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Monmouth University Department of History and Anthropology

The Sextant
Banner Semester for Dr. Williams
We would like to extend our warmest congratulations to Dr. Hettie Williams, who was this
year’s recipient of the Eugene Simko Faculty Leadership Award. The following is lightly
adapted from the official announcement:
Faculty Council established this award to honor the late Gene Simko, former Faculty Council
Chair and Associate Professor in the Department of Management and Decision Sciences, and
to recognize individuals who best capture Gene’s substantial, diverse, and enduring impact
on Monmouth University.
Colleagues from across the University identified Dr. Williams as an exemplary scholar and public communicator, as well as the initiator of new
courses, communities, and academic opportunities at the University. She
has made varied and substantial intellectual and social contributions to
the University, the local community, and international communities of
scholars in her field, expanding the University’s reach and renown both
inside and beyond the University’s walls. Colleagues felt that Hettie has
proven to be an individual with excellent ideas; an intellectual and a
leader.
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Dr. Williams’ work is grounded in historical research, but includes sociological insights as well as poetry. She is an intellectual historian who focuses on the important and timely topics of African American Intellectual
History, Gender in U.S. History, and Race Studies. Among her most notable accomplishments include the development of a new minor in Race
and Ethnic Studies; the founding of an Interdisciplinary Academic Conference on Race; serving on the President’s Advisory Council on Diversity
and Inclusion since its inception in 2016; the formation of the Black and
African Diaspora Faculty United (BADFU); and the creation of a weekly
podcast titled, “This Week in Black History, Society, and Culture,” which
has been downloaded in over 20 different nations and over 150 different cities.
Dr. Williams also won an award this year from the Program for Gender
and Intersectionality Studies. Playfully dubbed the "'Giraffe Award' for
Sticking One's Neck Out," this recognition honors her courage and advocacy. You can see more about Dr. Williams’ work here.
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Works in Progress Series
The Department’s “Works in Progress” research and teaching pedagogy seminar series provides a
forum for both full time and part time faculty in the Department of History and Anthropology to present their research in progress and teaching pedagogy to the campus community. The mission of
this seminar is to foster awareness about the research interests among faculty within the department, improve communication about areas of teaching and scholarship, facilitate collegiality across
disciplines, and encourage collaborative research opportunities.
If you would like to present in the series, please email Dr. Geoff Fouad: gfouad@monmouth.edu.
This semester, the following “Works in Progress” talks were delivered:
Presenters: Jon Gibbons (community partner) and Dr. Geoffrey Fouad
Title: “A Patchwork for Wildlife and Impervious Surface Monitoring Program for the Borough of Lake
Como, New Jersey”
Presenters: Professors Hettie Williams, Melissa Ziobro, and Geoffrey Fouad; with Kay Harris of the
Asbury Park Historical Society and Asbury Park Museum
Title: “Campus / Community Partnership Records Asbury Park History”

Presenter: Professor Matthew L. O’Brien
Title: “Sir Walter Raleigh: The Crafting of a Protestant Martyr”
You can find the abstracts, and more about the works in progress series, here. Thanks to Dr. Fouad
for organizing this!

Race Conference Returning to MU
The Department of History and Anthropology is pleased to announce the 2021 Virtual Conference on
Race, taking place November 12. This virtual conference for the Monmouth University community is a
precursor to a full conference expected to take place in-person in Fall 2022. The 2021 conference will
be a mix of the well-known Interdisciplinary Conference on Race and the Works in Progress series, and
aims to bring together scholars from multiple disciplinary perspectives to broadly explore research,
teaching, and community-based projects on race in a virtual format. Proposals on work in progress or
completed projects are welcome. The theme of the virtual conference is research, teaching, and community-based projects on race, and we encourage interdisciplinary work.
Please see the full call for presentations here. To submit,
email muraceconference@monmouth.edu with an abstract of between 100 and 200 words, including a
title, author name(s), affiliation(s), and preferred contact information.

