THE TIME IS NOW (continued)

o th@laegen hit Russia between the Dnieper and the Danube).

4. Russia needs to recuperate.

3. And, if Russia recuperates, she will have relatively little to
fear on her Western boundaries for a long time to come.

6. Further, Russia hias to keep heavily mobitized in Siberia for
shatever role she sces fit to play in the Far East,
T'o be sure, as long as Hitler isnot defeated, Russia will not be able
lo demobilize, disarm and devote herself to the arts of peace. But
tver since the establishment of the Soviet regime, Russia has main-
lained & very lurge militury organization. So, it will not particularly
Jother Russta that she must conlinne to maintain a powerful armi-
went—and even Lo replenish it. T'o maintain slrong guards on the

phistory. Phus armed, Russia will wait to see what happens next,
W iking the military and political initiative as she may sce fit.

B Recognizing Lhis situation, Germany might accept it as the best
wailable to her. On the Russo-German border, Germany would
pst the necessary heavy gaards and could then concentrate all her
dorts on the Auglo-American threat. Her chief weapon is now the
Awbmarine. With this weapon she expeets to keep a large part of the
dmerican military power from getting within striking distance. It
‘M xill beeome impossible for us, she hopes, to transport the necessary
100 or 150 Ameriean divisions across the Atlantie. If the submarine
an thus suceeed in warding off full-scale Ameriean invasion, Ger-
d nany’s two great fears must be 1) air hombardment, 2) blockade.

As for air bowbardment, it may prove less than fatal to Ger-
my. By concentrating our efforts on “the real bombing of Ger-
'many,” we could probably mutilate the German war machine this
Fpar. But onr leaders have not chosen to adopt a policy of coneen-
B htion—nnd presumably they have reasons.

e And as for the Dlockade against Germany—there is simply no
ing when it may prove finally effective. Similarly, with regard
p the resistance ol the conquered peoples—ano one can accurately
hart the eurve of rising or fulling resistance. Both the blockade aud
e resistance of conquered peoples are mighty allies for us when
‘n toward victory. But they cannot be counted on as de-
ors in the struggle.

2To summarize: Suppose that just for another 18 months, Ger-
any is able Lo maintain the war economy of Lurope; suppose that
A Russia is unwilling to march to Berlin at the cost of millions of lives;
wppose the Nazi submarines do their worst and prevent an Anglo-
W kmerican invasion of Germany—suppose, in short, Germany lasts
mother 18 months, then what?

- The “then what™ is that, in the meanwhile, too many had things
Man happen for our side. China might be forced to yield to Japan—
wless Russia intervenes. 1§ we spend amother year sending prae-
teally all our strength against Germany and fail to crack Germany
# we arc unable or unwilling to launch a real campaign in Burma
=then Ching, having received searcely as much as an old shoe from
the outside world, conld only too understandably reach the end of
& pysical power to resist. Jupan then will be fighting only a one-

B bont war—and that front a front with plenty of water hetween her
ol her enemies. Fven with all our strength it would be a job to de-
fat Japan from over-the-water (and she with a subdued mauinland
bindd her). But, with Gernany stit undefeated, we won’t he able
b use our full strength against Japan. )
sAnd then the war becomes a long protracted war, And in long
nn, when exhaunstion sets in, when hope ol vietory is deferred,
vhen the purposes of the war become obscured, and when friends
o foes, true leaders and false, beeome hard to distinguisl in the
sght—then in ways now almost inconceivai e, dissension sets in
Finong allies. Dissensions arising not merely from petty misunder-
dings but serious divergenees of interest and policy. And then
omehow—the war cnds—or ends for a while—quite otherwise
we had pronised ourselves at the beginning.

The Challenge

\What was it that we promised ourselves at the war’s beginning?
Pd we not promise ourselves something ealled ““total victory ?”
BWhatever anybody’s views had been before Pearl (larbor, after
F farhor we all agreed that we would lick “those bastards™
ler too—lick them so thoroughly that the military power of
eir nations could never again threaten us.

nd we promised ourselves more than that. We promised our-
es that this fime we would so thoroughly finish the job that * this™
Rld never happen again—unot, at any rate, for a long, long time.

hat is what we meant by victory. Remenber? That is what we
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If he's awfully shy-

Everybody warms up to RITZ-
it's America's Favorite Cracker!

Folks warm up, parties liven up, foods pep up—when you serve taste-
thrilling Ritz crackers. And you'll find every offiter Nabisco product just
as wonderfully satisfying in its way —so it's wise to look for the red
Nabisco seal on the package of every cracker and cookie you buy.
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