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Released: 
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NEW JERSEYANS ON THEIR PROPERTY TAXES: 

PLENTY OF PAIN, FEW SOLUTIONS 
 

 New Jersey’s property tax system is, without question, the top concern of state residents in this 

gubernatorial election year.  As part of the Gannett New Jersey newspaper series “Fighting New Jersey’s 

Tax Crush” (www.app.com/TaxCrush), the Monmouth University/Gannett New Jersey Poll took a 

wide-ranging look at public views of the tax that 6-in-10 Garden State residents tab as the least fair tax 

they pay. 

 The poll found that New Jersey’s highest in the nation property tax burden: 

� is the top reason why residents want to leave the state; 

� has risen at a faster rate for middle income families than it has for either lower income or 

upper income homeowners, although it eats up the largest proportion of income among the 

state’s lowest earners; and 

� is perceived to be caused by a wide variety of factors, including waste and fraud, high public 

employee salaries, and the large number of local governmental entities in New Jersey. 

The poll also found that just half of New Jerseyans feel the quality of their local schools justifies 

the amount they pay in taxes.  However, reducing the property tax burden will take political courage.  The 

only idea for reducing property taxes that residents give strong support to is sharing local services, 

although many also say they would consider the outright merger of towns and school districts if it would 

significantly reduce their property taxes.  The public is strongly opposed, though, to shifting the property 

tax burden onto other sources of tax revenue. 

 

New Jersey’s quality of life 

 A majority of New Jersey residents give the state’s quality of life a generally positive rating, but 

few feel particularly enthusiastic about it.  Moreover, the 52% who give the state’s quality of life a 

positive rating is down from 63% who said the same just two years ago.  Currently, just 8% of New 
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Jerseyans rate the state’s overall quality of life as excellent while another 44% say it is generally good.  

This compares to 31% who say the quality of life in New Jersey is only fair and another 15% who call it 

poor. 

 Half (50%) of New Jersey residents say they would like to move out of New Jersey at some point, 

compared to 43% who would like to stay here for the rest of their lives.  These findings are nearly 

identical to poll results in 2007 when 49% wanted to leave and 44% preferred to stay.  Those under the 

age of 55 (56%) are more likely than those age 55 and older (34%) to want to leave New Jersey. 

 The reasons why residents want to leave New Jersey have not changed in the past two years.  

Property taxes (33%) and the cost of living in general (25%) continue to be the top reasons for fleeing the 

state.  Among Garden State homeowners who want to leave, fully 40% identify the state’s property tax 

burden as their primary motive while another 26% blame the state’s high cost of living in general. 

 

New Jersey school quality 

 The state’s public education system is the “big ticket” item funded by property taxes, and it is 

reasonable to ask whether taxpayers feel they are getting their money’s worth.  A majority of state 

residents give New Jersey’s public schools a positive rating of either excellent (12%) or good (43%).  

Another 27% say they are only fair and 10% give them a poor rating.  Positive ratings for the state’s 

public schools have consistently registered between 52% and 55% since 1996.  Prior to the mid 1990s, 

school ratings were generally lower.  Statewide surveys between 1978 and 1993 registered positive school 

ratings from between 33% and 46% of the public, interrupted by only one majority positive mark of 53% 

in 1987. 

Despite the current positive trend, only half (50%) of New Jersey residents feel the quality of the 

schools in their own town is worth the amount they pay in taxes.  This compares to a sizable 40% who 

say the quality of their local schools does not justify the cost. 

 

Least fair tax 

 When asked to choose the most burdensome tax in New Jersey, it’s no contest.  Six-in-ten (59%) 

residents identify the local property tax as the least fair tax they pay, far outpacing the state sales tax 

(12%), federal income tax (11%), and the state income tax (7%) for this notorious distinction.  While the 

property tax has continually stood out as the least fair tax over the past two decades, the number of 

residents who identify it as the most onerous tax they pay has increased significantly from the 47% who 

felt this way in 1991. 

