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Storm Jameson's No Time Like the Present: 
I The Expatriate in patria. 
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"I never felt separated from an exile by more than a thin 
membrane" 

-Storm Jameson, Journey from the North

In 1930s England, the idea that the decade's definitive and general 
crisis of social, political, and artistic activity would end in chaos and 
catastrophe predominated: Stephen Spender commented on the crisis 
of liberalism and the "middle-class crise de conscience" ("Background" 
24) and Christopher Caudwell warned of the crisis of capitalism; for
F.R. Leavis "culture is at a crisis" (Mass 5), and Ralph Fox identified a
crisis of the novel (Novel 20). This generation positioned itself at the
end of one era and the beginning of another: the death of capitalism
was perceived to be imminent (though constantly, frustratingly
deferred) and the birth of a truly democratic society (or a dictatorship,
it could go either way) would inevitably follow if and when the course
of history was directed "intelligently" (Jameson, "Duty" 13). The
possibility of bringing forth a "new reality" from the ashes of the old
gained currency as the threat of another war increased (Jameson,
"Novel" 304), and writers felt, as Fox stated, that they exercised "some
influence on society, and must intervene as the custodians of the world's
consciousness on the..s.id-e of humanity" (Novel 7). Suddenly, the
individual became empowered: "This was one of those intervals in
history in which events make the individual feel that he counts"
(Spender, "Background" 25). Storm Jameson responded to this sense
of crisis by placing the writer center-stage as a role model, a moral
guide and bearer of the conscience of society. To carry out these roles
adequately, the intellectual had to be both a member of society and a
critical observer, a voluntary exile from his/her community and its
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