been Larry's 
bent, and the school principal spoke to  Mrs. 
Chandler \bith ncw exasperation. H e  implied 
that making a small boy behave u a s  a simple 
matter for responsible parents; hlr. and Mrs. 
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assume their parental duties, and discipline 
Larry at home, starting now. 

Mrs. Chandler has a conviction that he 
thought of her as  "one of those bridge-playing 
mothers," but so deep \\as her reluctance to 
confide her emotions to a relative stranger 
that she took all this in meek silence. She said 
nothing of her own burden of misery and 
concern, and made her lonely way home. "I 
cried all the way. I had no one to turn to. 
Everybody in the world was mad at Larry, he 
was getting worse, and I didn't know what I 
was going to do." 

It was only a few days later, when she was 
reading the back pages of the paper, that the 
words "Child Study Center" caught her eye. 
That a place with such a name existed in her 
own nearby city was of intense interest. "It 
was the word 'study' that hit me. That was 
what I wanted for Larry, to have him srlidien." 

The Child Study Center of Philadelphia is a 
busy place. It is an arm of the Institute o f  
Pennsylvania Hospital, a research center that 
studies both normal and disturbed children, 
and its large specialized staff offers close 
therapy to some 200 families a year. When 
Mrs. Chandler telephoned that June day, she 
was told that its lists were already filled. the 
center closed during August, and perhaps she 
had better wait until next fall. With a quaver 
in her voice, Mrs. Chandler asked if she 
could talk to someone earlier, "just s o  I can 
hold on over the summer." 

She was talking to Mr. Goetz Mayer, 
senior psychiatric social worker. "What is 
your problem?"e asksd gently. 

Mrs. Chandler's heart sank. How many 
times had she been told by Larry's pediatri- 
cian, "It's nothing serious!" 

She needn't have worried. I n  the words of 
Dr. Harry G.  Gianakon, director of the center, 
"In general, we accept any family's statement 
that they have a problem. Problems cause 
pain, and anyone who calls a social agency 
for help has usually been in severe pain for a 
long time. They know better than we that the 
pain-and the problem behind it-is real." 

Mr. Mayer called back that afternoon to 
tell Mrs. Chandler that he had cleared a n  
appointment for her. 
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Keep your bacon-snitchin' husband l~li 
happy with brown-sugar cured 
Swift's Premium Bacon! 
...and there's ~ e ~ ? , ! { @ ? o z u e ~(real energy and complete, 
high quality meat protein) in every lean, crisp slice! For extra value, 
extra goodness, shop a t  the food stores that  proudly feature Swift's 
Premium Bacon. (And one day soon, try the hearty, he-man Thick-Sliced 
...in the 2-lb. package.) ' 111 


