? azed to the same sororities and fraterni-
pefore them and I couldn’t domuch with-
their co-aperation.” )
) ¢he sororities and fraternities and other
clubs, more than in any other phase of
1ol life, distinction between races, reli-
and social position shows itself. Ac-
B ng to the students, for instance, most of
ewish students prefer to join the soror-
Fend fraternity groups; other students,
Negro and white, are more likely to
the Hi-Y groups sponsored by the
C.A. There are, however, several soror-
and fraternities that pledge only Negro
ents. (Myrdice Thornton helongs to a
» of seventeen girls who call themselves
fivyettes, hold meetings every four weeks,
several parties and one big dance a year
gake in new members through the sys-
of pledging and blackbalhing and precede
ge acceptance by a traditional ini-
Bon.) Last year a Negro boy was invited
ged as a member of an all-white fra-
sty: this year the students thought that
most interesting kind of mixing " took
be when a girls’ Hi-Y club asked an all-
h fraternity to join them in sponsoring
pday-night dance at a nearby hotel.
e Senior Prom, glamour dance of the
s usually held at one of the big down-
Chicago hotels. The contract, signed by
hotel management and the student
ning committee before the dance, con-
the specific provision that ** Negro stu-
s will be made welcome.” Last year's
n was held at the swank Palmer House in
heart of Chicago’s Loop. Though there
no mixed double dating or exchanging of
s, several Negro couples attended with
whige classmates and Jater the manager
1er House wrote
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But probably Hvde Park High School's
most important contribution to its students
and to education as a whole is the fact that
prejudice, intolerance and inequality between
races and religions are talked about candidly
and objectively in the classroom with mixed
groups joining the discussions with ease and
enthusiasm. Careers, civics, history and Eng-
lish classes bring opportunities to discuss
such problems, particularly those that closely
touch the economic, political and social life
of Chicago.

For instance, Jast November a near race
riot occurred on the South Side when a mob
of several thousand stormed around the
house of a Jewish union leader who had in-
vited eight Negroes and ten whites to his
home for a meeting. Rumor spread that Ne-
groes were movirng into the neighborhood;
later the venom of the crowd switched to
Jews, Mobs gathered around the house for
four consecutive nights, broke windows,
chanted slogans against Jews, Negroes and
“strangers,” and reached a number esti-
mated at 2000 by the Chicago Tribune and
5000 by the Negro newspaper, The Defender,
before 200 policemen and 54 arrests finally
broke up the mob. ’

In class, the students probed the basic rea-
sons for the near-riot and offered a variety of
opinions: “* It's the old belief that a Jew is al-
ways eager to make a fast dollar”; *Every-
one's afraid Negroes will bring down prop-
ertyvalues”; and " [t's just fear that spreads—
fear through ignorance.” On other issues,
white students are quick to make such com-
ments as, ' The biggest difference between
white and Negro is economic—we don’t give
them a chance at the good jobs”’; or, *In the

Black Belt, the colored

_1Olson to com- N Crime rate is high because

BT the hotel “*had
Br accommodated a
courteous or Co-op-
group of students.”
to many studerits,
have learned it in
hames since childhood. the stifiing or
tion of prejudice is not always so easy.
Flall it was discovered that fifteen stu-
B from the Hyde Park High Schoo! area
ified their addresses. either giving
es of relatives or picking random
8 in another school area, so that they
pbe assigried to high schools with fewer
students than Hyde Park. One boy
tically began using a false address siy
before the fall term started so that he
‘Mnmgly be transferred to another
nally —though very occasion-
students emphasize—the teachers
meaves ind complete acceptance of Negro
I8 difficult. One teacher, talking about
W‘nr kept using the word " nigger ™
of " Negro,” and another instructor
dout to a colored student in class,
€'t you act like a white boy ' But.
Wor, herself in a minority group. ex-
1 can understand and sympathize

e of these older people, They've just
pd they hare 10 be democratic—they
pver educated into it the way we are.”

R. most teachers. and the faculty

treat ali students with equal com-
o tanding and fairness. In fact.
Itances, special attention is mven
K tically and financially handi-
DR those 1n tite Negro group
SMINE exampiv ol suel student

Have patience. and the

mulberry jeaf will become S e EN
satin. —seanige pROVERE,  dentsaid, Weall talk like

the Negroes have such bad
places to live.” One stu-

walking  textbooks—but
I'm not sure how demo-
cratic we really are.”

But Myrdice Thomnton, after four years at
the school and as a minority observer, says,
" Most of the kids are very nice. A few seem
snobbish with me. but they are the wealthy
ones who are that way with everyone.” Most
of her own {riends. members of the Ivvettes,
are attractive and fairly wealthy girls, daugh-
ters of doctors, real-estate and small-busi-
nese men. Though she is well-liked, Myrdice’s
great sertousness about study and her cool-
ness to much teen-age fun ' because it just
doesn’t seem to get anywhere” often make
her seem to stand a little apart from her
crowd. Also, an incident which happened
during her first vear at Hyde Park High
School has had a definjte effect on her pres-
ent social attitudes.

Myrdice is adamant in her belief that " all
people should be 1reated alike; we are all
here and we should just live together,” and
has little patience with intolerance or preju-
dice even though she 1s well aware of their
existence. As a freshman at Hvde Park she
became friendly with a very light-skinned
colored grl (Myrdice’s great-grandmother
was a white woman of German extraction)
who spent most of her time with a group of
white friends she had known since grade
school. Other colored girls started the rumor
that this girl was " trying to pass,” made un-
kind remarks when they met her in the halls
and 1solated her from the social life of the col-
1. Finallv, according to the girl
nac o eive up the white girls
Vel I nd vetn witi

Wi

RITZ CRACKERS

lad!
astes this NEW, new s& o
s tormato — 1Ns€
s — Setve

o tomato salad

n het ;
. it
in a luscio
. ith greeo
. arnish Wit likes
crisp bacon: ckers a man
r cheese anéx.\cx“s' They 1€ :e C[;xers arc 50 SUrE 10
R ] . less! No 0 menu!
crunchys . i ¢ on the
wbxd: s0 don't tease DM wit dish you pu” food-lovers!
est — 0 4
X "extrd sOTRET g "
bring that RS — @ T\
CRACKE!
Get RITZ

L NOTHING TASTE

hees '
: ‘re a Breat little cook whe
He'll say you r X