 The typical homeowner currently reports paying an average $7,929 annual property tax bill 

according to the poll.  This figure is somewhat higher than the 2008 tax year numbers released by the 

state, indicating that there is at least the perception that property taxes have risen about 15% over the 

$6,894 average reported by homeowners in a 2006 poll. 
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Linking the reported property tax burden to household income indicates that the load is not 

evenly distributed.  Homeowners earning less than $50,000 per year pay $5,642 in property taxes on 

average.  This increases to an average $7,692 bill for those earning between $50,000 and $100,000, and 

an average $9,629 bill for those earning more than $100,000. 

Extrapolating some hypothetical situations from these numbers suggests that homeowners earning 

$25,000 paying their income category’s average $5,600 property tax bill, would be devoting more than 

one-fifth of their household income to paying this bill (not taking into account any “Senior Freeze” or 

other rebate program for which the homeowner may be eligible). On the other hand, homeowners earning 

$75,000 with a $7,700 property tax bill – the average tab for the state’s middle-income homeowners – 

would be dedicating one-tenth of their household income to property taxes (but they would not be eligible 

for non-senior rebates).  Furthermore, $150,000 earners paying $9,600 a year – the average for upper-

income homeowners – would devote only one-sixteenth of their income to property taxes. 

The only good news in the poll for lower income earners is that their property taxes have not been 

going up as fast as higher income earners.  Compared to the 2006 survey, the average property tax bill for 

homeowners earning under $50,000 has increased by $248, or 5%.  By comparison, the average property 

tax bill for homeowners earning more than $100,000 has increased by $923, or 11%.  However, there is 

worse news for middle income homeowners – those making between $50,000 and $100,000 report their 

average property tax bill increased by $1,719, or 29%, over the past three years. 

 

Causes of New Jersey’s high property taxes 

 The poll asked state residents to rate the impact of five possible factors on property taxes in New 

Jersey.  Among these factors, waste and fraud is the top culprit, identified by nearly 2-in-3 (64%) New 

Jerseyans as contributing a lot to higher property taxes.  A majority also point to high salaries for public 

employees (53%), the number of school districts (54%), and the number of municipalities (51%) in New 

Jersey as contributing a lot to the state’s property tax burden.  Fewer residents (41%) say the same about 

union pension and benefit agreements.  The bottom line though is that many, if not most, New Jersey 

residents see all of these factors playing a significant role in why their property taxes are high. 

 Compared to a poll taken in 2005, the same number of New Jerseyans today (64%) identify waste 

and fraud as a major cause of the state’s property tax burden.  However, the number who identify high 

public employee salaries as a large contributor has increased from 44% four years ago to 53% in the 

current poll.  The prior poll did not ask about the other three factors. 

 

Solutions for New Jersey’s high property taxes 

 Many of the major property tax reduction proposals floated in the past few years have focused on 

either shifting some of the burden to income taxes or merging local authorities in order to cut costs.  

When asked to choose between these two options, 51% of New Jerseyans prefer merging local authorities 
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if it would significantly reduce their property tax burden, compared to just 11% who would choose the 

income tax solution.  Another 31% say neither option is acceptable to them.  The number of residents who 

would favor merging local authorities if it resulted in lower property taxes has increased from 33% in 

2006 to 51% today.  The number who favor an income tax shift has remained stable (14% in 2006 and 

11% in 2009). 

Among five potential solutions for reducing property taxes asked about in the poll, the most 

popular is sharing emergency services with a neighboring town, with 70% of New Jerseyans saying they 

are at least somewhat willing to accept this plan.  A majority of residents (55%) also say they are at least 

somewhat willing to merge their school district with a neighboring one if it led to a significant reduction 

in their property taxes.  Just under half (48%) support the idea of having a statewide agency collect 

property taxes and distribute the funds to local school districts. 

 Compared to a poll taken three years ago, support for sharing municipal emergency services 

(70% willing in 2006 to 70% willing in 2009) and merging school districts (58% willing in 2006 to 55% 

willing in 2009) is basically the same, while support for a statewide property tax agency has declined 

slightly (55% willing in 2006 to 48% willing in 2009). 

 In terms of revenue-based solutions for reducing property taxes, a majority (57%) of residents are 

somewhat willing to accept a one penny increase in the state sales tax.  This is up significantly from 38% 

in a July 2006 poll taken shortly after the state sales tax rate was increased from 6 percent to the current 7 

percent. 