Please email the conference convener, Geoffrey Fouad, with any questions: gfouad@monmouth.edu.
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History and Anthropology Club News
Even in the midst of an ongoing pandemic, the History and Anthropology Club managed to offer extracurricular programming every other week that allowed faculty, students, alumni, and friends to maintain a sense of community even as we remained, for the most part, socially distant. Virtual events were
as follows:
Feb. 3: Club Meet and Greet; unveiling of the Spring 2021 Club logo
by Jonathan Conner. We offered a variety of merchandise during our
annual fundraiser this year, to include sweatshirts and tote bags,
and raised $568 for future Club events. Thanks to all who supported
us!
Feb. 17: Alumni Panel featuring:
Richard Adamczyk, MA, Anthro, ‘19: Archaeologist, RGA, Inc.
Rachael Goldberg, MA, History, ’08: Executive Director, Liberty
Hall Museum
Mara Manzar, BA, History/Ed, ’19: Manalapan HS Social Studies Special Education
Alexis Martin, BA, History, ’20: Human Resources Assistant,
Mazza Recycling Services
Suzanne Moore, MA, History, ‘09: Interpreter, National Park Service
Peter J. Samaras, Jr., MA, Anthro, ’19: Following a 29-year career in sales and fixed income securities on Wall Street, Peter J. Samaras, Jr. ’82, is now an entrepreneur, lecturer and
business consultant as well as a member of the Wayne D. McMurray School of Humanities and Social Sciences Dean’s Advisory Council and alumni mentor.
March 3: Eastern State Penitentiary Virtual Tour.
March 17: Trivia Contest! Congrats to Gillian Demetriou, the winner of a $25 Amazon gift card.
March 31: Lecture/Q&A with Dr. Bill Schindler, a specialist in primitive technologies.
April 1: Trivia Contest! Congrats to Gillian Demetriou, the reigning Spring 2021 trivia champ and winner
of an- other $25 Amazon gift card.
April 27: Lecture/Q&A with author Dr. Brian Regal about his latest book, The Secret History of the Jersey Devil: How Hucksters, Quakers, and Benjamin Franklin Created a Monster (Johns Hopkins
University Press, 2018).
Thanks to our 2020-2021 Club leaders for their efforts: Victoria Sharp, Killian Mann, Giovanni Palumbo, Evan Stackhouse, and John Feniello.
Anyone interested in a Club leadership role for next year can contact the faculty advisor, Professor
Melissa Ziobro, for more information: mziobro@monmouth.edu.
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Harlem Renaissance Students Reach Public with Digital Exhibits
This Spring, students in Dr. Hettie Williams’ Harlem Renaissance graduate course created digital exhibits that allowed them to share their research with the public. Dr. Williams selected two projects for
dissemination via the Sextant.

As Jessica Solomon explains in her digital exhibit, We Too Sing America: Women of the Harlem Renaissance, “Much of this period's history is focused on men like W. E. B. DuBois and Langston
Hughes, because of this, women of this era were often overshadowed and their works dismissed within the historicity of the movement. In this period, the number of women published in journals, recorded songs with famous record companies, and works exhibited in galleries was unprecedented. The
Harlem Renaissance Movement granted these women a platform to be active visionaries with their
racial identity at the forefront of their work. The women who will be exhibited used art to break down
barriers that encompassed them and forge their own history. Women of this period faced intersectional strife as they were both African American and female, and some like Gladys Bentley, Billie Holiday, and Bessie Smith faced hardships due to their sexuality. This exhibit will showcase how the women of the Harlem Renaissance used their art as a vessel to critique their society.”
To see We Too Sing America: Women of the Harlem Renaissance, click here.
Justin Montana’s project, Dark Skin, Bright Lights, explains that “The Harlem Renaissance is considered to be one of the first modern movements, as well as a key movement in the formation of African
American Identity. However, the movement was also very exclusive, considering entire genres of art
as ‘lesser.’ This includes, among other mediums, early Jazz and Blues music. The reason for this? The
(continued, next page)
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fact that this was genre lead by women. Many of the most well known musicians and performers of
the Harlem Renaissance era were women, with the first Jazz Records being released by female artists. As such, I wanted to celebrate a group of these women, giving a glimpse at three of the most influential entertainers of the era. in the hopes that more people will be inspired to learn about their
music, as well as the greater movement.”
To see Dark Skin, Bright Lights, click here.

