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eve [ did. Yes, [ thought it would
ar to go in that way. But it was

" Poirot drew a deep breath.
e shot,” he said, “ where were you
w heard that? Still in the {lower

no; it was two or three minutes
ast before I came in by the side

you know what this is, mademot-

he palm of Lis hand he held out the
Ik rosebud. She examined it coolly.
looks like a rosebud olf my little
W2 bag. Where did you find it?"”

IT WAS in Mr. Keene's
:t.”" said Poirot dryly. *Did you yive
him, mademoisetle?"”
Jid he tell you I gave it to him?”
irot smiled.
Mhen did you give it to him, mademoi-
o

Last night.”

Did he warn you to say that, made-
selle?

What do you meun?” she asked
ity

3ut Poirot did not answer. He strode
. of the room and into the drawing-
xm. Barding, iKeene and Marshal] were
sre, He went straight up to them.
* Messieurs,” he said brusquely, *will
w follow me to the stndy?”

fle passed out into the hall and ad-

‘essed ki -nd Harry.
Yo 1 pray of you, And will
)mem&uest madame te come!

aank you, Ah! and here is the excellent
Jighy. Dighy, a little question, a very
mportant little question, Did Miss Cleves
wrrange some Michaelmas-daisies hefore
linner? "

‘The butler looked bewiidered.

“Yes, sir, she did.”

“You are sure? "’

“Quite sure, sir.”

“Trés bien. Now—come, all of you."”

Inside the study he faced them,

¥ have asked you to come here for a
reason, The case is over, the police have
come and gone, They say Mr. Lylcham
Roche has shot himsell. All is finished.”
He paused. " But I, Hercule Poirot, say
that it is nio¢ finished.”

R AS STARTLED eyes
turned to him the door opened and Mrs,
Lytcham Roche flonted into the room.

“T was saying, madame, that this case
is not finished. .It is a matter of the psy-
chology. Mr. Lytcham Roche, he had the
manie de grandeur, he was a King. Such a
man does riot kill himsell, No, no, lie may
go mad, but he does not kilf himself, Mc.
Lytcham Roche did not kill himsell.” e
naused, “He was kifled,”

“Killed?" Marshali gave a short laugh.
“Alunie in a room with the door and win-
dow locked?”

“*All the same,” said Poirol stubbornly,
“he was kifled.”

“And got up and locked the door or
shut the window afterwards, I suppose,”
said Diana cuttingly.

“1 will show ypu something,” said
Poirot, going to the window. Te turned
the handle of the French windows and
then pufied gently.
“‘See, Lhey are vpen, Now I close them,
»ithout tuming the handle. Now the

s closed but not fastened, Now!”

gave a short jarring blow and the
handle turned, shooting the bott down into
its socket.

*“You see?” said Poirot softly. Tt is
very louse, this mechanism. It could be
done {rom outside quite easily.”

He turned, his manner grim,

“When that shot was fired at twelve
minutes past eight, there were four people

OU'VE probably read the stories
in the papers—how people have
actually Reed on bananas .. . somne-
times 2 week or longer ... . these tongh
times. They found that bananas
gave them more energy and food
vahie for their money.

We're not advocating such cur-
taited living. What we are saying
is just what so many other people
have found out: You'll have a hard
time finding more food value for the
noney than you get in hunanas,

Doctors could and do tell you.
They order ripe bananaes crushed
and fed by the spoonful to bahies
for health and viger. They nse them
in hospitals, Loo, as well as i nor-
mal every-day diets for all apges.

WANT SOME
RECIPES?

Huw bt sharing s good
basnanu bews with L fuily ¢
Thia recipe ookdel <hows 44
piges of dediglt el wayas 1o
{witsg bamanas o e [nble, A
Gy Ty yorwrs, iatis, Will you
whip the coupon?
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NANAS COST LESS acd GIVE MRE then most OTHER

UNITED FRUIT COMPANY BANANAS
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WE MEN »«wz HAVE
OUR NOURISHMENT !”

‘This is a year to get your meney’s
worth, 1Sat bananas and mwilk and
you've spent lmt a few pennies
for a balanced mend. vy fried or
haked bananas (n few cents’ worth)
as a fresh vegetable,

Buy bananas regularly for Lheir
three vitamins...their minerads. ..
as nomeans of combating any ten-
deney townrd acidily . . . as cheap
health insurance for these lvying
times. Huppily they're o pinch
hitter so delicions they biend with
every type of table food.

BANANAS ure delivions Laked in the skin
—jnst us you hake polatoes. Place on ek
of moderate oven 10 to 14 winutes. Belore
serving, purtiaiy ped, ndd Lutter amd a
fitile fewuom juice, and garuish with bacos.
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