 Only about 1-in-5 (22%) residents, though, support increasing the state income tax by ten percent 

in order to significantly reduce property taxes.  This is nearly identical to the number (18%) who felt the 

same in 2006. 

 While a majority of residents say they generally favor most of these solutions, it is important to 

look at the intensity of these opinions – i.e. the percentage who are very willing to accept these changes 

versus those who are not at all willing.  History suggests that an intense and active minority can be even 

more politically powerful than a lukewarm majority. 

In this regard, only one of the five solutions suggested in the poll appears to stand the test of 

provoking only minimal controversy among the general public.  Specifically, 41% of New Jersey 

residents say they are very willing to share emergency services with a neighboring municipality if it 

reduced their property taxes, compared to only 22% who are not at all willing to consider this solution. 

While a majority would be at least somewhat willing to merge their school district with a 

neighboring one, only 29% would be very willing to do so, and an equally sizable 31% say they are not at 

all willing to accept this.  Furthermore, only 18% of New Jersey residents are very willing to accept a 

statewide property tax agency, compared to twice as many (37%) who are not at all willing to accept this 

proposal. 
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While a majority of residents say they are at least somewhat willing to accept a one penny sales 

tax increase to reduce property taxes, the 24% who are very willing to see this happen are outnumbered 

by the 36% who are not at all willing to consider this.  And while just 5% of the state is very willing to 

consider an increase in their income tax bill to offset property taxes, an overwhelming 63% are not at all 

willing to accept this proposal. 

 The Monmouth University/Gannett New Jersey Poll was conducted by telephone with 900 New 

Jersey adults from July 29 to August 2, 2009.  This sample has a margin of error of + 3.3 percent.  The 

poll was conducted by the Monmouth University Polling Institute and originally published by the Gannett 

New Jersey newspaper group (Asbury Park Press, Courier-Post, Courier News, Daily Journal, Daily 

Record, and Home News Tribune). 

 

DATA TABLES 

The questions referred to in this release are as follows: 
(* Some columns may not add to 100% due to rounding.)  
 

1. How would you rate the overall quality of life in New Jersey – is it excellent, good, only fair, 
or poor? 

 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Excellent 8% 7% 7% 10% 8% 4% 4% 10% 10% 4% 8% 9% 

Good 44% 51% 42% 40% 43% 45% 38% 43% 49% 41% 48% 41% 

Only fair 31% 29% 31% 33% 32% 31% 33% 31% 30% 34% 30% 31% 

Poor 15% 10% 20% 13% 15% 18% 23% 15% 9% 17% 12% 18% 

(VOL) Don’t know 2% 2% 1% 4% 2% 1% 3% 2% 2% 4% 2% 1% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND: 2009 
October 

2007 

Excellent  8% 11% 
Good  44% 52% 
Only fair  31% 29% 
Poor  15% 7% 
(VOL) Don’t know  2% 0% 
Unwtd N  900 801 

 
2. In general, how would you rate the job the public schools are doing here in New Jersey – 

excellent, good, only fair, or poor? 
 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Excellent 12% 13% 12% 11% 12% 12% 10% 11% 14% 9% 10% 15% 

Good 43% 45% 41% 44% 44% 43% 40% 47% 43% 41% 46% 42% 

Only fair 27% 28% 26% 28% 26% 29% 31% 27% 23% 28% 32% 23% 

Poor 10% 8% 12% 9% 10% 9% 11% 11% 9% 13% 6% 12% 

(VOL) Don’t know 7% 5% 9% 7% 8% 7% 8% 5% 10% 9% 7% 7% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND:  2009 
August 
2004* 