World Cinema Series Forges On
Dr. Tom Pearson successfully coordinated this year’s World Cinema Series (WCS) virtual discussions
on the theme of “A Delicate Balance: Global Communities and the Natural Environment.” This semester’s films included “Bhopal: A Prayer for Rain,” “The Odyssey” (about the life and work of Jacques
Yves Cousteau to protect the oceans), “Honeyland” (about Macedonian beekeeper Hatidze Muratova
and her traditional, sustainable methods of honey cultivation), and “Woman at War” (about Halla, an
environmental activist determined to stop the construction of an aluminum plant in Iceland and
forced to reckon with the impact on her personal life and reputation). The WCS benefited from wonderful contributions by MU faculty Datta Naik (Chemistry), Marina Vujnovic (Communication), Tony
Macdonald (UCI), Jason Adolf (Marine and Environmental Biology), Pedram Daneshgar (Biology),
Mihaela Moscaliuc (English), Catherine Duckett (Biology), Maiya Furgason (International Business),
and Nancy Mezey (Sociology). For more about the WCS, click here.
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News and Notes
We are pleased to share the following good news items, in no particular order:
Our senior research seminar occurred on April 23, during Student Scholarship Week. Students wowed
the virtual audience with their research and presentation skills. You can see a full list of presentations
here. Congrats to all of our presenters and to their advisors, Dr. Julius Adekunle and Professor Brooke
Nappi. Thanks to our office coordinator, Debora Graas, for her logistical support.
Our annual “Public History in Practice” panel, led by Professor Melissa Ziobro, also occurred during
Student Scholarship Week. Students discussed public history projects that helped prepare them for
life after Monmouth, while also preserving and disseminating untold stories and benefitting significant
partners such as the National Guard Militia Museum of NJ, the Asbury Park Historical Society and Museum, and more. You can now view a recording of the full panel here.
The Department co-sponsored this year’s Oral History in the Mid-Atlantic Region annual (virtual) conference. Professor Ziobro served as conference chair. She and Drs. Hettie Williams and Geoff Fouad
also presented a panel titled, “Paradoxical Paradise: Asbury Park (An African American Oral History
and Mapping Project).” See the conference program here, a recording of the Paradoxical Paradise session here, and the Project’s new website, here.
The Department also co-sponsored the Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference 2021 virtual meeting poster session. The poster session playlist is now available to all and features projects from 8 students in our Spring 2021 Exploring History and Heritage Sites class. Check it out here!
Though NJ History Day remained all-virtual this year, our Department again served as a regional host:
judging student projects, and creating a series of videos for student attendees. Thanks to all of our
judges, and to Drs. Chris DeRosa and Zaneta Rago-Craft for their inspirational remarks to our 6-12
grade participants. See more here. We hope to welcome everyone back to campus next year.
Dr. Kenneth Campbell has a new book coming out in September, titled, The Beatles and the 1960s:
Reception, Revolution, and Social Change. You can see more here.
Check out Dr. Katherine Parkin’s article, “Marketing Justice: A Christmas Boycott,” in History of Retailing and Consumption, here. In honor of the centennial of women's suffrage, she also wrote “‘A Dead
Husband is a Better Ticket to Congress than a Log Cabin’: The Public Discourse of Widows in Office,
1920-1940,” for the collection Suffrage at 100: Women in American Politics Since 1920, ed. by Stacie Taranto and Leandra Zarnow (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2020).
Dr. Parkin was also cited in NorthJersey.com’s article, “Road trip at the dawn of an era: Women
drive cross-country in 1909.” See more here.
Professor William Gorman is working on a revision of his book American Economic Development from
Historical and Contemporary Perspectives. This revised printing is expected to be available for the Fall
2021 semester and will include new material on, among other things, President Joe Biden's view of
China. This semester, Professor Gorman was also interviewed by Jacob Sanders from Wallethub.com.
Check it out, here!
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News and Notes
Dr. Heidi Bludau presented at the virtual Society for Applied Anthropology conference as part of the
Council on Nursing and Anthropology panels - “Nursing the Pandemic: The definition of hero.” She also published “Global Healthcare Worker Migration,” in the Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Anthropology. Click here for access.
Dr. Tom Pearson had two publications this year: a book—Modern Russian History: The Search for National Identity and Global Power (co-authored with Roxanne Easley and Mark Davis Kuss and published by Cognella Academic Publishing); and a chapter on the Erosion of Democracy in Post-Soviet
Russia: A Model for Eurasia in the book Democracy in Crisis around the World, edited by Saliba Sarsar
(published by Lexington Books).
This semester, Professor Ziobro began hosting the NJ Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Foundation’s new
web series, Vet Chat. See more here. She also presented on “American Woman and Royal Marriages,”
at the Liberty Hall Museum on April 28. She presented on the “Hello Girls” of WWI for the Parsippany
Library on March 25, with a repeat performance scheduled for the Ocean County Historical Society on
May 23. See more here.
On February 3, Dr. Walter D. Greason, associate professor and chair of the Department of Educational
Counseling and Leadership, Professor Melissa Ziobro, and student researcher Vincent Sauchelli presented “Racing into the Space Age: The Life, Scholarship, and Legacy of Dr. Walter S. McAfee at Monmouth and Beyond.” McAfee was a distinguished African American mathematical physicist who taught
atomic and nuclear physics and solid-state electronics at Monmouth College from 1958 to 1975. See
more about Monmouth’s efforts to celebrate his legacy here.
Professor Sean McHugh was an invited speaker at the Township of Ocean Historical Museum on May
12th. The subject of his talk was, “New Archeological Finds at the Woolley Site.” He also spoke to the
Ocean County Historical Society on March 7 about “Archaeology at Cedar Bridge Tavern.”
Dr. Richard Veit was a featured speaker at the NJ Historical Divers Association 2021 annual conference on May 1, titled, "Heroes, Shipwrecks and a Melon Patch."
Lissette Pena, who has been working with Dr. Geoff Fouad, won the New Jersey Studies Academic Alliance (NJSAA) March 2021 Mappen Student Research Grant, which supports work on any aspect of
New Jersey studies. This $300 grant is open to both high school and college students (undergraduate
and graduate). For Lissette, the grant will help fund her research into the impacts of COVID-19 across
different demographics in Asbury Park, NJ. See more about the award here.
Dr. Maryanne Rhett participated in a virtual panel at Penn’s Middle East Center (MEC), which explored
why sequential art has gained popularity in historical storytelling about the Middle East and Africa and
how the art form can transform the way people think about history. See more here.
Dr. Hettie Williams hosted the University’s Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Distinguished Lecture in Social
Justice with Ibram X. Kendi in January.
The Department was saddened to learn of the death of our former office coordinator, Sandy Villa. You
can read more about her life, here. Those of us who worked with her remember her fondly and send
her family our best.
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