Sept. 
2003* 

Sept. 
1999* 

February 
1996* 

Sept. 
1993* 

January 
1992* 

October 
1987* 

August 
1985* 

March 
1982* 

Sept. 
1980* 

April  
1978* 

Excellent 12% 13% 15% 11% 10% 7% 9% 11% 9% 8% 8% 6% 
Good 43% 40% 39% 41% 42% 32% 33% 42% 36% 35% 38% 27% 
Only fair 27% 24% 25% 31% 28% 33% 32% 29% 31% 34% 39% 30% 
Poor 10% 13% 10% 9% 11% 22% 20% 10% 14% 13% 10% 30% 
(VOL) Don’t know 7% 10% 11% 9% 9% 6% 6% 8% 11% 9% 5% 7% 
Unwtd N 900 800 802 802 804 801 800 1000 800 603 395 1207 

* Source: Eagleton-Rutgers Poll 
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3. Thinking about the schools in your town.  Do you feel the quality of your local schools is 
worth the amount you pay in taxes, or not? 

 TOTAL AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

  18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Yes, worth 50% 50% 46% 57% 50% 51% 45% 54% 50% 42% 54% 51% 

No, not worth 40% 42% 46% 30% 41% 37% 40% 40% 43% 47% 36% 39% 

(VOL) Don’t know 10% 8% 8% 14% 8% 12% 15% 6% 7% 10% 10% 10% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

4. As things stand now, would you like to move out of New Jersey at some point or would you 
like to stay here for the rest of your life? 

 TOTAL AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

  18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Move out of NJ 50% 57% 56% 34% 49% 56% 46% 56% 48% 55% 45% 52% 

Stay in NJ 43% 34% 36% 61% 45% 40% 47% 37% 43% 39% 46% 42% 

(VOL) Don’t know 7% 9% 7% 4% 6% 4% 7% 6% 9% 6% 9% 6% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND: 2009 
October 

2007 

Move out of NJ  50% 49% 
Stay in NJ  43% 44% 

(VOL) Don’t Know   7% 7% 
Unwtd N  900 801 

 
[The following question was asked only of those who said “Move out of NJ” to Q4, moe= + 4.8%] 

5. What is the top reason you want to move out of New Jersey?  [LIST WAS NOT READ] 
Among those who  
want to leave NJ 

TOTAL AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Property taxes 33% 16% 38% 51% 40% 16% 24% 33% 42% 18% 36% 36% 

Other taxes 2% 1% 2% 4% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 1% 3% 

High housing costs 3% 4% 3% 1% 3% 4% 4% 4% 1% 7% 0% 3% 

Cost of living in general 25% 20% 30% 24% 26% 30% 35% 23% 21% 19% 35% 23% 

Weather 3% 5% 1% 5% 3% 4% 0% 5% 5% 7% 2% 3% 

Bad place to raise family 2% 6% 0% 2% 1% 8% 5% 2% 0% 9% 0% 1% 

Schools 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% 2% 0% 

Corruption/bad government 6% 6% 7% 4% 7% 3% 5% 4% 8% 4% 6% 7% 

Congestion, overcrowded 4% 3% 4% 3% 3% 4% 5% 3% 4% 5% 2% 4% 

Environment, health 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 4% 2% 3% 0% 

Be near family 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 1% 2% 3% 1% 0% 3% 

Economic opportunity/job 6% 13% 3% 2% 3% 11% 6% 10% 5% 6% 4% 9% 

Change of scenery 8% 15% 6% 2% 6% 11% 7% 8% 3% 16% 5% 7% 

Other 1% 3% 1% 0% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 0% 3% 1% 

(VOL) Don’t Know 1% 3% 1% 0% 1% 3% 3% 1% 1% 5% 1% 0% 
Unwtd N 423 113 204 103 330 71 101 143 142 67 145 203 

 

TREND: 2009 
October 

2007 

Property taxes 33% 28% 
Other taxes 2% 5% 
High housing costs 3% 6% 
Cost of living in general 25% 19% 
Weather 3% 8% 
Bad place to raise family 2% 2% 
Schools 1% 2% 
Corruption/bad government 6% 6% 
Congestion/overcrowded 4% 3% 
Environment/health 1% 3% 
Be near family 2% 2% 
Economic opportunity/job 6% 2% 
Change of scenery 8% 4% 
Over-development n/a 4% 
Other 1% 5% 
(VOL) Don’t Know 1% 2% 
Unwtd N 423 380 
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6. Thinking about the different taxes that people pay, which tax do you think is the LEAST fair 
– the federal income tax, state income tax, state sales tax, or local property tax? 

 TOTAL AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

  18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Federal income tax 11% 11% 13% 7% 10% 14% 10% 8% 14% 13% 9% 11% 

State income tax 7% 8% 7% 5% 6% 9% 6% 9% 6% 7% 7% 7% 

State sales tax 12% 20% 7% 12% 8% 23% 14% 14% 9% 15% 12% 11% 

Local property tax 59% 51% 60% 64% 65% 42% 55% 61% 60% 55% 59% 60% 

(VOL) None/all equally unfair 9% 5% 10% 10% 9% 9% 11% 6% 8% 9% 10% 7% 

(VOL) Don’t know 3% 4% 3% 2% 3% 3% 5% 2% 2% 1% 3% 4% 

Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND: 2009 
September 

2005 
February 

1994* 
September 

1991* 

Federal income tax  11% 15% 22% 18% 

State income tax  7% 6% 9% 11% 

State sales tax  12% 9% 10% 18% 

Local property tax  59% 61% 54% 47% 

(VOL) None/all equally unfair  9% 5% n/a n/a 

(VOL) Don’t know  3% 4% 5% 6% 
Unwtd N  900 801 801 800 

* Source: Eagleton-Rutgers Poll 

 

7. How much do each of the following contribute to higher property taxes in the state – a lot, a 
little, or not at all?  [ITEMS WERE ROTATED] 

 

Waste and fraud 
 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

A lot 64% 49% 68% 71% 67% 60% 64% 61% 66% 69% 64% 61% 

A little 23% 34% 20% 16% 21% 23% 17% 30% 24% 18% 23% 25% 

Not at all 4% 5% 4% 5% 4% 5% 6% 3% 4% 5% 3% 5% 

(VOL) Don’t know 9% 12% 8% 8% 7% 12% 12% 7% 6% 8% 11% 8% 

Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND: 2009 
September 

2005 

A lot  64% 64% 

A little  23% 24% 

Not at all  4% 5% 

(VOL) Don’t know  9% 8% 
Unwtd N  900 800 

 

High salaries for public employees 
 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

A lot 53% 47% 52% 59% 55% 52% 59% 52% 48% 51% 50% 58% 

A little 29% 30% 33% 20% 28% 24% 19% 29% 38% 27% 32% 25% 

Not at all 8% 7% 7% 11% 8% 8% 7% 11% 8% 7% 9% 9% 
(VOL) Don’t know 11% 15% 8% 10% 8% 15% 15% 8% 6% 16% 10% 8% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND: 2009 
September 

2005 

A lot  53% 44% 

A little  29% 37% 

Not at all  8% 12% 

(VOL) Don’t know  11% 7% 
Unwtd N  900 800 
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Union pension and benefit agreements 
 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

A lot 41% 28% 44% 49% 46% 32% 36% 40% 45% 35% 42% 44% 
A little 33% 44% 33% 23% 29% 37% 28% 37% 35% 31% 34% 32% 
Not at all 13% 15% 10% 15% 11% 17% 18% 11% 11% 19% 11% 12% 
(VOL) Don’t know 13% 14% 13% 14% 13% 14% 18% 12% 9% 15% 13% 12% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

The number of school districts we have 
 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

A lot 54% 44% 60% 56% 58% 43% 46% 59% 60% 47% 51% 60% 
A little 25% 35% 20% 23% 25% 26% 25% 28% 23% 26% 27% 24% 
Not at all 9% 7% 9% 9% 8% 13% 12% 6% 8% 10% 10% 7% 
(VOL) Don’t know 12% 14% 11% 11% 9% 17% 17% 7% 9% 17% 12% 9% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

 The number of municipal governments we have 
 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

A lot 51% 46% 53% 54% 54% 47% 49% 54% 54% 50% 52% 52% 
A little 32% 34% 31% 29% 32% 31% 26% 34% 32% 29% 33% 31% 
Not at all 7% 7% 8% 6% 6% 12% 11% 6% 6% 12% 7% 6% 
(VOL) Don’t know 10% 12% 8% 10% 9% 11% 14% 5% 7% 10% 8% 11% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

8. I’m going to read you a number of proposals that have been mentioned as ways to lower 
property taxes.  In order to achieve a significant reduction in property taxes, how willing 
would you be to accept [READ ITEM] – very, somewhat, not too or not at all willing?   

 

Raising the sales tax by one cent 
 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Very willing 24% 22% 25% 23% 26% 21% 17% 28% 28% 24% 26% 23% 
Somewhat willing 33% 41% 30% 28% 30% 35% 31% 30% 35% 36% 31% 32% 
Not too willing 5% 3% 5% 7% 5% 3% 4% 6% 4% 2% 7% 5% 
Not at all willing 36% 32% 38% 38% 36% 39% 45% 34% 29% 35% 33% 38% 
(VOL) Don’t know 3% 2% 2% 5% 3% 2% 4% 2% 4% 3% 3% 3% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND: 2009 
July 

 2006* 

Very willing  24% 14% 
Somewhat willing  33% 24% 
Not too willing  5% 11% 
Not at all willing  36% 50% 
(VOL) Don’t know  3% 1% 
Unwtd N  900 802 

* Question wording in July 2006: “ Raising the sales tax by another one percent” 
 

Raising the income tax by ten percent 
 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Very willing 5% 5% 5% 4% 5% 5% 4% 4% 7% 8% 4% 5% 
Somewhat willing 17% 17% 17% 17% 15% 22% 21% 17% 15% 21% 16% 17% 
Not too willing 12% 12% 13% 13% 12% 8% 13% 13% 13% 8% 17% 11% 
Not at all willing 63% 63% 64% 61% 64% 62% 57% 64% 63% 58% 61% 65% 
(VOL) Don’t know 3% 4% 1% 5% 3% 3% 6% 2% 2% 5% 2% 3% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND: 2009 
July 

 2006 

Very willing  5% 7% 
Somewhat willing  17% 11% 
Not too willing  12% 14% 
Not at all willing  63% 66% 
(VOL) Don’t know  3% 2% 
Unwtd N  900 407 
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Having a statewide agency collect property taxes and then redistribute the funds to 
local school districts 

 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Very willing 18% 23% 19% 11% 16% 22% 20% 17% 17% 27% 15% 16% 

Somewhat willing 30% 41% 29% 21% 26% 40% 33% 33% 25% 31% 34% 26% 

Not too willing 6% 5% 5% 8% 6% 7% 6% 6% 7% 7% 5% 7% 

Not at all willing 37% 27% 40% 44% 42% 24% 30% 37% 44% 28% 37% 41% 
(VOL) Don’t know 9% 4% 7% 16% 10% 6% 11% 8% 7% 7% 9% 9% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND: 2009 
July 

 2006 
Very willing  18% 19% 
Somewhat willing  30% 36% 
Not too willing  6% 11% 
Not at all willing  37% 28% 
(VOL) Don’t know  9% 6% 
Unwtd N  900 407 

 
Sharing emergency services such as fire or police with a neighboring town 

 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Very willing 41% 31% 44% 45% 44% 34% 38% 37% 48% 37% 43% 40% 

Somewhat willing 29% 30% 29% 28% 27% 34% 28% 31% 28% 31% 29% 27% 

Not too willing 5% 6% 6% 3% 5% 2% 6% 6% 3% 3% 5% 6% 

Not at all willing 22% 30% 18% 19% 20% 26% 22% 23% 20% 25% 20% 21% 
(VOL) Don’t know 4% 4% 3% 5% 4% 3% 5% 3% 2% 3% 3% 5% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND: 2009 
July 

 2006 

Very willing  41% 41% 
Somewhat willing  29% 29% 
Not too willing  5% 7% 
Not at all willing  22% 23% 
(VOL) Don’t know  4% 1% 
Unwtd N  900 407 

 
Merging your school district with a neighboring district 

 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Very willing 29% 23% 32% 30% 30% 27% 31% 25% 31% 29% 26% 32% 

Somewhat willing 26% 29% 25% 24% 26% 26% 21% 29% 28% 25% 26% 26% 

Not too willing 7% 10% 6% 6% 6% 7% 8% 8% 5% 4% 9% 7% 

Not at all willing 31% 35% 28% 31% 30% 33% 32% 32% 28% 35% 32% 27% 

(VOL) Don’t know 7% 4% 8% 8% 8% 6% 8% 7% 8% 7% 6% 8% 

Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND: 2009 
July 

 2006 

Very willing  29% 32% 
Somewhat willing  26% 26% 
Not too willing  7% 10% 
Not at all willing  31% 27% 
(VOL) Don’t know  7% 4% 
Unwtd N  900 395 
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9. The major proposals for property tax reform generally fall into two categories – shifting some 
of the burden to income taxes - or - merging local authorities.  If either set of proposals 
would significantly reduce your property tax bill, which would you prefer – shift some burden 
to income taxes, merge local authorities, or neither one? 

 

TOTAL 
AGE HOMEOWNER INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ Yes No < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

> $100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

Shift some burden 
to income taxes 

11% 14% 8% 11% 10% 10% 12% 9% 10% 14% 9% 10% 

Merge local 
authorities 

51% 43% 58% 51% 58% 36% 36% 54% 66% 39% 55% 54% 

Neither one 31% 38% 28% 30% 26% 45% 41% 33% 20% 39% 30% 29% 

(VOL) Both 1% 0% 2% 1% 2% 0% 0% 1% 3% 1% 2% 1% 
(VOL) Don’t know 6% 5% 5% 7% 4% 9% 11% 2% 2% 7% 4% 5% 
Unwtd N 900 207 365 321 706 143 232 275 303 135 342 404 

 

TREND: 2009 
October 
 2006 

Shift some burden to 
income taxes 

 11% 14% 

Merge local authorities  51% 33% 
Neither one  31% 39% 
(VOL) Both  1% 3% 
(VOL) Don’t Know  6% 12% 
Unwtd N  900 800 

 
[The following question was asked only of homeowners, moe= + 3.7%] 

10. How much do you pay annually in property taxes? 
 

TOTAL 
AGE INCOME COMMUNITY TYPE 

 18-34 35-54 55+ < $50K 
$50 to 
$100K 

>$100K Urban 
Stable 
town 

Expanding 
suburb 

$4,000 or less 14% 14% 11% 17% 32% 14% 2% 14% 11% 16% 

$4,001-6,000 17% 25% 14% 18% 25% 22% 11% 13% 14% 22% 

$6,001-9,000 29% 25% 35% 23% 18% 33% 33% 35% 35% 22% 

Over $9,000 27% 17% 31% 26% 11% 23% 44% 27% 27% 27% 

No answer 13% 19% 9% 16% 14% 8% 10% 10% 13% 13% 

AVERAGE $7,929 $6,693 $8,421 $7,897 $5,642 $7,692 $9,629 $7,636 $8,578 $7,580 

Unwtd N 706 101 321 278 145 216 275 86 270 335 
 

TREND: 
 

2009 
July 
2006 

$4,000 or less   14% 21% 

$4,001-6,000   17% 24% 

$6,001-9,000   29% 27% 

Over $9,000   27% 15% 

No answer   13% 13% 
AVERAGE  $7,929 $6,894 
Unwtd N  706 611 

 
 

The Monmouth University/Gannett New Jersey Poll was conducted and analyzed by the Monmouth University Polling Institute 
research staff.  The telephone interviews were conducted July 29 to August 2, 2009 with a statewide random sample of 900 
New Jersey adults. For results based on this sample, one can say with 95% confidence that the error attributable to sampling 
has a maximum margin of plus or minus 3.3 percentage points.  Sampling error increases as the sample size decreases, so 
statements based on various population subgroups, such as separate figures reported by gender or party identification, are 
subject to more error than are statements based on the total sample.  In addition to sampling error, one should bear in mind that 
question wording and practical difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into the findings of opinion polls. 
 
It is the Monmouth University Polling Institute’s policy to conduct surveys of all adult New Jersey residents, including voters 

and non-voters, on issues which affect the state.  Specific voter surveys are conducted when appropriate during election cycles. 
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